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The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LACMTA) is constructing a 5.9-mile, dual-track light rail system with eight new stations and one station modification in the Eastside Corridor, connecting downtown Los Angeles with low- to moderate-income communities in East Los Angeles.  The alignment is primarily at-grade, with a 1.7-mile mid-section tunnel.  The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension originates at Union Station in downtown Los Angeles, where it serves as an extension to the Metro Gold Line to Pasadena.  It continues generally eastward along Alameda Street, 1st Street, and 3rd Street through Little Tokyo, Pico Aliso, Boyle Heights, and East Los Angeles communities of unincorporated Los Angeles County including Belvedere, and terminates just before the intersection of Pomona and Atlantic Boulevards.  

The Eastside Corridor has among the highest residential densities and largest transit-dependent populations in Los Angeles.  Over 60 bus routes currently serve the corridor, many of which are at capacity during peak travel times and suffer delays due to traffic congestion.  The Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension will improve public transportation services and provide travel-time savings for the Eastside communities and their residents accessing jobs in downtown Los Angeles and other employment destinations along LACMTA’s rail and rapid bus network.  Average daily ridership in 2020 is estimated to be 23,000 riders.

The total project cost under the FFGA is $898.81 million.  The Section 5309 New Starts funding share is $490.70 million.  

Status

In 1998, LACMTA undertook an alternatives analysis to evaluate feasible alternatives for the Eastside and Mid-City corridors.  FTA approved the project into preliminary engineering in August 2000.  LACMTA completed the NEPA process and received a Record of Decision in June 2002.  FTA approved the project’s entry into final design in October 2002.  FTA and LACMTA entered into an FFGA in June 2004, with revenue operations scheduled for December 2009.  Construction started in July 2004, and is projected to be completed within budget and on schedule.

SAFETEA-LU Section 3043(a)(9) authorized the Los Angeles Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension for final design and construction.  Through FY 2007, Congress has appropriated $259.07 million for the Metro Gold Line Eastside Extension project.

	Reported in Year of Expenditure Dollars

	Source of Funds
	Total Funding ($million)
	Appropriations to Date

	Federal:
Section 5309 New Starts

  FFGA Commitment

Section 5309 Fixed Guideway 

  Modernization

Flexible Funds (STP and CMAQ)


	$490.70

$23.10

$189.88
	$259.07 million appropriated through FY 2007

	Local:

Sales Tax Revenue
	$195.13
	

	TOTAL
	$898.81
	


NOTE: The sum of the figures may differ from the total as listed due to rounding.
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