ALTERNATIVES ANALYSIS PROGRAM (49 U.S.C. § 5339)
SAFETEA-LU established the Alternatives Analysis program under 49 U.S.C. § 5339.  The program provides grants to States, authorities of the States, metropolitan planning organizations, and local government authorities to develop studies as part of the transportation planning process.  These studies include an assessment of a wide range of public transportation alternatives designed to address a transportation problem in a corridor or subarea; sufficient information to enable the Secretary to make the findings of project justification and local financial commitment required; the selection of a locally preferred alternative; and the adoption of the locally preferred alternative as part of the state or regional long-range transportation plan.  
The Alternatives Analysis program funds may be made available to States, authorities of the States, metropolitan planning organizations, and local governmental authorities.  The Government’s share of the cost of an activity funded may not exceed 80 percent of the cost of the activity. 
Unless otherwise specified in law, grants made under the Alternatives Analysis program must meet all other eligibility requirements as outlined in Section 5309.  Eligible projects include planning and corridor studies and the adoption of locally preferred alternatives within the fiscally constrained Metropolitan Transportation Plan for that area.  Funds awarded under the Alternatives Analysis Program must be shown in the UPWP for MPO(s) with responsibility for that area.  

In 2006, $5.5 million was obligated for Alternative Analysis projects and to 7 grantees.  
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