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FY 2009 New Starts Projects and Ratings Contained in this Report
As noted previously, Appendix A of the FY 2009 Annual Report on Funding Recommendations, as with all previous annual reports, provides information on New Starts projects in different stages of development.  For projects under an FFGA, the report includes a summary “profile” of the project scope, expected ridership, and implementation status.  The report also includes detailed information, evaluations, and ratings for all candidate projects that have been approved by FTA for, and are actively engaged in, PE and final design and that are seeking more than $25 million in New Starts funding.  Per FTA’s June 2007 Guidance on New Starts/Small Starts Policies and Procedures, FTA no longer requires New Starts and Small Starts project sponsors to submit information for evaluation in the Annual Report if their project is not a candidate for FY 2009 funding, unless significant issues were raised in prior year evaluations that warranted a re-rating.  Instead, the Annual Report conveys the most recent ratings of such projects and notes their progress and any significant issues since that evaluation.
The report also includes summary information on three projects approved by FTA for, and actively engaged in, final design but that are exempt from project evaluation because they are requesting less than $25 million in New Starts funding.   Finally, the report includes Small Starts projects that have been approved into project development.  The maps on pages 21 and 22 present the location of existing and pending FFGAs, and projects in PE, final design, and Small Starts project development, respectively.

In the past year, four proposed New Starts projects included in the FY 2008 Annual Report on Funding Recommendations no longer meet the conditions for inclusion in this year’s report.  Sponsors of these projects have either: a) fully implemented the project scope described in last year’s report; b) received the entirety of the New Starts funding requested to implement said scope; or c) terminated or suspended project development activities on the specific project under FTA approval for preliminary engineering.  
Two projects that were requesting less than $25 million in New Starts funding and are thus exempt from both FTA’s evaluation and consideration for an FFGA – the CORRIDORone Rail  project in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and the Downtown Transit Service Enhancement Project in Jacksonville, Florida –received FY 2008 appropriations sufficient to meet their New Starts funding requests.  As for all projects, both proposed major transit capital investments must meet all grant requirements in order for FTA to obligate these funds.   
Two projects reported in preliminary engineering in last year’s report are not included in the FY 2009 Annual Report on Funding Recommendations.  On October 26, 2007, the Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (Houston METRO) informed FTA that it was ceasing further development of bus rapid transit projects in the North and Southeast corridors.  In their place, METRO intends to advance light rail transit in the two corridors.  As FTA’s PE approval did not extend to LRT - and as the Annual Report on Funding Recommendations only reports on proposed projects in PE, final design, or Small Starts project development - METRO’s proposed LRT projects are not included in this year’s report.  However, due to the unique project delivery method proposed for the two projects, it is anticipated that the revised projects will be able to advance toward construction after remaining uncertainties regarding their anticipated costs, benefits, environmental impacts, and financing methods are better known.  FTA and METRO are continuing to work together to develop sufficient information to provide for an evaluation of the LRT projects’ merit and sponsor’s technical and financial capacity, at which time the projects  will be re-considered for entry into the New Starts pipeline, and, potentially, a future funding recommendation.  
Tables 2A and 2B present the ratings for all projects currently advancing through the New Starts and Small Starts development process.  Projects are rated against a number of measures which reflect the project justification and local financial commitment criteria established by statute.  The FY 2009 project evaluation process for New Starts is similar to the process used in the evaluation of projects included in the FY 2004-2008 Annual Reports, and is consistent with both FTA’s Final Rule on Major Capital Investment Projects issued on December 7, 2000, and the June 2007 Guidance on New Starts/Small Starts Policies and Procedures, which implemented new measures for the mobility improvements criterion and established the required rating of each project’s Making the Case document.  As this is the first year of evaluating the sponsor-submitted “case” for their proposed project, FTA has decided not to incorporate the rating of this measure into the summary project justification rating.   Appendix B provides a detailed explanation of the evaluation process used to evaluate New Starts and Small Starts projects contained in the FY 2009 Annual Report.  
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