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 Overview of the FY 2012 Funding 
Opportunities   

 Highlights for FY 2012 Funding Opportunities 
 Funding Opportunities:  
 Clean Fuels Program Overview  
 Bus Livability Initiative Overview 
 State of Good Repair Initiative Overview  

 Application Instructions  
 Questions and Answers  
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Overview of the FY 2012 Funding 
Opportunities   

  
 Statutory Program Funding 

Availability* 
NOFA 

Published 
Application 

Deadline 

SGR, Bus Livability and Clean 
Fuels       

Bus & Bus Facilities 
(5309(m)(1)c-(SGR) $650,000,000 2/7/2012 3/22/2012 

Bus - Livability $125,000,000 2/7/2012 3/29/2012 
Clean Fuels (5308) 
(supplemented with Bus 
funds) $51,500,000 2/7/2012 4/5/2012 
Veteran's Initiative       

Bus - Veteran's Initiative $25,000,000 2/7/2012 4/19/2012 
Alternatives Analysis (5339)       

Alternatives Analysis (5339) $25,000,000 March-2012 April 2012 
Other       

Tribal Transit (5311(c) $15,000,000 March-2012 April-2012 
Over-the-Road-Bus (Section 
3038) $8,800,000 March-2012 May-2012 
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Highlights for FY 2012 Funding Opportunties  
 FY 2012 Appropriations bill enacted in 

November, but contract authority limited to 
March 31, 2012. 

 Funding amounts are slightly less than in prior 
year  

 Longer & Staggered Application Period  
 Program-Specific Supplemental Forms 

(“Applicant and Proposal Profile”) still required, 
but UPDATED for all programs. FY 2012 Forms 
must be used. 

 Grants.Gov and FTA Website for all INFO!  
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Clean Fuels Grant Program 

Grant Opportunity 
Section 5308 Clean Fuels Grant Program 

Guidance for Application to FY 2012 
Round of Discretionary Grants  

February/March 2012 



Agenda 

• Program Purpose 
• Eligible Applicants 
• Eligible Projects and Costs 
• Federal Funding and Required 

Local Match   
• Evaluation Criteria 
• Supplemental Form  

 
6 



Program Purpose 

• Assist nonattainment and maintenance areas in 
achieving or maintaining the National Ambient Air 
Quality Standards for ozone and CO 
 

• Support emerging clean fuel and advanced propulsion 
technologies for transit buses and markets for those 
technologies. 

 

 Approximately $51.5 million* 
 

*Subject to Funding availability 
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Eligible Applicants 
Maintenance or Non-attainment Areas 

• Designated Recipients in maintenance or non-
attainment areas for ozone or CO under Section 
5307 Urbanized Area Formula Funds  

• Federally-Recognized Tribes 
• State Departments of Transportation 

Attainment Areas 
•  Direct Recipients of Section 5307 funding 
•   Federally-Recognized Tribes  
•  State Departments of Transportation 
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Eligible Projects and Costs 

• Purchasing or leasing clean fuel buses, buses that 
employ lightweight composite primary structures and 
vans for use in revenue service. 

• Construction or leasing of clean fuel bus facilities 
(including electrical recharging facilities and related 
equipment). 

• Projects relating to clean fuel, biodiesel, hybrid 
electric, or zero emissions technology buses.  

• The purchase or lease of non-revenue vehicles is not 
an eligible project. 
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Federal Funding and Required Local Match 

• Vehicles - 90% FTA/10% local contribution 
for the net incremental cost of the clean fuels 
component (not the whole vehicle).  Grantees 
can use an FTA administrative blended share 
of 83% for the whole vehicle.   

