FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Fixed Guideway Modernization Provisions of SAFETEA-LU

1.  What changes were made to the Fixed Guideway Modernization formula program under SAFETEA-LU?

There were no changes to the formula or eligibility criteria for the program.  Unless otherwise specified (see 5337(f) and 5337(g)), eligible urbanized areas have populations of at least 200,000 and fixed guideway systems that are at least seven years old.  They must have more than one mile of fixed guideway to receive an apportionment.  

2.  What urbanized area does 5337(f) and 5337(g) refer to?  

Morgantown, West Virginia.

3. What is being done to provide additional funding for preservation of fixed guideway infrastructure? 

Increased funding levels for Section 5309 and 5307 fixed guideway modernization programs under SAFETEA-LU provide more resources for the preservation of fixed guideway infrastructure.  

Many project activities that support the preservation of fixed guideway infrastructure fall under preventive maintenance. That includes vehicle maintenance and non-vehicle maintenance, such as repair of buildings, grounds and equipment damaged by accidents or vandalism, and maintenance of electric power facilities. It also includes maintenance of vehicle movement control systems, fare collection and counting equipment, structures, tunnels, subways, and roadways.      

4. Has the definition of "fixed guideway" changed for the purposes of Section 5307 and 5309 fixed guideway modernization apportionment?

The definition of “fixed guideway,” per se, has not changed.  However SAFETEA-LU stipulates in Section 5336(b) that fixed guideway route-miles includes 60 percent of the directional route-miles of the Alaska Railroad system used for passenger service, beginning in FY 2006. This will permit the inclusion of fixed guideway mileage for the Alaska Railroad system in Section 5307 and 5309 apportionment calculations. 





