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Introduction 

I am pleased to present to you FTA’s Annual Research Report for FY 2008.  Like 
last year’s report, this report highlights many of the achievements FTA has made 
this past year in support of our strategic research vision to “Deliver Solutions that 
Improve Public Transportation.”  In 2008, FTA worked with the Transit Research 
Analysis Committee to update our strategic research goals and objectives: 

•Goal 1. Provide national transit research leadership 
•Goal 2. Support increasing transit’s market share 
•Goal 3. Support improving the performance of transit operations  
 and systems. 

The success of FTA’s National Research Program in FY 2008 is a t estament to 
the hard work and quality of the researchers and support staff.  By working  
closely with customers and stakeholders, FTA will continue to develop and 
execute a comprehensive transit research program that delivers results to the 
American public and provides real solutions to the transit industry. 

Given the large number of projects underway at FTA, this report can highlight 
only some of them. I encourage you to visit the Research, Technical Assistance, 
and Training section of FTA’s website at http://www.fta.dot.gov/research.html to 
learn more about our programs. 

Sincerely,

Vincent Valdes 
Associate Administrator for 
Research, Demonstration, and Innovation 

http://www.fta.gov/research 


