FY 2008 New Starts Projects and Ratings Contained in this Report
As noted previously, the FY 2008 Annual Report on Funding Recommendations, as with all previous annual reports, provides information on New Starts projects in different stages of development.  For projects under an FFGA, the report includes a summary profile of the project scope, expected ridership, and implementation status.  The report also includes detailed information, evaluations, and ratings for all candidate projects which have been approved by FTA for, and are actively engaged in, PE and final design and which are seeking more than $25 million in New Starts funding.  The report includes summary information on several projects approved by FTA for, and actively engaged in, PE which are exempt from project evaluation because they are requesting less than $25 million in New Starts funding.   Finally, the report includes Small Starts projects which have been approved into project development.  The maps on pages 26 and 27 present the location of existing and pending FFGAs, and projects in PE, final design, and Small Starts project development, respectively.

In the past year, 14 proposed New Starts projects which had been included in the FY 2007 Annual Report on New Starts  no longer meet the conditions for inclusion in this year’s report.  Sponsors of these projects have either a) fully implemented the project scope described in last year’s report; b) received the entirety of the New Starts funding requested to implement said scope; c) terminated or suspended project development activities; d) withdrawn from formal inclusion in the New Starts “pipeline” while they address outstanding issues which prevent their projects from advancing in development; or e) decided to no longer pursue New Starts funding.  

At the time that this report went to print, Congress had not yet passed the FY 2007 Transportation appropriations bill that funds the New Starts program.  However, 10 FFGA projects reported in last year’s Annual Report on New Starts  are assumed to receive their final New Starts appropriation in FY 2007 and are thus not included in this year’s report: the Mission Valley East Light Rail Transit Extension in San Diego, California; the Oceanside-Escondido Rail Corridor project in north San Diego County, California; the BART Extension to San Francisco Airport in California; the Douglas Branch Reconstruction project in Chicago, Illinois; the Union-Pacific West Line Extension in suburban Chicago; the Central Light Rail Transit Double-Track project in Baltimore, Maryland; the South Corridor Light Rail Transit project in Charlotte, North Carolina; the Euclid Corridor Transportation Project in Cleveland, Ohio; the Interstate MAX Light Rail Transit Extension in Portland, Oregon; and Tren Urbano in San Juan, Puerto Rico.  An eleventh project – the Wilsonville to Beaverton Commuter Rail project – was reported as being in final design in last year’s report.  FTA recommended the project for an FFGA in the FY 2007 Annual Report on New Starts and executed the agreement on October 16, 2007.  FY 2007 Congressional appropriations are assumed to fulfill FTA’s funding commitment to this project and it is therefore not included in this report.  One project which was requesting less than $25 million in New Starts funding and was thus exempt from both FTA’s evaluation and consideration for an FFGA – the East Corridor Commuter Rail project in Nashville, Tennessee – received the entirety of its requested New Starts funding with the FY 2006 appropriations and opened for revenue service in July 2006.   

One project reported in final design and one project reported in preliminary engineering in last year’s report are not included in the FY 2008 Annual Report on Funding Recommendations.  In the FY 2007 Annual Report, FTA noted that the Regional Rail System in the Raleigh-Durham area of North Carolina, “is rated Low at this time…..(the project’s sponsor, the Triangle Transit Authority (TTA)) must submit reliable information on the costs and benefits of a project scope that results in a Medium overall project rating by September 30, 2006, or be removed from final design status.”  TTA did not submit the requested information, and instead withdrew the project from final design status.  

Similarly, FTA noted in last year’s report that the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) “did not submit information to FTA for evaluation in the FY 2007 Annual Report on New Starts.  The Schuylkill Valley MetroRail project, as currently scoped, is rated Low .…..SEPTA must identify a revised project with sufficient cost effectiveness and reasonable financial plan by September 30, 2006 and produce the information necessary to rate the project or be removed from PE status.”  SEPTA did not provide FTA with a revised project scope or the requested information and the project has been removed by FTA from preliminary engineering.     
Tables 2 A-B present the ratings for all projects currently advancing through the New Starts and Small Starts development process.  Projects are rated against a number of measures which reflect the project justification and local financial commitment criteria established by statute.  The FY 2008 project evaluation process for New Starts is similar to the process used in the evaluation of projects included in the FY 2004-2007 Annual Reports on New Starts, and is consistent with FTA’s Final Rule on Major Capital Investment Projects issued on December 7, 2000; this process is further documented in Appendix B of this report.  Appendix B has been expanded this year to reflect the evaluation process used to evaluate the Small Starts projects contained in the FY 2008 Annual Report.  This evaluation process is consistent with the Interim Guidance and Instructions for Small Starts issued in July 2006.  

