FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Clean Fuels Grant Program Provisions of SAFETEA-LU

1.  What is the Clean Fuels Grant program?

The Clean Fuels Grant program provides funding for clean fuel buses and related facilities in air quality non-attainment and maintenance areas. Eligible projects include 

· the purchase or lease of clean fuel buses (including buses that use a lightweight composite primary structure), 

· the construction of clean fuel buses, 

· the construction or lease of electrical recharging facilities and related equipment for clean fuel buses, and 

· the construction or improvement of public transportation facilities to accommodate clean fuel buses.
2.  Is this a new program?

TEA-21 created the Clean Fuels Grant program (Section 5308 of Title 49).  However, funding for the program had been transferred each year during the appropriations process to the Bus and Bus Facilities discretionary grant program. Program requirements of the Urbanized Area formula program (Section 5307) will still apply to the Clean Fuels program. However, funding is now discretionary rather than formula-based.

3.  Now that the Clean Fuels program is discretionary, are there specific projects designated for funding in the new bill?

Sixteen projects have been designated in SAFETEA-LU to be funded through the Clean Fuels program. They account for just under half of the total amount authorized under the program.  Funding remains subject to the appropriations process, however, and FTA does not intend to extend blanket pre-award authority for projects appearing in SAFETEA-LU, because Congress may remove, change, or add earmarks during the appropriations process. 

4. Is the Clean Fuels program limited to urbanized areas of a certain size? 
Clean Fuels funds are available to any urbanized area that is designated as a maintenance or non-attainment area for ozone or carbon monoxide, as defined in the Clean Air Act.  
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