Transportation Economic Land Use System (TELUS) for Transit 
The nation is being challenged to maintain mobility in the face of rising costs and uncertainty about the future supply of energy.  Public transit can play a significant role in creation of a sustainable transportation system, but only if transit investments are supported by compatible land use policies and integrated with other economic development tools.
TELUS for Transit is an applied research project being carried out by the New Jersey Institute of Technology (NJIT), with funding authorized and appropriated to the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) by Congress in the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA–LU) of 2005.  Cambridge Systematics Inc. and Resource Systems Group, Inc. have been selected to be members of the research team.  

The goal of TELUS for Transit is to improve the economic and environmental sustainability of urban areas. The research is intended to answer questions about the interactions of land use policies and transit investments, posed in two forms.  First, if transit investments are being proposed for a community, what land use policies will be needed to optimize the effectiveness of those investments?  Second, if specific changes in land use policy are being considered for a community, what types of transit investment will be most cost-effective for each land use policy scenario?  

Users of this research are expected to include regional transit authorities, metropolitan planning organizations, municipal planning and zoning boards and private developers.  Expected products of the research include simplified models and quantitative methods to predict the effectiveness of various land use/transit investment scenarios, guidelines for incorporating transit investments into master plans, zoning ordinances and site plans, and visualization techniques to promote improved understanding of proposed transportation and land use plans.

The tools being developed are intended for use in multi-modal corridor studies conducted at the “Systems Planning” level, prior to selection of projects for advancement into FTA’s “New Starts” process.  In addition to providing user-friendly, easy-to-use analysis tools with which to assess the compatibility of investments in public transportation facilities with land use and urban form, the project also will improve communication of these concepts to elected officials and the public through the development of enhanced visualization techniques.  

Spanning three years, project phases include extensive outreach to potential user groups, development of prototype tools and visualization techniques, case studies demonstrating best practices of mutually supportive transit investments and land development patterns, and assistance to metropolitan planning organizations to carry out pilot corridor studies to test the methodologies.  Interested parties will be solicited to participate in a user group and case studies.  For further information please contact:
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