Pending Full Funding Grant Agreements


Two projects are currently pending issuance of an FFGA: the West Corridor LRT in Denver, Colorado and the South Corridor I-205 / Portland Mall LRT in Portland, Oregon.

For these two projects, FTA recommends a total of $120.00 million in New Starts funding in FY 2008.  The funding recommendations for these projects reflect the proposed funding level in the unexecuted FFGAs as currently drafted.   Appendix A provides a detailed description of both projects, including their most recent New Starts rating.

Colorado:  Denver/West Corridor LRT

The Regional Transportation District (RTD) is proposing the West Corridor project, a 12-station, 12.1-mile light rail transit (LRT) line extending from RTD’s existing LRT system near Colfax Avenue and Interstate 25 (I-25), and following the former Associated Rail right-of-way and US 6, to US 6/US 40 in Jefferson County, Colorado. The proposed project connects with the Central Platte Valley light rail extension and the Central Corridor light rail line at the existing Auraria station adjacent to downtown Denver where it interlines to Denver Union Station (DUS).   Service would operate at five-minute headways between DUS and the Federal Center station in Lakewood and 15-minute headways between Federal Center and Jeffco Government Center during weekday peak periods.

The West Corridor project parallels West 6th Avenue, which carries the second highest traffic volume in the region.  Regional projections indicate that local auto travel times will increase by almost 30 percent by 2030 in an already congested corridor.  Neither the Colorado Department of Transportation nor the Denver Regional Council of Governments has included widening of this roadway in their long range transportation plans.  Intended as a high-capacity transit alternative to West 6th Avenue, the West Corridor LRT project is designed to improve transit travel times in the corridor and to increase transit connectivity to regional employment centers currently underserved by public transportation.

RTD completed a Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in October 2003 and FTA issued a NEPA Record of Decision (ROD) in April 2004.   In November 2004, Denver-area voters passed RTD’s FasTracks funding plan, which increases RTD’s sales tax revenues and is anticipated to support the construction of over 100 miles of new rail transit (including the Denver West LRT project) and a 24 percent increase in local bus service.  FTA approved the West Corridor LRT project into final design in August 2005, and recommended the project for an FFGA in the FY 2007 President’s Budget.  Since that time, the project has experienced cost growth, some of which has been mitigated through modest scope changes.  Despite these changes, the project continues to rate Medium against the New Starts criteria.  FTA expects to execute an FFGA for the project in late 2007 or early 2008.  Revenue operations are scheduled to begin in 2013.

SAFETEA-LU Section 3043(b)(7) authorizes the Denver West Corridor LRT project for final design and construction.  The capital cost for the 12.1-mile West Corridor LRT project is estimated to be $574.18 million, of which RTD is seeking $290.55 million, or 51 percent, in New Starts funding.  Through FY 2006, Congress has appropriated $4.90 million in New Starts funding for this project.  FTA recommends $40.00 million in New Starts funds for this project in FY 2008.

Oregon:  Portland/South Corridor I-205/Portland Mall LRT

The Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation District (TriMet) and Portland Metro, the region’s metropolitan planning organization, are proposing to construct 8.3 miles of new LRT guideway consisting of two segments connecting to the existing “MAX” LRT system along Interstate 84 (I-84).  Long-range regional forecasts point toward increasing traffic congestion along the I-205 corridor, for trips both originating and terminating in the southeastern metropolitan Portland area.  The intent of the South Corridor I-205/Portland Mall LRT project is to address increased travel demand in this rapidly growing corridor; to provide additional fixed guideway access between regional activity centers; and to help the Portland region achieve its land use, development, and growth management goals and objectives. 

The first segment of the proposed project is a 6.5-mile double-track line that runs north/south and parallel to I-205, connecting the Clackamas Regional Center in southeast Portland with the Gateway Transit Center east of downtown on TriMet’s existing LRT system.  The second segment of the project is a 1.8-mile LRT spur which would begin at the existing Rose Quarter Transit Center and terminate at Portland State University in south downtown Portland.  This new LRT alignment, which would run along the existing downtown bus mall on 5th and 6th Avenues, is needed because TriMet’s existing downtown LRT line (to the region’s west side) does not have the capacity to carry the additional eight trains per peak hour into the central business district (CBD) that will result from the I-205 extension.  

Metro completed a Final EIS for the project in December 2004 and FTA issued a ROD in February 2005.  FTA approved the project into final design in October 2005 and recommended the project for an FFGA in the FY 2007 President’s Budget.  FTA expects to execute an FFGA for the project in Spring 2007.  Revenue operations are anticipated to commence in late 2009. 
SAFETEA-LU Section 3043(b)(27) authorizes the South Corridor I-205/Portland Mall LRT project for final design and construction.  The current capital cost for the 8.3-mile project is estimated at $557.40 million, of which Tri-Met and Metro are requesting $334.40 million, or 60 percent, in New Starts funding.  However, in August 2006, TriMet informed FTA that the project cost estimate will increase because of unforeseen escalation in the costs of commodities.  FTA is working with TriMet to determine the final FFGA cost and the amount of any increase in commodity costs that FTA will participate in.  The FFGA project cost and New Starts share is expected to be finalized in January 2007.   Through FY 2006, Congress has not appropriated New Starts funding for this project.  FTA recommends $80.00 million in New Starts funding for this project in FY 2008.

