FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

LONG LAKE STATION PARKING EXPANSION

METRA

(IL-90-X524)

Based upon the attached Environmental Assessment, herein incorporated by reference, it is the Federal Transit Administration's finding that there will be no significant impacts on the environment associated with the development and operation of this proposed project

if the following mitigation measures are taken:

1.
Land Acquisition/Displacements – Metra will ensure that all real property and real property rights acquired for any element of the project are acquired in accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, as amended (Uniform Act), and USDOT’s implementing regulation (49 CFR Part 24).  

2.
Water Quality - Metra will ensure that a detention basin and stormwater management system will be designed using best management practices to minimize potential water quality impacts to Long Lake or Squaw Creek.  

3.
Wetlands - Metra will complete wetland delineations during the growing season and take measures to avoid and minimize impacts during the design phase of this project. Unavoidable wetland impacts will be mitigated at the in-basin Metra Stateline Wetland Mitigation site in Antioch, Illinois.  

4.
Flooding - Metra will provide the necessary floodplain compensatory storage (as determined during final design) for the encroachment of that part of the parking lot in the eastern boundary area that is located within the Zone AE floodplain of Squaw Creek.  All mitigation of floodway and floodplain impacts will be provided in accordance with the requirements of the Lake County floodplain/floodway ordinances.  

5.
Endangered Species - Metra will conduct surveys as required by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to determine the presence of any threatened or endangered species.    If any such species are found as a result of those surveys, Metra will initiate mitigation measures after consultation with the IDNR and USFWS and prior to construction.

6.
Traffic and Parking - Metra will ensure that a traffic signal is added at the intersection of West Main Street and Illinois Route 134 for the initial phase of this project.  For the final parking lot build-out in 2020, further lane widening of IL-134 and additional turn signal lanes will be added to accommodate the increase in traffic volumes generated by the larger parking facility.  

7.
Historic Properties and Parklands - Metra will conduct a Phase 1 archeological survey as required by the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency to locate, identify, and record all archeological resources within the project area prior to the start of any construction activities.  

8. Construction - Metra will insure the timely location and notification of utilities associated the project, the proper disposal of debris and that contract specifications and provisions incorporating noise, erosion control and sedimentation control measures are developed in accordance with the “The Green Book.”

9. Land Use and Zoning - Metra will obtain the required zoning change from the Village of Round Lake for the proposed parking lot site prior to construction.  

           Date:  July 18, 2006                                               By:      /signed by/               .

                                                                                                  Marisol R. Simon

                                                                                                  Regional Administrator                                                                 
