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RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY : : 2 /

July 23, 2008

- Mr James g o
~Administralor
Federal Transit Administration
400 Seventh Street SW
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Simpso#:

I hereby certify to the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation that the
intercity bus service needs of the State of are being met adequately, Pursuant to Subsection
5311(f)(2) of 49 United States Code, the State of Rhode Island accordingly does not intend
to expend 15 percent of its Fiscal Years 2007 and 2008 Section 5311 apportionments to
carry out a program for the development and support of intercity bus transportation as wouid
be required by Federal law in the absence of this certification.

of Directors, the General Manager is authorized to execute and file grant applications and
support information with the Federal Transit Administration.

, During the past year and a half, RIPTA has conducted an assessment of statewide intércity
bus mobility needs. which dates are no more than four years before th)e date of this
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Through the coordinated planning process, we have been identifying Rhode Island’s existing
transportation services and unmet transportation needs. During this process, we have heard

to destinations across the state fline in nearby empioyment centers. We have not received or
identified needs for additional connections to the intercity bus system.
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RHODE ISLANE PUBLIC TRANSIT AUTHORITY .
Before this certification, as required by 5311(f)(2), the Rhode Island Public Transit Authority
consulted with affected intercity bus operators, Peter Pan, Bonanza and Greyhound. The
consultation process contained the four elements required by the circular and invoived the
following activities: ’

1. RIPTA contacted the American Bus Association and confirmed that the intercity bus

réyholind Bus Lines. Peter
ate and to open a
interests and concems. After the first ietter, we wera

nza during the public hearing for the State Management Pian.

2. The Rhode Island Public Trarisit Alithority has included the intercity bus operators in
its update of the State Program Management Plan and notified them of the public
meeting on the SMP, discussed intercity bus issues with a fepresentative of Peter
Pan Bus,

3. As part of our on-going working relationship with intercity bus providers, we have
renewed leases with Peter Pan and Greyhound for ticket sales, passenger waiting
and bus berthing at Kennedy Plaza. RIPTA has included a note in the Rhode Island
STIP, recognizing the eligibility of Peter Pan to receive FTA funding, and including
funds that are available 1o Peter Pan in RIPTA's TIP program.

4. In Rhode island, transit projects from outside agencies are solicited as part of the

Considering the State's assessment and the resuits of the consultation process to date, the
basis for the certification that there are no unmet intercity bus needs in the State is based an

the following: 1) RIPTA 5311 service provides regular access to intercity bus servige for

Sincerely,

Al 3 Vs

Alfred J. Moscola
General Manager

1" cc: Richard H, Doyle, Regional Administrator
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VERMONT

State of Vermont [phone]  802-828-0657 Agency of Transportaiion
Office of the Secretary [fux] Bou-828-3522
One National Life Drive . o] 802-253-0101

Montpelier, VI 05633-5001
www,aot.state vt ug

September 5, 2008

Mr. James 8. Simpson, Administrator
Federal Transit Admipistration

Office of the Administrator

400 7" Street 8.W., Room 9328
Washington, DC 20590

Dear Mr. Simpson:

I hereby certify to the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation that for the purposes of
subsection 531 L(£)(2), the intercity bus service needs of the State of Vermont are being met as all requests for
intercity services have been funded. Pursuant to subsection 531 1{f)(2) o' 49 United States Code, the state
accordingly does not intond to expend fifieen percent of its fiscal yesr 2007 Scction 5311 apportionment to carry out
a program for the development and support of intercity bus transpottation, as would be requited by Federal faw in
the absence of this certification.

Veymont has taken several steps to obtain input regarding the intereity bus service needs, and to share
information regarding the availability of Section 5311 fimds for intergity bus services, For cxample, through its
Public Transportation Policy Plan, Vermont gathered input from the public and from intercity operators. During this
process, dovens of meatings were conducted around the state, which were attended by a number of residents.
Vermont is currently developing 12 short-range public transportation plans and gathering input from the public and
intercity vperators. Additional opportunities for public and provider input are afforded annually through the
Transportatien Impravement Plan (TIP) and Statewide Transportation Imprevement Plan (STIP) processes.

As required by 5311(f)(2), the State of Vcrmonl consulted with affected. Intercity bus operators in the
spring of 2008, That consultation process contained the four slements required by the circular, The Deparment of
Transportation identified four intercity bus carriers providing service within the State of Vermont, and contacted
each of the providers. The notification provided the availability of Section 5311 funds, some general information
regarding the 5311 program, and information on how to apply for operating and capital funds. None of eur
consultation cfforts [cd 1o any intercity bus providers seeking 5311 funds because of their unwillingness to absorb
the non-funded operating loss on potential routes. Recently we were notified of Greyhound’s decision to cease
service between Rutiand and White River Junotion, Vermeont,

Current small orban and rural needs for operating and capital assistance exceed available Section 5311
funds, Maintaining an unused and unrequesied set-aside for intereity service is not a good use of available funding.

Sinegrely,
David C. Dill

Secretary of Transportation

e Aichard Doyle, FTA Region |
Judi Malloy, FTA Region |
Krista Chadwick, Public Transit Assistant Administrator
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