SAFETEA-LU Conference Report Language 

Regarding the New Freedom Program
SEC. 3019. NEW FREEDOM PROGRAM
House Bill 
Sec. 3018. 
This section authorizes a new program requested by the Administration to address the transportation needs of persons with disabilities at all income levels. The New Freedom Program is codified as section 5317 of title 49, United States Code, a section that is repealed under current law. Under the New Freedom Program, the Secretary would make grants to a recipient for new transportation services and public transportation alternatives beyond the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) to assist individuals with disabilities with transportation needs. 

With the passage of the ADA, it has become a civil rights violation to deny access to persons with disabilities to public transportation. The New Freedom formula grant program was proposed by the administration and has been included in this legislation to provide additional tools to overcome existing barriers facing Americans with disabilities seeking integration into the work force and full participation in society. Lack of adequate transportation is a primary barrier to work for people with disabilities. The 2000 Census showed that only 60 percent of people between the ages of 16 and 64 with disabilities are employed. The New Freedom formula grant program will expand the transportation mobility options available to persons with disabilities beyond the requirements of the ADA. Examples of projects and activities that might be funded under the program include, but are not limited to: 

• Purchasing vehicles and supporting accessible taxi, ride-sharing, and vanpooling programs. 

• Providing paratransit services beyond minimum requirements (3/4 mile to either side of a fixed route), including for routes that run seasonally. 

• Making accessibility improvements to transit and intermodal stations not designated as key stations. 

• Supporting voucher programs for transportation services offered by human service providers. 

• Supporting volunteer driver and aide programs. 

• Supporting mobility management and coordination programs among public transportation providers and other human service agencies providing transportation. 

A state may use up to 10 percent of the amount it receives under this section to administer, plan, and provide technical assistance. Funds would be apportioned based on a formula that apportions 60 percent of the funds to designated recipients in urbanized areas with a population of 200,000 or more in a ratio reflecting the number of individuals with disabilities in each such urbanized area; 20 percent of the funds are apportioned among the states in a ratio reflecting the number of individuals with disabilities in urbanized areas with a population of less than 200,000; and 20 percent of the funds are apportioned among the states in a ratio reflecting the number of individuals with disabilities in non-urbanized areas in each state. 

The Secretary requires a recipient of a grant to coordinate the New Freedom program activities with other related program activities of other Federal agencies. Also a recipient that transfers funds to the urbanized area formula grant program must certify that the project for which funds are requested had been coordinated with nonprofit providers of services. Beginning in fiscal year 2007, a recipient will also be required to certify that projects selected were derived from a locally developed, coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan and that the plan was developed through a process that involved individuals of the public, private, and nonprofit transportation and human services providers. 

The Federal share for the net project capital cost of a project may be up to 80 percent, and not more than 50 percent of the net operating cost of a project. 

Senate Bill 
No Comparable Provision in Senate Bill 

Conference Substitute 
Adopts the House proposal, establishing a new formula grants program that will provide funds for new transportation services and public transportation alternatives beyond the Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) to assist individuals with disabilities with transportation needs. Section 5333 labor protections are not extended in this new program. 
