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	Frequently Asked Questions 	 
General Questions: 

1. Where are the PowerPoint slides and recordings of the Webinars located?
Answer: The slides and recordings from the 2/29 and 3/1 webinars can be found on our Discretionary Program Webinar Page  (http://fta.dot.gov/13094_14389.html)

2. Where are the required supplemental forms located? 
Answer: All supplemental forms can be found by visiting the Applications and Instructions page (http://fta.dot.gov/13094_14388.html). The Table on this page has hyperlinks to the individual supplemental forms.  

3. Is the Supplemental Form available from both the FTA web site and from Grants.gov?
Answer: Yes, but it is easier to find on FTA's website using the links above. Use the application and instructions link. On Grants.gov, they can be found in a list of downloadable documentation by clicking on “Full Announcement” at the top of the opportunity synopsis/homepage.
4. Can we download the supplemental form and save to our computer's hard drive and resubmit when we apply for the grant?
Answer: Yes, we suggest downloading the form, completing it and saving them to your computer before uploading it as an attachment.  

5. Can we apply to multiple programs with the same projects? 
Answer: Yes, you can apply to multiple programs. However, you must use the program specific supplemental form and you should check the box indicating this project was submitted to other programs.  Please also be sure to check eligibility of each program carefully, as they differ.  

6. Is there a limit to the number of projects that can be added to an application?
Answer:  No, there is not a limit, but we highly recommend that if multiple projects are submitted, applicants should consider prioritizing which ones are critical to your agency. Also, please be sure each project individually addresses the criteria.  If attachments are used for the individual projects, be sure they are labeled as such to correspond to the project.  

7. If we would like to apply for replacement vehicles and new maintenance facilities do we need to submit two separate applications?
Answer: No, you can use one form and add these projects in the form. There is a button for adding additional projects. Each project is evaluated separately against the criteria. If one is of greater priority, be sure to identify in the narrative. 

8. Will future discretionary programs include fixed guideway vehicles and facilities?
Answer:  We do not know what future opportunities will exist.  The programs we are covering on today’s webinar are specifically for the Bus and Bus Facilities program and the Clean Fuels program, both of which are limited to bus-related projects.  


9. What is the relationship between the region and Headquarters in the grant review process?
Answer:   Headquarters and Regional staff are involved in the evaluation process.  Regions are sent a list of all successful applicants and regional staff also serves on the evaluation teams. 


Cross-Cutting Programmatic Questions: 
Local Match 

10. Regarding the local match, does the 83% blended amount come from other program funds? 
Answer:  The 83% blended Federal share is specific to the program and project for which you are applying. It does not come from another program.  Rather, if you have equipment for which you are applying that is related to the ADA or CAA, FTA offers the 83% Federal share to be applied to the vehicle (only) on which this equipment is installed. This Federal share of the equipment is 90/10, but for administrative purposes, the 83% is applied to the total vehicle purchase.   NOTE: This blended share of 83/17 does not apply to facility projects. 

11. Regarding the 90% Federal Share for certain projects related to the ADA, is it defined as the portion of the project that is ADA-related or only to the portion that has the ADA component?  
Answer:  Yes, this higher federal share of 90% is only applied to the ADA related component/project.  However, if you are considering ADA equipment installed on a vehicle, then FTA permits the administrative simplicity of applying a blended 83% federal share to the cost of the entire vehicle.   Facility projects must itemize components related to ADA to receive a 90% share on these costs. 

12. For an 83% federal share on vehicles funded by these programs, must the vehicles conform to BOTH ADA and CAA or must they conform to just one?
 	Answer: They may conform to one or the other to receive a higher federal share.

13. Can you propose a greater than minimum match percentage? Is overmatch weighted more favorably?
Answer: Yes, you can propose an overmatch.   This is not a specific evaluation criterion, but it may influence your rating under the local support and financial capacity and commitment sections. 

14. Do the sources of local match need to be specific? 
Answer:  Yes, sources of local match should be identified in the proposal. The evaluation of Planning and Prioritization at a Local/Regional Level will also assess the extent of local support for the project, as evidenced by supporting documentation reflecting the availability of local match. 

15. Are Toll Credits allowable as local match? 
Answer: Yes.  FTA also encourages including documentation to support the availability of toll credits should the project be selected. 


16. If our State has not yet decided if they can provide the matching funds, can the applicant first identify the DOT match as the first choice and local revenue as a second option? 
Answer:  Yes. If you are unsure that the first source of match will be available, you should identify how the match will be provided. Sources of local match should be clearly identified in the proposal. Documentation to support the availability of local match is encouraged. 

17. If the source of cash match will change post award will that be a problem?
Answer: If cash match is identified in the proposal, FTA expects cash to be the source. Changes from cash match to in-kind or toll credits are not permissible after selection or award.  

