Date ______________________________________

Grant Applicant ____________________________

[NOTE:  Pursuant to 40 C.F.R. § 1506.5, applicants or applicants’ contractors may prepare NEPA documents for submittal to federal agencies.  However, the applicant is responsible for submitting accurate and complete documentation to FTA.  Please prepare a transmittal letter or statement to accompany the CE verifying that you have reviewed the information contained in the document when you transmit it to FTA. The transmittal should include the following statement:  

“in submitting the _(project name)_ categorical exclusion (CE) to the FTA, the applicant _(insert name/agency info)_ affirms that it has reviewed and supports the information presented documenting the proposed action as meeting the criteria for a CE in accordance with 23 CFR Part 771.117(d)(_insert # here). Following independent review and verification by FTA, applicant _(insert DOT name/info)_ requests that it be notified of the acceptability of its submission. PLEASE DELETE THIS NOTE AND ALL HIGHLIGHTED INFORMATION BELOW BEFORE SUBMITTAL TO FTA.THE HIGHLIGHTED INFORMATION BELOW IS ONLY MEANT TO ASSIST THE APPLICANT WITH INFORMATION TO INCLUDE AS PART OF THE DOCUMENTATION, NOT SERVE AS LANGUAGE TO BE USED.]
INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR PROBABLE 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION

(SECTION 771.117(d))
____A.
DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Describe type of project and transit nexus (include applicable FTA Transit Programs supported by this project).  This description should include the proposed use, property size, parcel history, ownership information, acreage, and previous and current studies.
· Include a brief discussion summarizing the need for the project (e.g., congestion, state of good repair). 
· Explain in common language how implementation of the project will address the project need, and its proposed use.  Include a complete description of the project components such as property size, history, ownership information (land management authority), acreage, and document previously conducted studies if applicable. 
· Include as many specifics as possible such as number of buses, cars, employees using the facility.

_____B.
LOCATION (INCLUDING ADDRESS):   Attach a site map, land use plan or diagram, which identifies the land uses and resources on the site and the adjacent or nearby land uses and resources.  This is used to determine the probability of impact on sensitive receptors (such as schools, hospitals, residences) and on protected resources.  This must include adjacent parcels.

· The project limits must be clearly marked.  Include all streets and features specifically called out in the “project description.”  If the project work occurs at more than one location, include those locations on the map, as well as on adjacent parcels.  
· Land use plans, and zoning maps can be obtained from the tax assessor, city, county, or metropolitan planning organizations.  
_____C.

METROPOLITAN PLANNING AND AIR QUALITY CONFORMITY:  Is the 

proposed project "included" in the current adopted MPO plan, either explicitly or 

in a grouping of projects or activities?  What is the conformity status of that plan?  Is the proposed project, or are appropriate phases of the project, included in the TIP?   What is the conformity status of the TIP?  If the project is not located within MPO boundaries, then indicate in narrative response.

· Refer to the non-attainment/maintenance area maps at: http://epa.gov/airquality/greenbk/index.html to determine if the project is located in an area that meets all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
· Document the name of the non-attainment or maintenance area if the project is located in one, and the pollutant(s) of concern within the project area.
_____D.
ZONING:   Description of zoning and land use and consistency with proposed use.   Describe in narrative why project is compatible with current land use and/or zoning.  In cases where additional ordinances exist describe ordinance and explain project compatibility. 
· Land use plans, and zoning maps can be obtained from the tax assessor, city, county, or metropolitan planning organizations.  May provide a letter from appropriate city/county/town official.
_____E.

TRAFFIC IMPACTS:
Describe potential traffic impacts, including whether the 


existing 
roadways have adequate capacity to handle increased bus and other 


vehicular traffic.  Also include description of ingress, egress and safety.
· Determine if the project will result in any construction-related impacts such as lane closures, detours, or dust abatement requirements.   Briefly describe construction-related traffic impacts, and traffic control measures required to minimize impacts for construction.  May provide a letter from the traffic engineer or other appropriate official verifying traffic impacts. 
_____F.

