FY 2011 TRANSIT FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS
NEW RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FY 2011
California: San Francisco Central Subway LRT (New Start)
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency and the San Francisco County Transportation Authority are planning the Central Subway project, a 1.7-mile extension of the Third Street LRT line from its terminus at Fourth and King Streets.  From a portal south of Market Street, the project descends below grade and extends northward under Fourth Street and Stockton Street into Chinatown in the San Francisco central business district (CBD).  One surface station and three underground stations would be constructed along the project alignment.  Four light rail vehicles would be purchased to augment the existing fleet.  When completed, the combined Third Street LRT / Central Subway project would provide a continuous seven-mile light rail system connecting the heavily transit-dependent communities of Bayshore in the south with Chinatown in the north. 

California: Oakland East Bay Bus Rapid Transit (Small Start)
The Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC Transit) is planning the East Bay BRT project, a 17-mile BRT line from Downtown Berkeley, through Downtown Oakland, to San Leandro, terminating at the San Leandro BART station on the southern end of the alignment.  Forty-nine new stations would be constructed along the East Bay BRT and thirty-one buses would be purchased to augment the existing fleet.  When completed, the East Bay BRT would provide a continuous 17-mile BRT system connecting the heavily transit-dependent communities of Berkeley, Oakland, and San Leandro.  

California:  San Francisco Van Ness Avenue Bus Rapid Transit (Small Start)
The San Francisco County Transportation Authority is proposing to implement a 2-mile exclusive guideway BRT facility on Van Ness Avenue.  The system would be operated by the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency.  The dedicated transit lane originates at the intersection of Van Ness Avenue and Mission Street and extends north to Union Street near Fort Mason and the Fisherman’s Wharf area.  In addition to guideway construction, the Van Ness Avenue BRT project includes traffic signal pre-emption, pedestrian crossings, nine stations, and 60 new vehicles.  The project is a Small Start.  

Colorado: Denver East Corridor (New Start)
The Denver Regional Transportation District (RTD) is planning a 22.7-mile commuter rail electric multiple unit (EMU) line from downtown Denver through the communities of Denver, Globerville/Swansea/Elyria, North Park Hill, Stapleton, Aurora/Fitzsimons, Montebello, and Gateway to Denver International Airport.  Six new stations and approximately 3,500 park and ride spaces would be constructed and 22 vehicles would be purchased. 

The East Corridor will be constructed as part of the larger RTD project known as the East and Gold Line Enterprise (Eagle Project) utilizing a design-build-finance-operate-maintain project delivery method.  A Concessionaire Team (CT) composed of engineering, construction, construction management, financial advisors and vehicle firms would design and construct the Eagle Project, help to finance the project, and have an equity stake.  The CT, in cooperation with RTD, would operate the East Corridor project, though a 50 year concessionaire agreement.  The project is part of FTA’s Public Private Partnership Pilot Program.

Colorado: Denver Gold Line (New Start)
The Denver Regional Transportation District (RTD) is planning a 10.8-mile commuter rail line using electric multiple unit vehicles from downtown Denver westward to Ward Road in Wheat Ridge. Seven new stations and 2,250 park and ride spaces would be constructed and 22 vehicles would be purchased.  When completed, the Gold Line would provide commuter rail service connecting the communities of Wheat Ridge, Arvada and Adams to downtown Denver
The Gold Line will be constructed as part of the larger RTD project known as the East and Gold Line Enterprise (Eagle Project) utilizing a design-build-finance-operate-maintain project delivery method.  A Concessionaire Team (CT) composed of engineering, construction, construction management, financial advisors and vehicle firms would design and construct the Eagle Project, help to finance the project, and have an equity stake.  The CT, in cooperation with RTD, would operate the East Corridor project, though a 50 year concessionaire agreement.  The project is part of FTA’s Public Private Partnership Pilot Program.

Connecticut: New Britain – Hartford Busway (New Start)
The Connecticut Department of Transportation proposes to construct the New Britain-Hartford Busway, an 11-station, 9.4-mile exclusive bus rapid transit (BRT) system operating primarily in existing and abandoned railroad right-of-way between downtown New Britain and Hartford’s Union Station.  The busway would run parallel to Interstate 84, the primary transportation link between New Britain, West Hartford, and downtown Hartford.  The project’s operating plan calls for a number of bus routes to operate on the busway, including services that enter and exit the facility to reach destinations well outside of the immediate corridor without the need for a transfer.  The project scope includes the procurement of 30 new buses and construction of six park-and-ride lots along the alignment.

Hawaii:  Honolulu High Capacity Transit Project – East Kapolei to Ala Moana Center (New Start)
The City and County of Honolulu (the City) proposes to construct the High-Capacity Corridor Transit Project, a 20.6-mile rail line with 21 stations.  The project would serve the south shore of Oahu from a western terminus in Kapolei, past Pearl Harbor and Honolulu International Airport, through downtown Honolulu, to an eastern terminus at Ala Moana Center.  The electrified (third rail) line will be almost entirely on elevated structure in existing public rights of way – primarily arterial streets.  

