FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Section 5311 Rural Formula Program

.

1.  Has the formula changed for the allocation of Section 5311 funds?

SAFETEA-LU establishes a new formula tier based on non-urbanized land area to address the needs of low-density States. Twenty percent of Section 5311 funds will be distributed through this tier, with a limitation that no State may receive more than five percent of the tier.  The remaining 80 percent of funds are to be allocated using the existing formula, based on the State’s non-urbanized population. 

2.  Are Indian tribes now eligible direct recipients of Section 5311 program funds?

Yes.  SAFETEA-LU adds Indian tribes as eligible recipients of Section 5311 funds.  

3.  Is there a new tribal program under the Section 5311 program?

Yes. The Conference Report adopts Senate provision setting aside a portion of funding each year for Indian tribes. This set-aside is not meant to replace or reduce funds that Indian tribes receive from States through the Section 5311 program.
4. Are there new or additional reporting requirements for the Section 5311 program?

SAFETEA-LU introduces a new data collection requirement to the Section 5311 program.  State recipients are required to submit an annual report to the National Transit Database (NTD) on service levels, costs and revenue.

5. Will there be standard reporting requirements for all rural systems, or will there be some flexibility based on system size and staff capacity?

The data collection requirement will be tailored to the smaller size of the typical public transportation system in a rural area, while ensuring adequate data for FTA to judge the condition and performance of rural public transportation.  Sub-recipients will report to the State agency from which they receive Section 5311 funds.  The State Department of Transportation (DOT) will provide a consolidated report to FTA through the NTD.  Many State DOTs already collect this data from sub-recipients.  FTA previously worked with a group of State DOTs to develop a rural reporting module for the NTD.  This module will serve as the framework for the now-mandatory data collection.  

6. Can FTA be more specific on the required data?

The annual report from each Section 5311 recipient will contain information on capital investment, operation, and service provided with Section 5311 funds. It will include total annual revenue; sources of revenue; total annual operating costs; total annual capital costs; fleet size and type and related facilities; revenue vehicle miles; and ridership.

7. SAFETEA-LU requires a coordinated public transit-human services transportation plan for Sections 5310 (Elderly and Individuals with Disabilities), 5316 (Job Access and Reverse Commute - JARC) and 5317 (New Freedom) programs.  Do these planning provisions also apply to Section 5311 funds?
SAFETEA-LU does not include the same language in Section 5311.  However, SAFETEA-LU requires that State projects for Section 5311 provide the maximum feasible coordination with transportation services assisted by other Federal sources.  

8. How is the Rural Transportation Assistance program funded?

SAFETEA-LU funds the Rural Transportation Assistance program with a two percent set-aside of the Section 5311 appropriation, rather than from the National Planning and Research program, as was previously the case.  Up to 15 percent of the set-aside may be used by the Secretary to carry out projects of a national scope. 

9. Are there any differences between SAFETEA-LU and past provisions regarding the requirement to spend 15 percent of the State’s apportionment to support intercity bus service?  

Under SAFETEA-LU, States are required to consult with affected intercity bus service providers before certifying to the Secretary that intercity bus service needs are being met without making 15 percent of the apportionment available for such services.  FTA will develop guidance for the consultation process in collaboration with stakeholders.

10. Is there recourse for 5311 operating assistance sub-recipients who are having difficulty getting the states to release funding in a timely manner? 

Late appropriations and incremental extensions of TEA-21 have disrupted funding cycles in the past two years.  Now that SAFETEA-LU has been enacted, States should be able to apply for all of their funds shortly after passage of an appropriations act.  Each State should have a State Management Plan that describes the State’s annual cycle for soliciting applications from sub-recipients.  If a sub-recipient or potential sub-recipient thinks the State is not following its plan or is otherwise unreasonably restricting access to Federal funds, the sub-recipient should contact the FTA regional office for information and/or assistance.

11. What is a State to do with a 5311 tribal set-aside, if there are no tribal sub-recipients?  

FTA will not apportion funds to States under the Section 5311 tribal set-aside.  FTA will allocate funds directly to the tribes under the set-aside, but the apportionment method is not specified in SAFETEA-LU and has yet to be determined.  Solely for the purposes of illustrating how much money might flow to each State under SAFETEA-LU, FTA included a formula allocation of the tribal set-aside based on tribal population in the “State by State SAFETEA-LU” summary tables posted on the website.  An alternative method might be to apportion funds only to those tribes that respond to a request for letters of intent.  FTA will be consulting with tribal leaders to develop the program.

12. The transfer provisions allow for Section 5310, JARC and New Freedom funds to be transferred and administered by recipients under Section 5311 guidelines. Is there any flexibility to transfer funds from 5311 to the other programs? 

No.  Section 5311 funds can be transferred to the Section 5307 program for small urbanized areas, but not to JARC, Section 5310, or New Freedom.  See Section 5336(f)(2).

13. Are there requirements that all Section 5311 FTA recipients have to prepare and adopt a safety and security plan? 

There is no specific requirement for Section 5311 recipients to prepare a separate safety and security plan.  However, safety and security are two of the planning factors that must be considered as part of the Statewide Plan, required under Section 5304.