CO HOT SPOTS:   If there are serious traffic impacts at any affected intersection,

and if the area is nonattainment for CO, demonstrate that CO hot spots will not 

result.  In nonattainment areas, IAC concurrence and documentation must be attached. If project is not in a non-attainment area for CO, state in narrative. 
· Refer to the non-attainment/maintenance area maps at: http://epa.gov/airquality/greenbk/index.html to determine if the project is located in an area that meets all National Ambient Air Quality Standards.  
_____G.
HISTORIC RESOURCES:   Describe any cultural, historic, or archaeological resource that is located in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project and the impact of the project on the resource.  Include documentation from the National Register of Historic Places website (http://www.nps.gov/nr ).  If a historic resource is located in the vicinity of the property (historic site is visible from property), State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) or Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) concurrence should be included.  In addition, SHPO/THPO concurrence is required if archeological resources are located on property.  If no historic or archaeological resource is located in the vicinity of property, please state and provide documentation per website.
· For more about Section 106 consultations: http://www.achp.gov/106summary.html.  If the project has potential effects to NRHP-eligible or listed projects, the Section 106 process must be followed:  http://www.achp.gov/regsflow/html 
· Refer to the Section 106 consultation letter(s) and identify site eligibility.  List each site in narrative.  Attach consultation letters to checklist.  If NO prehistoric or historic resources are present within the project’s area of potential effect (APE), attach the SHPO/THPO concurrence letter to checklist.  
· Projects involving modifications to historic buildings or structures should comply with the Secretary of the Interior Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Structures, which is available from the SHPO/THPO and http://www.nps.gov/hps/TPS/tax/rhb/stand.htm .
_____H.
NOISE:    Assess the noise impacts using the FTA Noise and Vibration Manual (http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FTA_Noise_and_Vibration_Manual.pdf). Compare the distance between the center of the proposed project and the nearest noise receptor to the screening distance for the type of project per the manual.  If the screening distance is not achieved, attach a "General Noise Assessment" with conclusions.

_____I.
VIBRATION:   Assess the vibration impacts using the FTA Noise and Vibration Manual (http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FTA_Noise_and_Vibration_Manual.pdf). If the proposed project involves new or relocated steel tracks, compare the distance between the center of the proposed project and the nearest vibration receptor to the screening distance for this type of project in FTA’s guidelines.  If the screening distance is not achieved, attach a "General Vibration Assessment" with conclusions.  If the project does not involve new or relocated steel tracks, then there will be no vibration impacts.  If so, please state in narrative.
_____J.
ACQUISITIONS & RELOCATIONS REQUIRED:   Describe land acquisitions and displacements of residences and businesses. Include current use, ownership information and date of property acquisition (if applicable).  Please note if FTA funds are used to acquire property or the property is used as local match the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/realestate/ua/ualic.htm) must be followed and documented.
_____K.

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS:   If real property is to be acquired, has a Phase I 

site assessment for contaminated soil and groundwater been performed?  

If a Phase II site assessment is recommended, has it been performed?  What steps will be taken to ensure that the community in which the project is located is protected from contamination during construction and operation of the project?  State the results of consultation with the cognizant State agency regarding the proposed remediation? 
· If there are any known hazardous materials sites or previous land uses with a potential for hazardous materials remaining within the project area or right-of-way, including existing structures have been previously painted, or road striping removed (RCRA http://www.epa.gov/osw/inforesources/online/ ), a Phase I/Phase II hazardous materials study must be performed. 
Map: http://www.epa.gov/wastes/hazard/correctiveaction/eis/eimap.htm 
· The hazardous materials documentation should be attached or provided in narrative, including concurrence with the local/state agency clean-up or mitigation plan.  
_____L.
COMMUNITY DISRUPTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE:    Provide a socioeconomic profile (and socioeconomic census map) of the affected community.  Describe the impacts of the proposed project on the community.  Identify any community resources that would be affected and the nature of the effect.    Identify if there would be any impact to minority and/or low-income communities and identify if there would be any disproportionate and adverse effect to these communities as a result of the proposed project (Executive Order 12898).  If project is not located in a distressed socioeconomic area, provide narrative and census map documentation (http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/ej2.htm).
· If this project will have NO effects to the community or its population, document in narrative. 
· Determine if any temporary, adverse, or permanent effects on any businesses, residents, or landowners will occur as a result of this project. This could include effects to access, relocations, and neighborhood continuity. If effects will occur, determine if there are any protected populations. These populations include:

· Minorities – refer to census tables for correct categories

· Low-income –population whose median household income is at or below the US Department of Health and Human Services poverty guidelines

· Age, gender, and disability

· To determine if any of the above populations are present in the project area, find the census tract and block groups for the project area, which can be found with the property address, on the US Census website:
http://factfinder.census.gov/jsp/saff/SAFFInfo.jsp?_pageId=gn7_maps
http://factfinder.census.gov/servlet/DatasetMainPageServlet?_program=DEC&_submenuId=datasets_0&_lang=en
The EPA’s EJ View tool is also useful for evaluating project sites for Environmental Justice:

http://epamap14.epa.gov/ejmap/entry.html 

_____M.
USE OF PUBLIC PARKLAND AND RECREATION AREAS:   Indicate parks and recreational areas on the site map.  If the activities and purposes of these resources will be affected by the proposed project, state how and provide concurrence from the appropriate government authority having jurisdiction over the asset(s) should be included.  If the proposed project is not located in or in the vicinity of a public parkland and recreation areas, please state such and provide documentation (map).
· Based on the definitions of use outlined in 23 CFR § 774, determine if the project will result in an actual (direct), temporary, or constructive (proximity impacts) use of the Section 4(f) resource. Locate Section 4(f) properties on project vicinity map.  http://www.section4f.com/home.htm
_____N.
IMPACTS ON WETLANDS:  Show potential wetlands on the site map.  Describe the project’s impact to on-site and adjacent wetlands.   If the project impacts wetlands, please provide mitigation efforts.  If the project is not located on wetlands or will not impact any wetland areas, please state and provide documentation (map). 
· Determine if wetlands or other Jurisdictional Waters of the US are present in the project area: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hep/23cfr777.htm Locate wetlands, streams, and/or open waters on project vicinity map. 

· Review FHWA Wetland Policy http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/wetland/wet_guid.htm to determine applicability.  If wetlands or other jurisdictional waters of the US are impacted, a Section 404 Permit may be required. http://www.epa.gov/wetlands/pdf/reg_authority_pr.pdf.  If waters have been delineated (http://www.usace.army.mil/cecw/pages/reg_supp.aspx) and determined to be under the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers, include the Corps File Number (or attach Nationwide Permit (NWP)), or state in narrative if waters are NOT under Corps jurisdiction. 
· Include any state requirements.

· Determine if the wetland(s) will be avoided by the project, if no mitigation is necessary for avoidance, explain how/why the area will be avoided (for example: at bottom of slope where no work will occur.)  Include all applicable mitigation measures specific to the wetland (s) including mitigation necessary for avoidance,
_____O.
FLOODPLAIN IMPACTS:   Is the proposed project located within the 100-year or 500-year floodplain?  If so, address possible flooding of the proposed project site and flooding induced by proposed project due to its taking of floodplain capacity. In addition, please provide documentation on how project will be designed to restore floodplain capacity.  If project is not located in the 100- year or 500-year floodplain, please state and provide documentation (map).
· Determine if the project is within a 100-year floodplain.  Review FEMA 100-year FIRMs on the FEMA website: http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/info?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1&content=firmetteHelp_0&title=FIRMette%20Tutorial  
· Include all floodplain FIRM numbers that occur in the project area and the effective or revision date for each FIRM. Include the FEMA FIRM numbers for the project area, even if the 100-year floodplain has not been delineated.  