Minneapolis: St. Paul – Minneapolis Central Corridor LRT (New Start)
The Metropolitan Council (MC), in cooperation with the Ramsey and Hennepin Counties Regional Rail Authorities, proposes to construct a 9.7-mile, double-track LRT line that would link the downtowns of St. Paul and Minneapolis.  The LRT line would also serve a number of major activity centers, including the University of Minnesota-St. Paul, the State Capitol, and major event venues (Target Center, Metrodome).  From Minneapolis, the LRT line would share 1.2 miles of existing track with the Hiawatha LRT line before turning east in its own right of way across the Mississippi River on the existing Washington Avenue Bridge to St. Paul, and generally follow University Avenue to the State Capitol area and terminate at the Union Depot in downtown St. Paul.  The MC would procure 31 light rail vehicles.  A vehicle maintenance facility would be constructed in St. Paul.   

New York: New York City, Nostrand Avenue Bus Rapid Transit
The New York City Department of Transportation (NYCDOT), in cooperation with the Metropolitan Transportation Authority – New York City Transit (MTA-NYCT), is proposing to construct the Nostrand Avenue Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Project, a 9.3-mile BRT line from Sheepshead Bay to the Williamsburg Bridge in Brooklyn.  The project includes seven pairs (14 total) of newly-constructed BRT stations and 5.0 miles of exclusive, solid red painted BRT lanes along Nostrand, Rogers, and Bedford Avenues.  The project will provide fast and reliable bus service along a key north-south route in Brooklyn, connecting densely-populated residential areas with multiple subway lines, bus routes, shopping areas, two colleges, and two major hospitals.  The project will improve service in the corridor by offering higher frequencies, exclusive BRT lanes along a portion of the alignment, and off-vehicle fare collection, which will reduce travel time and improve schedule reliability.  The project will serve the 17,000 daily riders on the existing B44 Limited service and will attract additional riders who currently avoid bus service due to slow speeds and a lack of reliability.
Washington:  King County West Seattle Bus Rapid Transit (Small Start)
The King County Department of Transportation, Metro Transit Division proposes to construct a 12-mile street-running BRT line from Westwood Village in West Seattle to the regional central business district in downtown Seattle.  The project includes 12 high-amenity station pairs, traffic signal priority, and transit bypass lanes, as well as 15 low-floor, branded, diesel-hybrid vehicles. The project is a Very Small Start.

PROJECTS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED FOR FUNDING

California:  Riverside Perris Valley Line (Small Start)
The Riverside County Transportation Commission, in conjunction with the Southern California Regional Rail Authority, is proposing to construct a 24.35-mile extension to the Metrolink regional commuter rail system.  The project is an extension of the existing Route 91 commuter rail line between Los Angeles and downtown Riverside southeast in an alignment parallel to the Ramona Expressway (I-215), serving the communities of Allessandro, Moreno Valley, and Perris, terminating at South Perris.  The project includes five new stations and park-and-ride lots to accommodate 1,810 vehicles, as well as the acquisition of three bi-level coaches.  The project is a Small Start.

California: San Bernardino E Street Corridor sbX Bus Rapid Transit (Small Start)
Omnitrans and the City of San Bernardino are proposing to construct a 16.5-mile BRT project along E Street in San Bernardino.  The project would provide a dedicated bus travel lane through the majority of the corridor from north of California State University at San Bernardino, generally following Kendall Drive south to E Street, through downtown San Bernardino, the City of Loma Linda, and through the Loma Linda University Medical Center to the VA Hospital, where the project would terminate.  The project includes 17 new stations, improvements to E Street to accommodate exclusive BRT operations, and 14 new low-floor buses.  The project is a Small Start.
Colorado: Fort Collins, Mason Corridor Bus Rapid Transit
The City of Fort Collins, Colorado, is proposing a 5.0-mile bus rapid transit (BRT) system within its Mason Transportation Corridor (MTC) which extends from Maple Street in downtown Fort Collins to Harmony Road.  The “Mason Express” or “MAX” will be parallel to, and a few hundred feet west of, College Avenue (US 287), the city’s primary north-south arterial, and adjacent to Burlington Northern Santa Fe railway tracks.  The project includes construction of the South Transit Center, traffic signal priority along the portion of the route that operates in general purpose lanes, an exclusive bus lane along a portion of the route, eight transit stations, four enhanced bus stops, modifications to the existing Downtown Transit Center, 250 park-and-ride spaces, unique MAX project branding, and five new low-floor vehicles.  

Colorado:  Roaring Fork Valley Bus Rapid Transit Project (Small Start)

The Roaring Fork Transportation Authority is planning a 38.8-mile BRT line from Aspen to Glenwood Springs.  When completed, the project is expected to provide faster transit service connecting the communities of Aspen, Snowmass, Woody Creek, Basalt, El Jebel, Carbondale and Glenwood Springs. Nine new stations and 300 park and ride spaces would be constructed as part of the project, and fifteen low-floor buses would be purchased to augment the existing fleet.  The project will use existing high occupancy vehicle lanes and traffic signal priority to provide faster, more reliable transit service, and will include branded stations and vehicles.  The project is a Very Small Start.