18. Can land value be used as match and what measure of authentication of value is required?
Answer:  Yes, so long as the land parcel is part of the project and otherwise eligible under the program, then its value may be donated as local match. However, the land value must be substantiated with an appraisal (done within 6 months) and a review appraisal.  FTA concurrence is required before the value can be counted as local match.  For more information about FTA’s requirements for applying land value as match, please review FTA Circular 5010.1D, Chapter IV: Project Management.   

19. Regarding the land value question above, does the local FTA office have to review the appraisal before the proposal is submitted?
Answer: Your proposal should state if the appraisal is under review and/or its current status.  Additionally, there should be some mention of a back-up source of local match if it hasn't been reviewed and approved by the FTA regional office.  Should the project be selected for funding, FTA concurrence will be required before a grant application is submitted in TEAM.

20. Last year, biodiesel buses could be funded at 90% for an entire bus.  Can you confirm that this is not the case this year and biodiesel buses are only eligible at 83% federal funding?
Answer:  This 90% provision for biodiesel buses is not available this year, as the language permitting this higher federal share was not included in the 2012 appropriations bill.  This change was highlighted in FTA's January 2012 Apportionment Notice, Section III (D). Biodiesel buses remain eligible for an 83% Federal share. 

21. Would bicycle facilities qualify for the exception to the funding ratio?
Answer: Bicycle facilities qualify for a 90% Federal share, provided that they are part of an eligible bus or bus-related facility project in accordance with FTA’s bicycle and pedestrian project policy. Equipment for bicycle share programs is an eligible bicycle-related expense, although FTA policy does not permit the reimbursement of the cost of the bicycles themselves. 







Eligible Applicants 

22. If a designated recipient allocates a portion of its 5307 apportionment to another FTA grantee, and the other receiving grantee applies for the funding directly from FTA, is the receiving recipient eligible to apply for the SGR and/or Bus Livability funding ?
Answer: If the agency is an FTA grantee currently receiving 5307 funds directly from FTA, they are considered a direct recipient and eligible under the Bus Livability and SGR programs. 

23. How do we know who the direct recipients of Section 5307 are?
Answer: If your organization currently receives FTA Section 5307 grants directly from FTA, then you are likely a direct recipient. If you are unsure of who the direct recipients are in your area, we recommend contacting the local MPO and/or transit operator in your area.  If you need assistance, you can also contact your regional office to find contact information for these entities.  Please visit FTA’s home page to find your respective Regional Office. 

24. If we are a Small Urban that receives our 5307 funding from the State rather than directly, do we apply as described here, or do we need to contact someone at State level and request they submit on our behalf?
Answer:  If you do not currently receive Section 5307 funds directly from FTA, then yes, you will need the State to apply on your behalf.   If you manage a grant in TEAM that includes 5307 program funds, you are a direct recipient and are eligible to apply on your own behalf. 

25. Can a designated recipient of 5316 and 5317 funds apply for these funds?
Answer: You would also need to be a direct recipient of 5307 funds (SGR/BLIV). For Clean Fuels, you would need to also be the Designated Recipient for the Section 5307 funds.

26. If we have a transit company looking to apply for funding, is there a specific program they should apply for, or apply to all three?
Answer:  The transit company would need to meet the criteria in the NOFA for eligible applicants depending on the program. The agency must be providing public transportation and under SGR/BLIV must currently be a direct recipient of Section 5307 funds. For Clean Fuels, if in the non-attainment or maintenance areas, they must be a designated recipient for the Section 5307 funds. 

27. Please clarify the difference between designated recipient and "direct" recipient.
Answer: A direct recipient is any agency that receives and manages an FTA grant in TEAM. Direct recipients of grants including Section 5307 funds are eligible to apply to these programs. The term “designated recipient” refers to the entity officially designated by the governor of a state in accordance with the planning process to receive FTA formula apportionments on behalf of direct recipients in an urbanized area. Designated recipient status is only  necessary to apply for funding under the Clean Fuels Program. 


Eligible Projects

28. Would a bike-sharing program be eligible to receive funding through any one of these three 
    	grants?
Answer: It is possible that some of the elements of a bike share program could be eligible under the Bus Livability initiative. The bikes themselves are not eligible under any of our programs.  For more information, we recommend reviewing FTA’s policy for Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements, the NOFA for each of the programs, and if you still have questions, please contact the individual program manager. 

29. Are hybrid school buses eligible?
Answer: School buses are NOT eligible

30. Do school buses include university campus buses?  
Answer: Not necessarily; a university campus transit system (in order to be eligible), must be a public transportation service provider, and service must be open to the general public. 

31. Are ferry vessel propulsion systems eligible?  Our ferry system receives 5307 and 5309 funds. 
Answer: No.  Ferries are not eligible under any of these three programs. 

