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Description 

The Kansas City Area Transit Authority (KCATA) plans to implement a new nearly 10-mile bus rapid transit (BRT) line in the Southtown Corridor between 3rd and Grand Streets in downtown Kansas City and 75th and Wornall Streets in South Kansas City.  The project includes the purchase of new buses, the construction of bus stops/shelters and pavement improvements, and the implementation of signal priority for transit vehicles.  KCATA projects a revenue operation date of May 2005.

Kansas City considers the Southtown Corridor a high priority transportation corridor, because it contains the greatest density of jobs and activity centers in the region and economic expansion is underway and planned in the area.  The proposed BRT project is intended to improve transit travel times for corridor residents, who are of diverse income levels.  Depending on trip origin and destination points, KCATA forecasts indicate that BRT may reduce transit travel times up to 25 percent.  Average daily ridership in the corridor is further estimated to increase 25 percent over current local bus ridership levels.

The project is estimated to cost $25.9 million (in 2002 dollars), with a proposed Section 5309 New Starts share of $12.3 million.  Project cost estimates and proposed New Starts share are developed by local project sponsors and are not FTA assumptions.  Because the proposed New Starts share is less than $25 million, the project is exempt from the New Starts criteria and is thus not subject to FTA’s evaluation and rating (49 USC 5309(e)(8)(A)).

	Summary Description

	Proposed Project: 
	Bus Rapid Transit

	 
	9.7 Miles, 33 Stops

	Total Capital Cost ($2002):
	$25.9 Million 

	Section 5309 New Starts Share ($2002):
	$12.3 Million (47%) 

	Annual Operating Cost ($YOE): 
	Not Available

	Ridership Forecast:
	4,400 Average Weekday Boardings


Status

In 1999, KCATA selected light rail transit as the locally preferred alternative (LPA) resulting from a 1995 major investment study in the Southtown Corridor.  FTA approved the initiation of preliminary engineering for the Southtown light rail project in October 1995.  The preliminary engineering phase progressed slowly as local officials refined the LPA alignment and local financing plans.  A lack of local funding resulted in KCATA re-examining lower cost alternatives, including BRT.  The BRT project was selected as the revised LPA and was incorporated into the long range transportation plan in October 2002.  An Environmental Assessment was prepared for this project, and FTA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact on August 12, 2003.
TEA-21 Section 3030 (a)(33) authorized the Southtown Corridor for final design and construction.  Through FY 2003, $3.47 million in Section 5309 New Starts funding has been appropriated for this project.

	Locally Proposed Financial Plan

	Proposed Source of Funds
	Total Funding

(million)
	Percent of Total

	Federal: 

Section 5309 New Starts

Section 330 

Section 5309 Bus
	$12.3         

$5.0         

$3.4
	47.5 %

19.3 %

13.1 %

	Local:


	$5.2         

        
	20.0 %



	Total:  
	           $25.9     


	100.0 %



	NOTE:  Funding statements reflected in this table have been made by project sponsors and are not DOT or FTA assumptions.  Sum of figures may differ from total as listed due to rounding.  
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