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Sound Transit"WSDHOT Re-Alignment

ISSUE SUMMARY
Submitted by: Environmental Coordination Team (Perry Weinberg)
Dade: August 16, 2000

Action requested  Program Action Team concurmence i

Project(s) Regional Express Star Lake (272*/SR 99)
(il applicablc): Regional Express Federsl Way (5.320™ and 23" Ave. §.)
155UE: Fuos projects that comply with air quality standards on the date ol opening bu

whers modefing shows there will be an air quality violation sometime thensalter, naEt approprisie
mitigstion ke providad ar the time the project is built to addeess the fotse air quality problem oc
can the mitigadon be defermed wntill sech time as it is soually needed?

BACKGROLUND: The air guality asalysis For boththe Federsl Way and Star Lake projecis
tnvolved modeling for the year of openifg (2005] wnd & horizon year o 20200 T 2005, the
projects will be in compliance with air qualiny standands. 1o 3020, however, the modaling
indicutes the carbon monsxide (C0} standard 81 one infersection for each peoject will be
exceaded. Thiz exceedance will occur with or withowt the projects, but will be made worse by the
projects, To comply with air quality condoomity rogurements under the Clean Air Act, mitigation
woald be requined bo snsuse the OO sandand i met. This would involve cemain traffic-related
improvemans, such as Faie splits, throwgh lanes, andfor dedicated lefi-tam lases.

Since the projects meet aic conformdty in the year of opening, snd duae to the cost of the
miitigation, Sound Transit proposed to defer the mitl gation and to fe-moded the airguoality analysis
in 2005 afier the projects are implemenied. There is a chance that the mitigation will pot be
necessary based on improved sir goality andfor a new regulatory model. This approach was
Wﬂﬂlﬂﬂﬂ"uwhﬂﬂmmrw:ﬂuﬂkﬁﬁ WEDT and FHW A,
howewer, typically requine sir quality mitigation to be implemented cosourrent with the projects
and expregoed concerns aboul whether Sound Transit would be around (o implement the
mh.gﬂim:{.llmﬂmuudMmﬂmmdﬁaﬂkwwmwhﬂthﬂﬂmrtﬂhﬂplm
the mitigution latsy, FTA suggested that it can condition grant awands (o ensure the mitigaiion is
leplamentad inthe fsore if pecessary. "WSDROT sugpested that Sound Transit copsider
programeming funds for the futere mitipstion 2o that they would be available il nocessary.

DECISION: Environmental «uafl &t Sound Transit, WED=DT, FHWA, and FTA have agreod
hat ¥ is acocptabic 1o defor the mitigation a3 propesed. Remodaling will be conducted in 2005
with the approved regulatory model at that time (this could, for cxample, mean esing MOBILE 6
imsieed of MOANLE 5a). FTA will require the mitigation io be implemented if necessary as parn
of s prant awacd. Sowsd Trasddt has commitsed o sef aside sufficiend project funds o
Trmplerment the mitigstion should it be reguired after the remodeking in 20035,
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