Douglas Branch Reconstruction
Chicago, Illinois
(November 2002)

Description

The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) is reconstructing 6.6-miles of the existing Douglas Branch
of CTA’s heavy rail Blue Line. The line extends from a point just west of downtown Chicago to
its terminus at Cermak Avenue. The project includes reconstruction and rehabilitation of eleven
stations and aerial structures, upgrading power distribution and signal systems, and
reconstruction of the 54th Street maintenance yard. The line currently has approximately 27,000
average weekday boardings serving one of the most economically distressed areas in Chicago.
The project is expected to serve 6,000 daily new riders in 2020.

The total project cost under the Full Funding Grant Amendment (FFGA) for this project is
$482.50 million. The Section 5309 New Starts funding share is $320.10 million.

Status

In December 1997, the Chicago Area Transportation Study (CATS) and the local Metropolitan
Planning Organization included the Douglas Branch Reconstruction Project in the region’s
financially-constrained long range transportation plan. CTA completed Preliminary Engineering
in December 1999. The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) issued a Finding of No
Significant Impact on an Environmental Assessment in April 2000 and approved the project into
Final Design in January 2001. FTA and CTA entered into an FFGA on January 17, 2001 with a
revenue operations date scheduled for January 31, 2005. Construction started in 2001 and is
currently 32 percent complete.

Section 3030(a)(106) of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21* Century (TEA-21) authorizes
the “Douglas Branch [CTA]” for final design and construction. Through FY 2002, Congress has
appropriated $52.20 million in Section 5309 New Starts funds for the project.
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Reported in Year of Expenditure Dollars \

Total Funding
Source of Funds (million) Appropriations to Date
Federal: $52.20 milli iated th h
Section 5309 New Starts $320.10 | pysgny o ppropriated firoug
FFGA Commitment
Section 5309 Fixed Guideway
o $ 846
Modernization
Section 5307 Urbanized Area $55.00
Formula
State:
Tlinois DOT $ 41.30
Local:
Bonds $ 57.50
TOTAL $482.50

NOTE: Total may not add due to rounding.
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