AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT OF 2009 
PUBLIC TRANSPORTAION GRANT PROGRAM INFORMATION
REGION IV GRANT PROCESSING 

Region IV Grantees: 
Please read through this section of our website carefully.  This section of our website includes several hyperlinks and additional guidance to assist our grantees with the development of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Grants.  We are streamlining the FTA grant development process for the ARRA Grants ONLY and request your attention to the critical information below.  These reminders and guidance documents will help prevent delays in reviewing and processing your ARRA Grants. 

On March 5, 2009, FTA published the ARRA Apportionments, Allocations and Grant Program Information Federal Register Notice. This notice contains the program and grant application requirements made available for the FTA formula assistance programs. 

Before preparing a grant application in our TEAM-Web System for the ARRA funds, please read through the Federal Register notice. Once you have reviewed the notice, we ask that you confirm the following pre-requisites have been met for your Agency and your projects. 
Prior to Developing A Draft Grant Application for ARRA Funds

PLEASE CONFIRM THE CRITICAL STEPS BELOW ARE COMPLETED OR NEAR COMPLETION BEFORE REQUESTING A DRAFT GRANT NUMBER OR FTA’S REVIEW OF YOUR DRAFT APPLICATION. THESE STEPS MUST BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO GRANT AWARD: 
1. Planning Process: the project must be listed in a currently FTA approved Metropolitan Transportation Plan, Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (TIP); and federally approved Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). All transit agencies should have started this process with the local MPO and/or State DOT. Evidence of the project in the STIP will be required. 
2. Civil Rights Compliance: ADA, EEO, Title VI, DBE: All applicable and required Civil Rights submissions are current. This includes FY 2009 DBE Goals submitted and approved by the Regional Civil Rights officer. 
3. Certifications and Assurances: The FY 2009 certifications and assurances are properly submitted in TEAM. This requires both the grantee’s legal counsel and certifying official’s “PIN” in TEAM. 
4. Environmental: The required environmental findings have been made. If the project is not categorically excluded, please contact your community planner immediately to discuss the appropriate review and determination. 
5. Oversight Compliance: The grantee must be in a “fundable” status to apply for and receive ARRA funding. 
6. Apportionments: Signed Split/Allocation or Suballocation letters must be submitted (to Marie Lopez and/or Jamie Pfister)  for the following areas: 
a. States: For all areas between 50,000 - 199,999 in population that receive the Governor’s Apportionment. 

b. Large urbanized areas: For areas over 200,000 with more than one direct and/or designated recipient. 
Developing your Draft Grant Application
ARRA Grant Applications must be developed in TEAM-Web in accordance with the Federal Register notice.  It is critical that grantees confirm the eligibility of projects and include the suggested sample language in the project details of the draft grant application.  For more information about project eligibility and sample standard language, please click here: 
· ARRA Project Eligibility
· Standard Language  
As a reminder, ARRA funding can only be used for capital projects. In addition, projects intended for this funding must meet the intent of the legislation, which is to: 
a. To preserve and create jobs and promote economic recovery.

b. To assist those affected negatively by the recession.

c. To provide investments needed to increase economic efficiency by spurring technological advances.

d. To invest in transportation infrastructure that will provide long-term economic benefits.

e. To stabilize State and local government budgets, in order to minimize reductions in essential services and counterproductive State and local tax increases.
To further assist you with developing your draft application Region IV staff has developed this listing of ARRA Grant Processing Friendly Reminders. Following these reminders will help avoid ARRA grant processing delays. 

Click here for FAQ on Use and Eligibility of FTA ARRA Funds.
Requesting a Draft Grant Number and FTA Review 
Once you have developed a draft grant application for the ARRA funds in the TEAM-Web System in accordance with the guidance and instructions in the Federal Register Notice and you are certain the draft application contains the required information, please contact Marie Lopez at marie.lopez@dot.gov to request a draft grant number and request FTA review of the draft grant application.  This process only applies to ARRA funding. Please use our normal business procedures for all other FTA grant applications and funding programs. 

SUBJECT: “ARRA DRAFT APPLICATION FOR (AGENCY)/(RECIPIENT ID)”.
BODY/EMAIL: Include the specific FTA ARRA program and/or Flex Fund transfer information and a point of contact that can be reached to discuss the draft grant application.  
Within 24 hours, an FTA representative will contact you with comments regarding the draft grant application.  Please make sure staff is available to immediately respond to the FTA comments; this will expedite the grant development process, enabling a timely submission of the grant application to the Department of Labor (DOL). Comments will be provided in the “General Comments” section of the Grant Application. 
NOTE: If you need assistance with developing your projects and/or have specific project questions, please continue to work directly with the Community Planner assigned to your geographic area. The team of Grant Reviewers will be processing your grant, but the Community Planners will be able to assist you with developing your projects BEFORE preparing the draft grant application. 

Department of Labor Certifications (DOL) and Additional FTA Reviews

Once all comments are resolved and the grant application deemed sufficient for submittal, an FTA representative will notify the Grant POC by email to officially “submit” the grant application. FTA will then transmit the grant to the DOL. While the grant is at the DOL, FTA will continue to review the application for compliance with all FTA requirements.  Once the DOL certification is provided, all outstanding comments resolved, and all conditions of award are met, FTA will be able to obligate the funds and award the grant.  
In accordance with the Federal Register notice, FTA must receive applications prior to July 1, 2009 in order to allow sufficient time for DOL review and final FTA reviews and still meet the 180-day obligation requirement. However, Region IV advises submission of grant applications no later than May 29, 2009 to avoid any delays in this process and to allow sufficient time to apply for other FTA programs. 

Click here for FAQ on DOL.  

Obligation/Award and Execution

FTA will obligate and award the grant after all requirements have been met. The grantee will be notified via email that the funds have been obligated and the grant awarded. The grantee will then need to execute the Grant Application in TEAM. This must be done in a timely manner after receiving the FTA notification, but no longer than 90 days after award. 

At the time of execution, grantees will be accepting the special conditions associated with the ARRA legislation and are required to select one of the following rationales from a drop-down menu in TEAM: 

a. Project is ready to go (all applicable federal requirements are complete)

b. Use of Recovery funds for this project frees up other FTA/State/local resources for other purposes.

c. Project is high local/regional priority.

d. Project could not have been implemented without supplemental funding.

e. Funding accelerates completion and decreases over-all project costs.

f. Project provides equipment or facilities to increase transit ridership.

g. Project is a needed investment to bring assets to a state of good repair.

h. Project addresses immediate maintenance needs.

Post-Award And Oversight
Grantees will be required to report at least quarterly on all activities contained within and funded by the ARRA grant. This includes updating milestones and reporting financial expenditures. Please note that the ARRA program also requires several unique reporting requirements that are discussed in the Federal Register notice. Please check back for more information about how the reports and data will be collected.  
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