Reauthorization

SAFETEA-LU: Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users 

Key FTA Goals

· Common Sense Transit Solutions

· Encourage and Reward A+ Performance

· Keep Our Commitments

· Promote Independence and Opportunity

Reauthorization Implementation

· Over a dozen regulations

· Approx 30 new guidance documents and circulars

· New programs

Major Program Features

· Total authorization - $45.3 billion for FY 05-09 

· $52.6 billion FY04 – FY09

· FY 2005 at appropriations level 

· All funds “guaranteed”

· Approximately 80 percent from the Mass Transit Account

· New Starts, Research and FTA Administration from the General Fund (FTA Administration funds may be transferred to other programs)
· New programs start in FY 2006

· New Freedom

· Transit in the Parks

· Alternatives Analysis

Program Structure


· Planning Formula Grant Program (5305)

· Urbanized Area Formula Program (5307)

· Clean Fuels Discretionary Grant Program (5308)

· Capital Grant Programs (5309)

· New Starts Discretionary

· Fixed Guideway Modernization Formula

· Bus and Bus Facilities Discretionary

· Alternatives Analysis (5339)

· Other-than-Urbanized Formula Program (5311)

· Special Programs:

· Elderly and Disabled Formula Program (5310)

· Job Access and Reverse Commute Formula Program (5316)

· New Freedom Formula Program (5317)

· Transit in the Parks Discretionary Program (5320)

· Research Programs (5312, 5313, 5314, 5315, 5322)

Planning Requirements 
and Planning Grants (Section 5305)

· Separate TIP’s and Transportation Plans (4 year cycle generally)

· Additional Emphasis:  

· Public participation

· Environmental considerations

· Security 

· Funding grows; same split between Statewide and Metropolitan Planning; same formula

Urbanized Area Formula Program 
(Section 5307)

· Basic formula augmented by two new formula features 

· Same Basic formula

· New Small Transit Intensive Cities formula (Section 5336(j))
· New Growing States and High Density States formula (Section 5340) 

· Program Requirements Generally Unchanged

Capital Investment Program 
(Section 5309) – New Starts

· General Provisions

· Alternatives Analysis under new discretionary grant program (Section 5339) 

· State Safety Oversight starts during project development (Section 5330)
· Public Private Partnership Pilot Program 

· FTA Required Reports

· Annual New Starts Report

· Contractor Performance Assessment Report

· Report on Before and After Studies

New Starts - Continued

· Project-Specific Changes

· Summary Ratings five levels (High, Medium-High, Medium, Medium-Low, Low) 

· Statutory Share Remains at 80/20

· Ridership and Cost Estimate Incentive 

· Cost Control Incentive 

“Small Starts”

· General Provisions

· Separate funding category beginning in FY 07 

· Total project cost less than $250 million

· Includes non-fixed guideway corridor improvements 

· Phase out exemption for projects requesting less than $25 million

· Simplifications 

· Fewer criteria

· Preliminary engineering/final design approval combined

· Project construction grant agreement

Capital Investment Program
Fixed Guideway Modernization

· $1.4 billion in FY 06 

· No change in formula or eligibility

Other Capital Programs


· Bus and Bus Facilities Program (5309)

· Projects listed use half of authorized funds for FY06 through FY09

· Private non-profits and private providers of public transportation may be subrecipients

· No other changes in program requirements

· Discretionary Clean Fuels Grants (5308)

Other-Than-Urbanized Program 
(Section 5311)

· Set-asides

· Indian Tribes

· Rural Transit Assistance Program (RTAP); instead of under research

· Formula Changes  

· Intercity Bus Consultation 

· Match 

· Expanded matching funds

· “Sliding Scale” matching (operating share is 5/8 of capital share)

Elderly and Persons with Disabilities (Section 5310)

· Formula

· No change 

· Coordination

· Locally developed human service transportation coordination plan

· Eligibility

· Capital (and contracted paratransit) but seven State pilot program allowing operating assistance 

· Matching requirements

· Expanded matching funds

· “Sliding Scale” matching

Job Access and Reverse Commute 
(Section 5316)

· Formula

· 60/20/20 based on low income population

· Coordination:
· Locally-developed human service transportation coordination plan

· Eligibility

· States and UZA’s must select recipients competitively 

· 10 percent for planning, administration and technical assistance

· Match 

· Expanded matching funds

New Freedom Program 
(Section 5317)

· Formula

· 60/20/20 based on persons with disabilities

· Coordination 

· Locally-developed human service transportation coordination plan

· Eligibility 

· Capital/Operating Costs of services and facility improvements in excess of ADA requirements

· Matching

· Expanded Matching Funds

Transit in Parks and Public Lands
(Section 5320)

· New Discretionary Program 

· Alternative Transportation 

· Planning Requirements

· Grants, interagency agreements, or other agreements with DOI or other grantees

· Projects $25 million and over carried out through Full Funding Grant Agreement
· Match 

· Depends on project characteristics

Research Programs

· Most Programs Continued Unchanged

· National Research Program

· Transit Cooperative Research Program

· National Transit Institute 

· Project Action 

· University Centers Program 

· New competition required 

· National Technical Assistance Center for Services for Seniors

Other Important Changes Primarily Affecting Grantees

· Capital costs expanded

· Security Planning, Training, and Drills

· Intercity Bus portions of Intermodal Terminals

· Mobility Management

· Eligibility expanded

· Revenue Bonds as local match

· Debt service reserve

· Rural reporting to National Transit Database

· Pre-Award/Post-Delivery Audits

Other Important Changes 
Affecting FTA

· Project Management Takedown 

· Security Requirements

· Notice and Comment Requirements

· Revised Requirements
· Buy America 

· Charter Bus
· Labor Protection (By DOL, at their discretion)