Florida: Orlando Central Florida Commuter Rail Transit Initial Operating Segment (New Start)
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is proposing to construct a new commuter rail system along the existing CSX “A” line Corridor from Volusia County through Lake County and Seminole County, to Orange County and downtown Orlando.  The project would operate entirely at-grade, sharing track with existing freight and Amtrak services.  The project includes the purchase of 10 vehicles and construction of 12 stations and approximately 2,100 parking spaces.  

New Jersey: Northern New Jersey Access to the Region’s Core (New Start)
The New Jersey Transit Corporation is proposing to construct a new 9.0-mile commuter rail line adjacent to the existing Northeast Rail Corridor between Secaucus, New Jersey and Manhattan.  The Trans Hudson Express Tunnel, also known as Access to the Region’s Core (ARC), includes the construction of two new tunnels under the Hudson River; new rail tracks between Secaucus Junction and New York Penn Station (PSNY); a new rail station underneath 34th Street in midtown Manhattan (with pedestrian linkages to PSNY); a storage yard in Kearny, New Jersey; and the purchase of specialized dual-powered rail locomotives (electric and diesel) and bi-level coaches.  The purpose of the ARC project is to double rail capacity between New Jersey and New York City, thereby relieving congestion and transit delays, while providing for more direct, one-seat service to midtown Manhattan.  

Texas:  Austin MetroRapid Bus Rapid Transit (Small Start)
The Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority proposes to construct a 37.5-mile street-running BRT system along two interconnected corridors: the 21-mile North Lamar/South Congress Corridor and the 16.5-mile Burnet/South Lamar Corridor.  The North Lamar/South Congress Corridor extends from the North Interstate Highway 35 park-n-ride lot at Tech Ridge to the planned South IH-35 Transit Center.  The Burnet-South Lamar Corridor extends from St. David’s North Austin Medical Center to 38th Street at West Avenue near the Medical Center.  The BRT lines would share a 3-mile segment in central Austin between 38th Street, north of the University of Texas-Austin, and Cesar Chavez Street at the southern end of downtown Austin.  The project includes 18 paired stations in the North Lamar/South Congress Corridor and 17 paired stations in the Burnet/South Lamar Corridor, with a real-time passenger information system, traffic signal priority, and the purchase of 40 low-floor, multi-door, branded vehicles.  The project is a Very Small Start.

Texas: Houston North Corridor Light Rail Transit (New Start)
The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (METRO) is proposing to construct a 5.2‑mile, eight station, double-track LRT line from the existing University of Houston-Downtown station in the Houston central business district (CBD) to the Northline Mall Transit Center.  The proposed LRT line would operate in an exclusive guideway with limited mixed traffic operations.  The majority of the LRT line would operate at-grade (4.2 miles), while the remaining 0.86 miles would be elevated to avoid two freight railroads (the Southern Pacific Railroad and the Burlington-Northern Santa Fe Railway).  The project also includes the purchase of 24 light rail vehicles.  Service would interline with the current METRO Rail Red Line in the CBD.  No parking spaces would be built as part of the project.

METRO plans to use an innovative project delivery method whereby a Facility Provider, comprised of a team of engineering, construction, construction management and vehicle manufacturing firms, would complete design, finalize the construction phasing approach, and expedite construction of several rapid transit improvements throughout Houston.  The Facility Provider would also be responsible for operation and maintenance of the proposed LRT line.  The project is part of FTA’s Public Private Partnership Pilot Program.

Texas: Houston Southeast Corridor Light Rail Transit (New Start)
The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County (METRO) is proposing to construct a 6.2-mile, LRT line from the Houston CBD to the Palm Center in the vicinity of Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard/Griggs Road.  The proposed LRT line would operate in an exclusive guideway with limited mixed traffic operations.  The majority of the LRT line would operate at-grade (6.12 miles), while the remaining 0.14 miles would be elevated to avoid a natural habitat (Brays Bayou).  The project includes the purchase of 29 light rail vehicles and construction of 13 stations and a maintenance facility.  Service would provide a transfer to the current METRO Rail Red Line via the existing Main Street Square station in the CBD.  No parking spaces would be built as part of the project.  The proposed LRT line’s Palm Center terminus would be adjacent to METRO’s current Southeast Transit Center that includes a 1,100-space park-n-ride lot.  

METRO plans to use an innovative project delivery method whereby a Facility Provider, comprised of a team of engineering, construction, construction management and vehicle manufacturing firms, would complete design, finalize the construction phasing approach, and expedite construction of several rapid transit improvements throughout Houston.  The Facility Provider would also be responsible for operation and maintenance of the proposed LRT line.    The project is part of FTA’s Public Private Partnership Pilot Program.

