FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Provisions of SAFETEA-LU

1.  Is there dedicated funding for ITS deployment?

Appropriations in FY 2005 designated over 100 ITS deployment projects. SAFETEA-LU has funds to cover these projects. After that, there are no dedicated ITS deployment funds.  Although the ITS integration program is no longer available, ITS are an eligible capital expense in FTA Federal funding programs.

 

2.  Is the regional ITS architecture still required? 

Yes.  SAFETEA-LU maintains FTA’s ITS architecture policy. FTA’s website includes the latest information on the ITS architecture policy: 


http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/ITS_Architecture_Guidance_Update.doc

 

3.  Are transit agencies required to use ITS standards? 

The ITS architecture policy requires that transit agencies use United States Department of Transportation (US DOT) standards. The US DOT has not adopted transit ITS standards yet. However, FTA is working with the American Public Transportation Association (APTA) to develop two ITS standards that APTA hopes to have approved by the spring of 2006: Transit Communications Interface Profiles (TCIP) and Universal Transit Fare Card (UTFS).  FTA encourages the industry to use APTA standards.

4.  How much discretionary funding is available?

The ITS Research and Development Program is funded at $110 million per year through FY 2009. Of that amount, $7 million per year will go to the I-95 Corridor Coalition . The Road Weather Research and Development Program will receive $5 million.  A study on Rural Interstate Communication Corridors is funded at $1 million in 2006 and $2 million in 2007.  The rest of the funding is discretionary, and all funding is subject to the Congressional appropriations process. 

5.  Where will the ITS Joint Program Office (JPO) be located? 

Although SAFETEA-LU does not address this issue, the DOT [note: is this correct?? DOT is doing this??] has initiated a process to move the ITS JPO to the Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA) .

 

6.  Is there an ITS Advisory Committee, [note: IS IT A COMMITTEE OR COUNCIL? You call it a committee below] and what is its role?

SAFETEA-LU requires that the Secretary establish an ITS Advisory Committee to provide input on aspects of the Strategic Plan [note: One thing? Should it be capitalized?] that deal with ITS, and to review ITS research areas under consideration for funding by the DOT.  No more than 20 members from various disciplines and interest areas will comprise the Advisory Committee.  DOT is required to prepare an annual report to Congress outlining the Committee’s recommendations and how it plans to implement them. The first annual report is due to Congress on February 1, 2006.
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