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In May 2008, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) authorized publication of the Environmental Assessment (EA) on 
the Gustavus Causeway Replacement Project. The project would replace a dock facility 
in Gustavus, Alaska that has deteriorated to the extent that it is becoming unsafe to use, 
and can no longer support the freight, bulk fuel transfer and marine vessel passenger 
needs of the community. The new facility would include: 1) a wider trestle that would 
handle 2-way traffic; 2) a securable staging area for vehicles and freight; 3) a dock that 
would handle wheeled freight containers and future Alaska Marine Highway System 
(AMHS) ferry service; and 4) an upgraded fuel-transfer pipeline. 

The project includes: 

· Constructing a 1,100-foot by 28-foot steel-pile supported open-grate approach
trestle. 

· Constructing a 220-foot by 110-foot (0.6 acre useable space) filled staging
area near the dock entrance. 

· Constructing a steel-pile supported grate-decked mooring dock incorporating 
a wave barrier to protect the transfer pontoon and floating dock. 

· Installing six steel-pile lead-in and breasting dolphins. 
· Allow for installation of three breasting dolphins for barge use during

construction. 

· Constructing a pontoon-supported steel transfer bridge, ramp and apron. 
· Constructing a new fuel-transfer pipeline for transferring fuel from barges to 

the on-shore community tank farm piping. 
· Re-Iocating existing small vessel mooring floats with new connections from 

the floats to the new dock and trestle. 

· Removing the existing timber trestle, dock structures and dolphins. 
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Minimization, Mitigation, or Enhancement Measures: The following avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation measures have been incorporated into the project to reduce 
impacts to important and protected resources: 

.	 The 0.6 acre offshore securable staging area is the minimum size needed for 
staging ferry vehicle traffic, parking, diesel generator, and minimizing conflicts 
with traffic on the trestle. 

.	 The staging area is designed to be far enough from shore (about 500 ft from the 
high tide line) to minimize potential adverse impacts to fish migration or littoral 
sediment transport. 

. The trestle and dock will be constructed of steel piling and grating which has low 
toxicity from leaching in the marine environment. 

. To minimize effects of pile driving, a vibratory hammer will be used for all piles 
installed, with impact-driving used only for final proofing of a few selected piles. 

. Over 200 creosote-treated pilings with known toxicity to aquatic organisms will 
be removed. 

. Riprap placed to stabilize the offshore staging area will be monitored to assess 
habitat value for marine fish and other species. 

.	 As mitigation for potential construction impacts, this project will fund 
replacement of a set of culverts on Rink Creek Road that partially block fish 
migration with a stream crossing designed for fish passage. The culverts will be 
replaced under a separate project/procurement - the Gustavus Airport Runway 
Safety Area Improvements. 

.	 The project contract specifications will include special conditions for 
implementation and maintenance of Best Management Practices during 
construction including a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), Spill 
Prevention and Control and Countermeasure Plan (SPCCP), and Hazardous 
Materials Control Plan (HMCP) to minimize impacts to water quality. 

.	 A marine mammal monitor will be assigned to the project during pile driving 
operations. 

On May 4, 11 and 18,2008, the local project sponsor Alaska Department of 
Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) published an advertisement of the 
availability of the EA, the public comment period and date of the public hearing in the 
Juneau Empire. The advertisement was also posted at the City Hall and other public 
places in Gustavus. On May 13, 2008 DOT&PF mailed copies of the EA to 21 interested 
individuals, local, state and federal agencies. Copies of the EA were also made available 
at the City Hall and public library in Gustavus, the public library in Juneau, the DOT&PF 
Regional Office in Juneau and at the public hearing in Gustavus on May 28, 2008. 

Appendix A contains revisions to the EA made in response to comments. Appendix B 
contains all comments and responses to them. Appendix C contains the project 
commitment list and Appendix D the circulation list. 
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In accordance with National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.c. 4332 et seq.) 
as amended, and 23 CFR 771.221, the FHWA and FTA have determined that the 
proposed Gustavus Causeway Replacement Project, as defined in the EA, will have no 
significant adverse impacts on the environment. This FONSI is based on the EA dated 
May 2008, which is incorporated by reference, along with other documents and 
attachments, as itemized in the EA and in this FONSI, along with the findings herein. 
The FHWA and FTA have independently evaluated the EA and determined that it 
adequately discusses the Gustavus Causeway Replacement Project purpose and need, 
environmental issues, impacts of the proposed action and appropriate mitigation 
measures as may be required. 
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For additional information about this document, contact the following agency 
representatives: 

Dale Lewis 

Transportation Program Manager 
FHWA, Alaska Division 
709 West 9thStreet 
Juneau, AK 99802-1649 

Linda Gehrke 
Deputy Regional Administrator 
Federal Transit Administration, Region X 
915 Second Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98174-1002 

Jim Petropulos, P.E. 
Preliminary Design & Environmental Group Chief 
DOT&PF, Southeast Region
P.O. Box 112506 
6860 Glacier Highway 
Juneau, AK 99807 
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