32. Are circulators that do not charge fares eligible?
Answer: The circulators must be providing public transportation and open to the general public.  The fact that it does not charge a fare does not impact its eligibility. 

33. Do federally recognized tribal projects have to be a part of the state STIP?
Answer: Yes, the projects must be in the STIP regardless of the applicant. 

34. What is your definition of "implement"?  Is it start date or completed date?
Answer:  FTA is looking for the date by which funds can be obligated (in a grant) and the project activities can begin.   Readiness does not necessarily correlate to a completion date, as FTA recognizes both bus procurements and construction projects have long lead times.   All of the program supplemental forms require you to include a project timeline, so please identify the appropriate project milestone dates. 

35. Do senior services buses qualify as public transit vehicles eligible under this grant program?
Answer:  A service must be considered public transportation to receive funding under any of these grant programs. FTA defines public transportation as “transportation by a conveyance that provides regular and continuing general or special transportation to the public, but does not include school bus, charter, sightseeing or intercity bus transportation or intercity passenger rail transportation provided by AMTRAK”. (5010 Circular) Services must be available to the general public and not just a special group, such as residents of a particular facility or customers of a particular business.




36. If an applicant received funding in a prior round for another project, does that in any way preclude the same applicant for another project that demonstrates independent utility?
Answer:   You are welcome to apply for funding for additional projects even if you received funding in a previous round. Your new application will be rated on its independent merits. However, as stated in our NOFAs, FTA will consider other discretionary awards and geographic diversity when making final funding allocations. 

37. Where can I find FTA’s guidelines for the useful life of vehicles and facilities?
Answer: Our useful life guidelines can be found in FTA Circular 9300.1B and FTA Circular 5010.1D found at the following link; http://www.fta.dot.gov/circulars  

38. At what level does a project need to be "planned" within the community?  Does it need to have all permits with the local jurisdiction?
Answer: The project should be in the TIP/STIP, or the TIP/STIP must be easily amended if selected for funding. See our NOFA for more about the planning requirement/criteria.  

39. Are design costs eligible?  If not, does the project need to be design-ready at the time of application or by the time of award?
Answer: Engineering and design costs are eligible for projects that are beyond the planning phase.  However, construction costs should be identified and committed or requested in the proposal to ensure the project is ready to go and can be completed as planned.  Planning is not eligible under any of the programs.

40. Is a relocation and expansion of a current, urban rail maintenance yard 
 	that is at the end of its useful life an eligible activity under the SGR or livability grants? 
Answer: Both programs are for Buses and Bus Facilities, so unless the maintenance 
facility also serves buses, it isn't likely eligible under either program. 


Grant-Related Questions
41. How can we spend the money - does it have to be one lump sum or can we split it over x number of years?
Answer: The program funds must be obligated in a grant within 3 years of allocation.   Once obligated, the funds should be expended in accordance with the milestones established for the project and are typically drawn down for reimbursement of expenditures.  As a general rule all funds and project activities need to be completed within 5 years of obligation.  

42. Is there an amount of time to spend the grant? 
Answer: There is not specified amount of time to spend the funds, although, generally, grants activities should be completed and funds expended within 5 years of obligation.  Expenditures should be consistent with the project’s timeline and milestones as identified in both the proposal and the grant application. 




State of Good Repair (SGR) Program Questions 

43. Will replacement of FTA funded vehicles be eligible if the vehicle has reached or will reach useful life by the time of the award?
Answer:  Yes, both are eligible. However, vehicles that have met or passed their useful life at the time of application may rate higher under this program given the demand and need under this program.

44. If our buses that need replacing will not reach 500,000 miles until May-August of 2013, can we apply this year given the lead time to build buses, or do we have to order now and hope to receive grants funds next year?
Answer: Under SGR, given the need and demand for this program, the vehicles that have met or surpassed their useful life at the time of application are more competitive. However, you can still apply, but should note that this may impact your rating under “Demonstration of Need”. 

45. Why are Transit Asset Management (TAM) Systems and the Rehabilitation of IMF being prioritized for SGR grant this year?
Answer: These types of projects were prioritized in past funding rounds and continue to be a priority. The Intermodal priority is a statutory requirement under the Bus and Bus Facilities Program. TAM is included as it continues to be a departmental policy priority. 

46. Is a bus stop inventory management system eligible as a transit asset management system for State of Good Repair?  
Answer: Transit Asset Management is a priority under the SGR initiative.  However, this type of system/software may also be eligible under Bus Livability. We recommend reviewing the NOFA and contacting the Program Manager for further discussion if you need further clarification.  

