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FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION TRADE MISSION

December 3-12, 2008

Beijing,    Shanghai / Hangzhou,   Hong Kong / Macau
Federal Transit Administration Deputy Administrator Sherry Little will lead a trade and fact-finding mission to China from December 3-12, 2008.  The itinerary will include (a) Beijing; (b) Shanghai and Hangzhou; and conclude with (c) Hong Kong and Macau, sites of some of the world’s fastest-developing and efficient public transportation systems.  
Beijing:  The Beijing element of the mission will include participation in the U.S.-China Transportation Forum on December 3 which is a key element of the U.S.-China Strategic Economic Dialogue (SED), a mechanism for strategically managing U.S.-China economic and trade relations.  The Transportation Forum will facilitate input from the transportation industry in identifying important transportation infrastructure needs across all transportation modes and enable the free flow of trade between the U.S. and China.  The Beijing activities will also include meetings with national and local Chinese public transportation officials.
Shanghai / Hangzhou:  In Shanghai, the Mission Team will meet with public transportation officials to review expansion plans and opportunities in urban and interurban rail, Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) and the maglev system.  The role of the private sector will be discussed and site visits will be included.  Shanghai boasts the world’s only functioning magnetic levitation train system, which travels at speeds of more than 250 miles per hour.  
In Hangzhou, the Mission Team will meet with officials and conduct field visits to the BRT system and the Hangzhou Metro construction project which is scheduled to open in 2011.

Hong Kong / Macau:  In Hong Kong, meetings with officials of the highly efficient transit system will be held to discuss transit expansion plans and public/private partnerships along with related site visits which are planned such as the Operations Control Center.  Meetings in Macau will focus on the Light Rapid Transit System which is under development.
Gold Key Service Offered
In Shanghai and Hong Kong, the U.S. Commercial Service is offering its Gold Key Service which is an individualized matchmaking opportunity to connect the private sector members of the U.S. transit industry with key Chinese government officials and transit industry leaders.  Special briefings on tips to doing business in China, the local business environment and the US-China relationship is also explained.  Additional information on the Gold Key Service can be found at:  http://www.buyusa.gov/china/en/gks.html.
Please advise either Ron Boenau [202-366-0195; Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov] or Rita Daguillard 
[202-366-0955; Rita.Daguillard@dot.gov] as soon as possible if you are interested in receiving additional information on this Mission.
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