 
• Facilities - The 83 % Federal share does not 

apply to facilities, for which costs are more 
variable.  The Federal share is 90% of the cost 
of Clean Air Act (CAA) elements of the facility.  
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Evaluation Criteria  
1. Demonstration of Benefits 

 Transportation Related Pollutants 

2. Demonstration of Clean Fuels/Advanced Technologies 
 Emerging Clean Fuels Technologies 
 Advanced Technologies for Transit Buses 

3. Demonstration of Need 
 One-time or periodic, Impact on Air Quality 

4. Planning & Local/Regional Prioritization  
 Long Range Plan, Letters of Support, Regional Coordination 

5. Project Readiness  
 Funding, Ability to Implement 

6. Technical, Legal, and Financial Capacity 
 
Please refer to the complete list of criteria in the Federal 

Register Notice of Funding Availability 
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Supplemental Form 
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Clean Fuels Questions? 
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www.fta.dot.gov/cleanfuels 

Vanessa Williams 
(202) 366-4818 

vanessa.williams@dot.gov 

Applications Due: April 5, 2012 
(11:59pm EDT) 



Bus Livability Initiative 
Grant Opportunity 

 
Section 5309 Bus and Bus Facilities Program 

Guidance for Application to FY 2012 
Round of Discretionary Grants 

February/March 2012 



Agenda 

• Program Purpose 
• Eligible Applicants 
• Eligible Projects and Costs 
• Federal Funding and Required 

Local Match   
• Evaluation Criteria 
• Supplemental Form 
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Program Purpose 
To invest in projects that advance the livability principles that 
are the foundation of the DOT-HUD-EPA Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities 
 

Six Livability Principles 
 Provide more transportation choices 
 Expand location and energy-efficient housing choices 
 Improve economic competitiveness of neighborhoods 
 Target federal funding toward existing communities   
 Align federal policies and funding 
 Enhance the unique characteristics of all communities 

 

 Approx. $125 M in funding* 
 

*Subject to funding availability  
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Eligible Applicants 
• Direct Recipients of Section 5307 Urbanized Area 

Formula Program Funding 
 

• States may submit: 

– Consolidated proposal(s) for urbanized areas 

– Consolidated proposal for all non-urbanized area 

• Federally Recognized Tribes 
 

• Eligible Subrecipients – Public agencies, private 
entities and non-profits may submit projects as a part 
of a consolidated application by an eligible applicant. 
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Eligible Projects and Costs 

Capital Projects Such as: 
• Purchase and rehabilitation of buses and vans 
• Bus related equipment (including ITS, fare 

equipment, & communication devices) 
• Construction and rehabilitation of facilities, including 

bus maintenance, administrative,  transfer, and 
intermodal facilities.   

• Operating expenses and preventive maintenance are 
not eligible expenses. 
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Federal Funding and Required Local Match 

Federal funding ratio: 

• 80% Federal/20% Local 

Exceptions: 
• 90%/10% for vehicle-related equipment or facilities 

attributable to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Acts (ADA) and the Clean Air Act (CAA) 

• Alternative: 83%/17% for the net capital cost of new 
vehicles that are equipped to be compliant with ADA or CAA. 
This does not apply to facilities, for which all ADA and CAA-
related costs must be itemized. 

• Eligible forms of local match found in OMB Circular A-87 
• Form of local match cannot be substituted post-award 
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Evaluation Criteria 
1. Linkage to Livability Principles 
 Create convenient transportation options, intermodal 

connections, reducing congestion, improve access 

2. Linkage to Environmental Sustainability 
 Improve energy efficiency, and maintain, protect or 

enhance environment through policies and practices 

3. Leveraging of Public and Private Investments 
 Inclusion of non-Federal funding partners, and 

interdisciplinary partners 

4. Demonstrated Need for Resources 
 One time need that can’t be funded from formula funds, 

significant impact on service delivery 

 
 

 



Evaluation Criteria  continued 

5. Planning and prioritization at local/regional level 
 In STIP/TIP or can be amended, endorsed by MPO or 

State,  consistent with service needs of area 

6. Project readiness  
 NEPA, Design, Programming, Funding, Ability to 

Implement 

7. Technical, Legal, and Financial Capacity 
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Please refer to the complete list of criteria in the 
Federal Register Notice of Funding Availability 



Supplemental Form 
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For Further Information 
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www.fta.dot.gov/bus 

Bryce McNitt 
(202) 366-2618 

Bryce.McNitt@dot.gov 

Applications Due: March 29, 2012 
(11:59pm EDT) 



