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U.S. Department

of Transportation

Federal Transit

Administration

Mr. Joseph A. Calabrese, CEO                                                                  June 11, 2006
General Manager/Secretary-Treasurer

The Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority

1240 West 6th Street

Cleveland, Ohio 44113-1331







Re:  Finding of No Significant Impact 






 for the

                                                                         East Side Transit Center      

Dear Mr. Calabrese: 

Based on our review of the Final Environmental Assessment dated August 2005, the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment of November 2005 and the Phase II Environmental Site Assessment of January 2006, we have issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) for the East Side Transit Center. 
A copy of the FONSI is enclosed.  A notice of the availability of the FONSI must be sent by the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority to the affected units of Federal, State, and local government, and the document shall be made available upon request by the public, in accordance with 23 CFR 771.121(b).  The “affected units” are the City of Cleveland, the Ohio Historic Preservation Office, the Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency and the Ohio Department of Transportation.   

Thank you for your cooperation in meeting the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act.  If you have any questions, please contact David Werner of my staff at (312) 353-3879.







Sincerely,

                                                                        /signed by/ 

Marisol R. Simon 






Regional Administrator

Enclosure

Finding of No Significant Impact

Project Name:
East Side Transit Center 

Project Location:
Cleveland, Cuyahoga County, Ohio

Grant Applicant:
Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority

Based upon the attached Final Environmental Assessment, Phase I Environmental Site Assessment and Phase II Environmental Site Assessment herein incorporated by reference, it is the Federal Transit Administration's (FTA’s) finding that there will be no significant impacts on the environment associated with the development and operation of this proposed project if the following mitigation measures are taken:

1. 
Historic Properties. 

Mitigation for any potential adverse impacts to historic and archaeological resources will continue to be coordinated as agreed upon by FTA, the Ohio Historic Preservation Office, and Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority (GCRTA). This coordination process is defined in the Programmatic Agreement.

2. Parking. 
GCRTA will evaluate potential mitigation measures to reduce any potential impact to the parking supply. These mitigation techniques could include the provision of or under-utilized on street parking on adjacent streets, the creation of additional on-street parking, the creation of off-street parking, or any combination of these techniques. The amount of parking to be mitigated will be determined by GCRTA as the design of the East Side Transit Center is solidified.

3. Endangered Species. 

GCRTA will mitigate any potential impact to endangered species specifically the Indiana bat by incorporating appropriate measures in its construction timing and documents.  Trees will not be removed from April 15 through September 30 to avoid destroying the habitat for the endangered Indiana bat.

                                                               By: _/signed by/__________________
                                                                      Marisol R. Simon

                                                                      Regional Administrator

                                                                      Federal Transit Administration

 Date:  _April 11, 2006____________           
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