47. Under the SGR program, is it more favorable to request ALL alternative fuel vehicles vs. a mixture with traditional diesel?
Answer:  Vehicle replacement requests should reflect the needs of your agency’s fleet.  Cleaner fuels will be noted by evaluators, but will not necessarily result in a higher rating. 

48. Can you define a "project" that must have a separate entry?  We are anticipating a consolidated application that includes bus replacements and rehabilitating multiple facilities.
Answer:  At a minimum, we recommend separating the vehicle replacement from the facility rehabilitation. However, the facility rehabilitation projects may need to be separated.  For facility rehabilitation, it will be critical that you give sufficient info for each individual facility, particularly age of asset and budget.  There are items on the supplemental for for scalability, so be sure to fill those out as well. 

49. Would video cameras and equipment be an eligible project under State of Good Repair?
Answer: Yes, if the equipment is replacing equipment that has surpassed its useful life. 

50. Is a vehicle replacement program eligible for human service agencies that only provide transit service to client specific persons?
Answer: In order to be eligible to receive funds under the Section 5309 program, it must be open to the general public.  FTA defines public transportation as “transportation by a conveyance that provides regular and continuing general or special transportation to the public, but does not include school bus, charter, sightseeing or intercity bus transportation or intercity passenger rail transportation provided by AMTRAK”. (5010 Circular) Services must be available to the general public and not just a special group, such as residents of a particular facility or customers of a particular business.

  
51. Is staff time for project management an eligible expense under SGR?  
Answer: Project administration costs directly associated with the implementation of the capital project may be an eligible expense, up to a maximum of 10% of the proposed project budget.

52. If an agency purchased new vehicles within a year or two, should those vehicles be included in the agency's calculations of average age of fleet?  If newer vehicles are included wouldn't the average age of fleet be somewhat skewed?
Answer: You should include all active vehicles in your calculation. However, you should give the specific age and mileage for the vehicles you are replacing. Average age is noted, but it is critical that the vehicles being replaced have met their useful lives. 


Clean Fuels Program Questions:     

53. Is propane eligible for the Clean Fuels Grant Program? It was not mentioned.
Answer: The list of projects we mentioned during the webinar was not exhaustive; EPA maintains the list of clean fuels FTA considers eligible. Visit EPA at http://www.epa.gov/otaq/fuels/basicinfo.htm.

54. Do commuter rail vehicles/facilities qualify for Clean Fuels (Section 5308) funding?
Answer: The facility must have a bus component; for example, an intermodal facility served by buses as well as commuter rail. 

55. Are CNG buses less likely than other types to obtain clean fuels funding?
Answer: All clean fuels are treated equally. 

56. Can two fuel types be included on the same clean fuels application (ie CNG and Hybrid)? 
Answer: Yes.

Bus Livability Program Questions: 

57. Could you offer specific examples of bus-related equipment?
Answer: Please see the NOFA and our 9300.1 B Circular for examples of equipment. 

58. Does this apply to bicycle paths?
Answer:  We will post FTA's current Bike and Pedestrian Policy following the sessions. It may help you determine if aspects of the bike path are eligible. It depends on the connection to transit. 

59. Do commuter rail vehicles/facilities qualify for livability funding?
Answer:  Intermodal facilities are eligible, but rail only facilities would not be. 

60. Are planning projects eligible under livability grants if the projects are part of a capital effort?
Answer: All three programs are capital only; so no planning projects are eligible. 

61. Is ride matching software an eligible expense in the livability initiative?
Answer: Software is eligible as is ITS components under SGR and BLIV.  Please review criteria for the specific elements that will need to be addressed in the proposal.

62. For Livability, are design costs eligible?  If not, does the project need to be design-ready at the time of application or by the time of award?
Answer: While these are eligible expenses, these may not be competitive proposals without the constructions costs identified, committed, and/or requested as part of the proposal. Project readiness is a criterion. 


63.  Can updating the architecture for ridematch software be included as project administration expenses?
Answer:  No.  Software costing $5,000 or more (initial purchase) with a useful life of one year is a capital expense.  Project administration expenses would be incurred while administering the capital project.  The cost to keep software current is considered operating, which is not eligible under the Bus Livability Initiative.  

64. Can sidewalk improvement be included in a project that improves or builds bus stop shelters?
Answer: Yes, these are eligible expenses.  For the sidewalk improvements, we recommend reviewing FTA’s Bicycle and Pedestrian guidance; there must be a transit nexus in order for these expenses to be eligible.  

       65.  Are park and ride facilities eligible for funding under this program?
		Answer: Park and ride facilities are eligible if they are connected to bus public
transportation.  


Useful Links – Below is a list of useful resources

· Procurement Guidelines Circular 4220.1F
· Capital Program Circular 9300.1B
· Grant Management Circular 5010.1D
· FTA’s Bike and Pedestrian Policy
· Circular A-87