· If a determination cannot be made whether or not the project is within a 100-year floodplain, contact the county flood control district or the local floodplain manager for assistance. 
· If the project is within a floodplain, determine if the floodplain will be impacted by the project. Impacts typically occur when topography within the floodplain is substantially modified either by placement or removal of materials within the floodplain. If the project will impact a 100-year floodplain, provide an explanation of project impacts in the narrative. Additionally, follow the requirements of 23 CFR Part 650(A).
_____P.
IMPACTS ON WATER QUALITY, NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS, & COASTAL ZONES:   If any of these are implicated, provide detailed analysis.   If not, please state and provide documentation (how can they get documentation).  
· Water Quality:  Determine if project area is in a sole-source aquifer, if not document in narrative: http://cfpub.epa.gov/safewater/sourcewater/sourcewater.cfm?action=SSA.  Refer to the current EPA/FHWA MOU regarding the Sole Source Aquifer review pursuant to Section 1424(e) of the Safe Drinking Water Act to determine if an EPA review is required: http://ceq.hss.doe.gov/nepa/regs/sdwa.html.  FTA must notify the EPA of all projects located in a sole source aquifer that do not require a Safe Drinking Water Act Section 1424(e) review by the EPA.  Include any mitigation measures required by the state or EPA. 
· Wild and Scenic River:  Determine if a recommendation for listing, or designated, Wild and or Scenic River is present in the vicinity: http://www.rivers.gov/wildriverslist.html. Note on CE if NO Rivers are present, and if project is located near a river and it will NOT be impacted.  
· If a designated wild and scenic river, or a river recommended for listing, occurs within the project area, insert the name of the river. If the project will affect the river, determine if the project will have an adverse effect on the river as outlined in Guide for Identifying Potential Adverse Effects: http://environment.fhwa.dot.gov/guidebook/vol1/doc15c.pdf.  Coordinate with the agency responsible for managing the river. After coordination is complete, describe the potential impacts to the river, explain why the effects are not adverse, and include information on the agency coordination/concurrence (for example: NPS) with the effect determination. 
· Mitigation to minimize effects to rivers designated—or recommended for designation— to the Wild and Scenic River System must be developed in coordination with FTA and the agency responsible for managing the river prior to submittal of the environmental document.

· Navigable Water and Coastal Zones:  The documentation of navigable waterways and coastal zones (Waters) can be found on the FEMA 100-year FIRMS from the FEMA website: http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/info?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1&content=firmetteHelp_0&title=FIRMette%20Tutorial.  State in narrative if Waters are present within the project area, but will not be impacted (for example, will be avoided by construction).  If Waters are impacted, state the location on project vicinity map where they will occur with mitigation or attach permits if applicable.  Include impaired waters found: http://www.epa.gov/owow/tmdl/. 
_____Q.
IMPACTS ON ECOLOGICALLY-SENSITIVE AREAS AND ENDANGERED SPECIES:   Describe any natural areas (woodlands, prairies, wetlands, rivers, lakes, streams, designated wildlife or waterfowl refuges, and geological formations) on or near the proposed project area.   If present, state the results of consultation with the state department of natural resources and US Fish and Wildlife Service on the impacts to these natural areas and on threatened and endangered fauna and flora that may be affected.  

· http://www.fws.gov/Endangered/
· http://www.fws.gov/ecos/ajax/tess_public/pub/stateOccurrence.jsp.  States will have their own list of protected and endangered species. Document what species are listed in the project area, and attach FWS and state documentation, as well as any measures taken to protect sensitive biological resources.  This includes discussion with the state addressing their concerns, and how mitigation measures were addressed (for example: nesting boxes for migratory bird species attached to bus barn.) Migratory Bird Treaty Act, http://www.fws.gov/pacific/migratorybirds/mbta.htm.
· If project vicinity is on tribal lands, the Tribal governments should be consulted for sensitive biological resources, and concurrence or directives should be included with CE documentation. 
_____R.
IMPACTS ON SAFETY AND SECURITY:  Describe the measures that would need to be taken to provide for the safe and secure operation of the project after its construction.   
 _____S.

IMPACTS CAUSED BY CONSTRUCTION:  Describe the construction plan and 

identify impacts due to construction noise, utility disruption, debris and spoil 

disposal, air and water quality, safety and security, and disruptions of traffic and access to property.   If applicable, please include any National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System best practice measures (http://cfpub.epa.gov/NPDES/). 
· NPDES Permit is required if project vicinity in a unique or impaired watershed.  Include the name of the water and coordinate with EPA and relevant state agency to identify applicable best management practices, and add the mitigation to narrative, and concurrence if appropriate:  http://iaspub.epa.gov/waters10/attains_nation_cy.control?p_report_type=T#imp_water_by_state. 

The action described above meets the criteria for a NEPA categorical exclusion (CE) in accordance 

with 23 CFR Part 771.117(d) ( -insert # here, as appropriate-).

____________________________________________
___________________________________

Applicant's Environmental Reviewer




Date

____________________________________________
___________________________________

FTA Grant Representative





Date