State of Good Repair Initiative 
Grant Opportunity 

 
Section 5309 Bus and Bus Facilities Program 

Guidance for Application to FY 2012 
Round of Discretionary Grants 

February/March 2012 



Agenda 

• Program Purpose 
• Eligible Applicants 
• Eligible Projects and Costs 
• Federal Funding and Required 

Local Match   
• Evaluation Criteria 
• Supplemental Form 
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Program Purpose 
 To improve and maintain America’s buses and bus facilities so that 

the nation’s public transportation systems are in good physical 
condition and can successfully accomplish their performance 
objectives 
 

 Will prioritize the replacement and rehabilitation of intermodal 
facilities that support the connection of bus service with multiple other 
modes of transportation 
 

 Will prioritize the development and implementation of transit asset 
management systems (strategic approach to operating, maintaining, 
and improving physical assets that identifies a structured sequence 
of maintenance, repair, rehabilitation, and replacement to achieve 
and sustain a desired state of good repair over the lifecycle of the 
assets at minimum possible cost. 

 Approximately $650 million* 
 *Subject to Funding Availability 
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Eligible Applicants 
• Direct Recipients of Section 5307 Urbanized Area 

Formula Program Funding 

• States may submit: 

– Consolidated proposal(s) for urbanized areas 

– Consolidated proposal for all non-urbanized areas 

• Federally-Recognized Tribes 

• Eligible Subrecipients – Public agencies, private 
entities and non-profits may submit projects as a part 
of a consolidated application by an eligible applicant. 
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Eligible Projects and Costs 

Capital Projects, such as: 
• Replacement or rehabilitation of buses and vans 
• Reconstruction and rehabilitation of facilities (bus 

maintenance, passenger, intermodal) 
• Bus related equipment (including ITS, fare equipment 

& communication devices) 
• Transit Asset Management systems  
• New maintenance facilities and equipment to address 

capacity constraints affecting asset management 
• Operating expenses and preventive maintenance are 

not eligible expenses. 
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Federal Funding and Required Local Match 

Federal funding ratio: 

• 80% Federal/20% Local 

Exceptions: 
• 90%/10% for vehicle-related equipment or facilities 

attributable to compliance with the Americans with Disabilities 
Acts (ADA) and the Clean Air Act (CAA) 

• Alternative: 83%/17% for the net capital cost of new 
vehicles that are equipped to be compliant with ADA or CAA. 
This does not apply to facilities, for which all ADA and CAA-
related costs must be itemized. 

Eligible forms of local match listed in OMB Circular A-87 
Form of local match cannot be substituted post-award 
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Evaluation Criteria 
1. Demonstration of Need 
 Asset Age and Condition 
 Demonstrated backlog of deferred maintenance 
 Degree to which project will improve the maintenance and 

condition of the agency’s assets 

2. Planning and Local/Regional Prioritization  
 Long Range Plan, Letters of Support, Regional Coordination 

3. Project Readiness  
 NEPA, Design, Programming, Funding, Ability to Implement 

4. Technical, Legal, and Financial Capacity 

Please refer to the complete list of criteria in the Federal 
Register Notice of Funding Availability 
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Supplemental Form 



For Further Information 
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www.fta.dot.gov/SGR 
www.fta.dot.gov/bus 

Adam Schildge 
(202) 366-0778 

adam.schildge@dot.gov 

Applications Due: March 22, 2012 
(11:59pm EDT) 



FTA 2012 Discretionary Grant 
Program Opportunities 

Grant Funding Opportunities and 
Application Instructions 

Open Application Period 
February/April 2012 



Agenda 

• Locating funding opportunities on FTA website 
and in Grants.gov 

• Applying for FTA funds using Grants.gov 
• Registration on Grants.gov 
• Downloading Application Package and 

Supplemental Forms 
• Completing and Submitting the Applications 

package 
• Help in Application Process 
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Discretionary Grant Programs 
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http://fta.dot.gov/grants/13094.html  



Discretionary Grant Programs 
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http://fta.dot.gov/grants/13077.html 

Each NOFA page contains 
links to Federal Register 
notices, application 
instructions, required 
supplemental forms, as well 
as shortcuts to Grants.gov 
synopsis and download sites.  
 



