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STATEMENT BY MR. JEAN CLAUDE  NSENGIYUMVA, DEPUTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL, PRODUCTIVE AND SOCIAL SECTOR DURING THE U.S. / EAST AFRICA WORKSHOP ON 
DEVELOPMENT OF SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT SYSTEMS
NAURA SPRINGS HOTEL, ARUSHA, 26TH AUGUST 2009

Permanent Secretaries,

Ms Emily Schaffer, Representative of the US. Embassy, in the United Republic of Tanzania; 
Mr. Ronald Boenau, Leader of the US Team of Resource Persons; 

Mr. Shem Shemuyemba Representing USAID/COMPETE
Distinguished invited delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Chairperson,
It gives me great pleasure to make a few closing remarks at this inaugural US/East Africa Workshop on “Developing Sustainable Transport Systems”.  I trust that you have found the Workshop and your stay in Arusha fulfilling and worth the time off your busy schedules.

My friends, 
This workshop is of significance to the EAC.  To us infrastructure inadequacy, unreliability and cost, present the most critical problems preventing fast growth and economic development.  Hence slowing down the region’s efforts towards getting the majority of its people out of poverty.  That you were able to spend two days discussing issues that may lead towards the development of sustainable transportation system in this region gives us enormous satisfaction and hope in the words of President Barrack Obama, despite the challenges it can be done and we can do it!  
Friends,

Sustainable transportation development in East Africa requires that our Governments, planners, legislators and development partners address the following issues with urgency.

a) Urban Traffic Congestion

Our urban centres, in particular the capital cities, are reeling under unending traffic congestion and jams.  These traffic jams have implications on the air quality in our cities energy costs, and stress among other social economic implications.  I am informed that your Workshop has come up with implementable recommendations to address this challenge.
b) Universal access to transportation facilities

This issue of access to transportation facilities for under privileged in our society including the physically challenged, the poor, school children and old people among others should be critically addressed.  Transportation planners must be made to ensure that the needs for these members of our society are taken on board during projects planning, implementation and facility operations.

c) Energy

The cost of energy continues to rise by the day.  Energy costs constitute a substantial proportion of the operational costs of our infrastructure systems.  It is, therefore, important that our Governments encourage the development of mass transportation modes that conserve energy, reduce emissions and the efficient.  The US has successfully implemented such transport modes and systems in this region would do better by learning from such successful cases.  I am happy that this Workshop shared such success and I particularly urge our Planners to incorporate these lessons within their transportation plans and policies.

d) Development and expansion of the region’s Ports
Ports play a significant role in linking the hinterland and the landlocked countries to the maritime transport systems.  As such, inefficient and congested ports could play s significant role ink the escalation of transportation costs from our region to other international markets.  I am happy to note that the EAC ports are undertaking substantial rehabilitation of facilities and other systems.  This is however not sufficient in view of the establishment of the EAC Common Market that will enhance trade in the region and therefore put pressure on the already overstretched facilities at these ports.  I request the governments in the region to address the port issues as a matter of priority for the region.
e) Railways

The railways performance in the region is at unacceptable level.  The EAC Railways development Master Plan is in place but the region needs to transform it into a package of bankable projects to address the shortfalls in railways transport in the region.  I therefore appeal to our Partners to help us secure the necessary resources for the detailed designs for the prioritized network.

f) Technology

Technology developments in transport planning and operations could help the region expand the capacity and improve efficiency for the existing facilities.  I am informed that this Workshop addressed the issued related to technology development and transfer between the US and the EAC.  I trust that the region will embrace these efforts and upgrade the applications of supportive technology in transportation development.
Chairperson,

I will not be able to exhaustively address the issues that you deliberated for the last two days.  I however wish to assure that the recommendations that you arrived at would be brought to the attention of the Community Policy Organs for implementation.

In conclusion, I wish to thank our Partner from the US, EAC Partner States and all the facilitators and participants for their excellent presentations.

With these few remarks, it is my honour to declare this inaugural EAC/US Workshop on Sustainable Transportation Systems Development officially closed.

EAC Secretariat
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