FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Bus and Bus Facilities Provisions of SAFETEA-LU

1.  Has anything changed in the Bus and Bus Facilities Program?

The program is largely unchanged in SAFETEA-LU.  However, there are new set-asides for ferryboat systems and for intermodal terminals. Also, the intercity bus portion of an intermodal facility is now eligible under the Bus and Bus Facilities program.

2.  Are there specific projects designated for funding in SAFETEA-LU?

SAFETEA-LU designates 646 projects to be funded through the Bus and Bus Facilities program. These projects account for just over half of the total amount authorized under the program.  Funding remains subject to the appropriations process, however, and FTA does not intend to extend blanket pre-award authority for projects appearing in SAFETEA-LU.  Congress may choose to earmark the remaining funds during the appropriations process, as it has done with the Bus program for several years.  
3.  Where are the earmarks listed?

A list of earmarks appears in Section 3044(a) of SAFETEA-LU.  The list also includes projects designated for funding under the Clean Fuels program.  See the FTA “reauthorization” webpage for a copy of SAFETEA-LU. 

4.  Does SAFETEA-LU include language like that in recent appropriations acts which exempts earmarked projects from meeting program requirements? 
No.  But a small number of earmarks are for projects with expanded eligibility.   

5. Does the Bus and Bus Facilities program cover paratransit vehicles and facilities? 

Yes.  FTA interprets “bus” to include all types of buses and vans (except trolley buses using overhead catenaries, which are classified as fixed guideway, by law).

6. Do separate discretionary funding categories for (1) bus facilities and (2) clean fuels increase chances for funding?

Congress can designate many new projects under these programs, so it is difficult to predict how much any one grantee might benefit from the establishment of a separate discretionary Clean Fuels program.  However, because SAFETEA-LU increases the overall level of authorized spending, FTA grantees as a whole should receive more Federal assistance than they have in the past.
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