Discretionary Grant Programs 
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http://fta.dot.gov/grants/13077.html 

Each NOFA page contains 
links to Federal Register 
notices, application 
instructions, required 
supplemental forms, as well 
as shortcuts to Grants.gov 
synopsis and download sites.  
 



Applying through Grants.Gov 

• Grants.gov home page  
Find & Apply 
– http://www.grants.gov/   

• Apply for Grants 
– http://www.grants.gov/applicants/apply_

for_grants.jsp   

• Registration Checklist 
– http://www.grants.gov/assets/Organizati

onRegCheck.pdf  
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In order to apply for a grant, you and/or 
your organization must complete the 
Grants.gov registration process. 
Registration can take between three-five 
business days or as long as two weeks if all 
steps are not completed in a timely manner.  
 



Finding Opportunities 

39 Go to Grants.gov and click Find Grant Opportunities on the left hand navigation. 



Applying 
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Instructions for Applying 
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Application instructions 
are available in the NOFA 
announcement and in the 
application download in 
Grants.gov. 



Applying for an Opportunity 
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Click the download link in the “Instructions 
and Application” column shown above to 
open the “Application Instructions” and 
“Application Package” download window. 



Application Package 
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Download and save the 
Application Package to your 
computer. The application 
downloads and opens as an 
SF424 in PDF format. You must 
move SF424 Mandatory Form 
and Attachments from the 
Mandatory Documents box to 
the Mandatory Documents for 
Submission Box.  



Attach Supplemental Form 
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You MUST attach the corresponding Supplemental Form 
(application profile) to the SF424 or the proposal will be invalid 
and not reviewed by FTA.  

State of Good 
Repair Initiative

FTA-2012-004-
TPM-SGR

State of Good Repair

Bus and Bus 
Facilities 
Livability 
Initiative

FTA-2012-005-
TPM-BLIV

Livability Initiative

Clean Fuels Grant 
Program

FTA-2012-003-
TPM CLNF

Clean Fuels Program

Mandatory 
Supplemental Form Opportunity IDProgram



Supplemental Form 
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• All fields on a Supplemental Form 
MUST be filled out, unless instructed 
otherwise.  Leaving fields blank will 
mark your submission as invalid. 
 

• Use the Validate Form button located 
at the top right hand corner of the 
supplemental form to make sure no 
required fields were left blank. 

 

• The sum of the Budget Line items 
listed in the Supplemental Form must 
match the Estimated Funding amount 
in the SF424 form. If these amounts 
do not match, DGS will mark the 
submission as invalid.   

 



Application Status 

• After application submission 
–Grants.gov emails notices with within 

24-48 hours after submission 
• Grants.gov sends Validation email 

verifying “successful” submission 
• OR “rejection” due to errors 

–Upon transmission to FTA 
• FTA will email if issues with 

supplemental forms 
46 



Grants.gov Info and Resources 

• Applicant User Guide - detailed guide to registration, finding and 
applying for grant opportunities. 
– http://grants.gov/assets/Applicant-User-Guide_110711.pdf 

– http://grants.gov/assets/OrgRegUserGuide.pdf 

• Grants.gov home page – Find & Apply 
– http://grants.gov/ 

• Apply for Grants 
– http://www07.grants.gov/applicants/apply_for_grants.jsp 

– http://grants.gov/assets/FindApplyUserGuide.pdf 

• Registration Checklist 
– http://www07.grants.gov/assets/Organization_Steps_Complete_Registration.pdf 

• Grants.gov Customer Service 
– http://www07.grants.gov/applicants/apply_for_grants.jsp 
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Help in Application Process 

• For Grants.gov applications issues: 
– Grants.gov Contact Center is open 24 hours 

a day, 7 days a week, to help with issues 
regarding Grants.gov. Email 
support@grants.gov or call 1-800-518-4726 
and visit the self-help portal at 
www.grants.gov/iportal.  

• For FTA Program Questions or Issues: 
– Contact FTA Program Manager (name, 

phone and contact information provided in 
NOFA). 
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Questions and Answers 
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