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The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT), in cooperation with the Northstar Corridor Development Authority (NCDA), is constructing a 40.1-mile commuter rail line that will connect the Minneapolis central business district (CBD) with the town of Big Lake.  The commuter rail line operates on Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway’s Chicago-to-Seattle transcontinental mainline and includes a vehicle maintenance facility, layover facility, and requisite track and signal upgrades.  The project includes a four-block (0.4-mile) extension of the existing Hiawatha light rail transit (LRT) line from its current terminus at 1st Avenue North (Warehouse District) in the CBD to a multimodal station at 5th Avenue North, where the commuter rail line terminates.  The commuter rail line will operate 12 weekday trips with 30-minute headways during peak periods.  Four of the proposed five stations include park-and-ride lots providing over 1,800 parking spaces.  Five locomotives, five bi-level cab cars, 12 bi-level passenger coaches, and two light rail vehicles are being procured as part of the project scope.  The project is considered the first phase of a larger proposal to construct an 82-mile commuter rail line from Minneapolis to Rice, Minnesota.  MnDOT estimates that average weekday ridership in 2030 will total 5,900 passengers.        

The Northstar Corridor is one of the fastest growing areas in the Twin Cities metropolitan region.  It includes the fully developed urban core and several rapidly growing suburban areas.  Major highway routes into the CBD are at capacity during peak periods for commuters from the north and northwest.  By 2025, travel along the corridor’s main arterials is projected to increase significantly, with the number of trips in the corridor expected to grow by over 30 percent and the number of inbound trips to the Minneapolis CBD estimated to increase by almost 75 percent.  This growth in travel is anticipated to result in longer automobile travel times in the corridor.  Increasing roadway capacity to meet growing travel demand is constrained by geography and existing development; the Mississippi River limits the number of access points to the CBD from the north.  By avoiding roadway congestion surrounding downtown Minneapolis, the project is expected to provide improved mobility for peak period commuters.    
The total project cost under the Full Funding Grant Agreement (FFGA) is $317.38 million.  The Section 5309 New Starts funding share is $156.81 million.  

Status

MnDOT and NCDA completed a major investment study in December 1999.  FTA approved an 82-mile commuter rail project between Minneapolis and Rice, Minnesota, into preliminary engineering in June 2000.  Subsequent Federal environmental work on the 82-mile alignment concluded with a Record of Decision in December 2002.  In an effort to reduce costs and improve cost effectiveness, MnDOT developed a 40.5-mile first phase of the full project in 2004.  An Environmental Assessment on the 40.5-mile project was completed in December 2005.  FTA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact in March 2006.  FTA approved the project into final design in September 2006.  Under a Letter of No Prejudice (LONP), NCDA began construction in early 2007.  MnDOT and FTA executed an FFGA in December 2007, with revenue operations scheduled for January 2010. 
SAFETEA-LU Section 3043(b)(15) authorized the Northstar project for final design and construction.  Through FY 2007, Congress has appropriated $31.74 million in Section 5309 New Starts funds for the project. 

	Reported in Year of Expenditure Dollars

	Source of Funds
	Total Funding
 ($million)
	Appropriations to Date

	Federal: 

Section 5309 New Starts

Flexible Funds (CMAQ and STP)


	$156.81
$5.18
	$31.74 million appropriated through FY 2007

	State:

General Obligation Bonds
	$98.56
	

	Local:

NCDA Capital Partners

Metropolitan Council


	$50.98
$5.85
	

	TOTAL  
	$317.38
	


NOTE: The sum of the figures may differ from the total as listed due to rounding.

MAP

Full Funding Grant Agreement 



A-31





                                    

A-32

Full Funding Grant Agreement                                          
Full Funding Grant Agreement



   A-33

