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Description
Port Authority of Allegheny County (Port Authority) is constructing a 1.2-mile double tracked light rail transit (LRT) extension to its existing 25-mile system connecting the Golden Triangle area of downtown Pittsburgh across the Allegheny River to the rapidly developing North Shore area.  The project includes two bored tunnels below the Allegheny River.  Three stations will be constructed as a part of the project.  A new Gateway Station will be constructed adjacent to the current Gateway Station to facilitate the tie-in to the existing system.  Two new stations will be constructed on the North Shore.  The North Side Station will be located underground in the vicinity of PNC Park, with the aerial Allegheny Station located above Allegheny Avenue.  Port Authority expects the North Shore LRT Connector to serve 14,300 average weekday boardings by 2025.
The total project cost under the FFGA for the North Shore LRT Connector is $435.00 million.  The Section 5309 New Starts funding share is $235.70 million.

Status
In 1997, the city of Pittsburgh and the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission (local metropolitan planning organization) conducted a major investment study to evaluate transportation linkages within the North Shore central business district.  The Draft Environmental Impact Statement was completed in 2000.  FTA approved the North Shore LRT Connector project for preliminary engineering in January 2001.  The project was approved for entry into final design in April 2003.  In 2005, the project scope was changed to remove the Convention Center line and four vehicles from the proposed FFGA budget.  Port Authority completed the supplemental NEPA process and received an amended Record of Decision in June 2006.  FTA and Port Authority entered into an FFGA in September 2006, with revenue operations scheduled for June 2011.  
SAFETEA-LU Section 3043(a)(20) authorized the North Shore LRT Connector for final design and construction.  Through FY 2006, Congress has appropriated $148.89 million in Section 5309 New Starts funds for the project. 

	Reported in Year of Expenditure Dollars

	Source of Funds
	Total Funding (million)
	Appropriations to Date

	Federal:
	
	

	Section 5309 New Starts

  FFGA Commitment
	$235.70
	$148.89 million appropriated through FY 20061

	Section 5309 Fixed Guideway

  Modernization
	$25.50

	

	Flexible Funds (STP/CMAQ)


	$86.80
	

	State:
	
	

	Commonwealth of 

  Pennsylvania – State Bonds
	$72.50
	

	Local:
	
	

	
	
	

	Allegheny County – Capital 

  Improvement Bonds 
	$14.50
	

	TOTAL
	$435.00
	

	NOTE: Sum of figures may differ from total as listed due to rounding.

 The appropriations to date reported above include $1.71 million in prior year Section 5309 New Starts funds that are not included in the FFGA commitment.
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