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Description
The Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) is proposing to reconstruct existing platforms and stations on the existing Ravenswood (Brown) Line to accommodate eight-car trains, along with other related capital improvements.  The Ravenswood Line extends approximately 9.1 miles from the Kimball Terminal on the north side of Chicago through the "Loop Elevated" in downtown Chicago and includes 19 stations.  The majority of the line operates on an elevated structure

(8.0 miles), except for a portion near the northern end of the line, which operates at-grade

(1.1 miles). 

The proposed project includes the modernization of stations and other rail infrastructure improvements, including compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act regulations for improved station accessibility, resulting in an enhancement of passenger safety and convenience.  CTA is also upgrading several highway grade crossings to reduce inconvenience to vehicular traffic and improve pedestrian safety along the line.  CTA also expects the modernization of the Brown Line’s signal/communication controls to improve train performance and reliability by optimizing operations along the line via a reduction or elimination of current "slow zones" of, in some areas, less than 15 miles per hour due to the line’s deterioration.  CTA estimates that average daily ridership in 2020 will total 68,000 passengers.   

The total project cost under the FFGA is $529.91 million.  The Section 5309 New Starts funding share is $245.52 million.  

Status

In November 1997, the Chicago Area Transportation Study – the local Metropolitan Planning Organization – included the Ravenswood Expansion Project in the region’s financially constrained long range transportation plan.  FTA approved the project into preliminary engineering in early 2000.  In February 2002, CTA completed an Environmental Assessment.  FTA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact on the project in July 2002.  FTA approved the project into final design in August 2002.  FTA forwarded the proposed FFGA to Congress for review on November 14, 2003.  FTA and CTA anticipate executing an FFGA in February 2004, with a revenue operations date scheduled for December 31, 2009.  Construction is scheduled to start in early 2004.

TEA-21 Section 3030(a)(11) authorized the Ravenswood Line Extension [CTA] for final design and construction.  Through FY 2003, Congress has appropriated $10.85 million in Section 5309 New Starts funds for the project. 

    

	Reported in Year of Expenditure Dollars

	Proposed Source of Funds
	Total Funding (million)
	Appropriations to Date

	Federal:
	
	

	Section 5309 New Starts

  FFGA Commitment

Section 5307 Urbanized Area

Formula

	$245.52

$177.57
	$10.85 million appropriated through FY 2003

	Local:
	
	

	Illinois Department of Transportation
	$49.72
	

	Regional Transit Authority/Chicago Transit Authority
	$57.10


	

	TOTAL
	$529.91
	

	NOTE: Sum of figures may differ from total as listed due to rounding.
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