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SPECIAL

Easter Seals Project ACTION Newsletter, November 2008

This November 2008 Newsletter features the 20th Anniversary of Easter Seals Project ACTION.  Read and celebrate the history of accessible public transportation
Easter Seals Project ACTION celebrates its 20th anniversary by publishing The Road More Traveled - A Journey to Accessible Transportation.  Read, download, or order your free copy of this full-color soft-cover book that documents and honors the nation’s journey to accessible transportation over the past two decades. 

See also online course for new paratransit managers that starts in January
Easter Seals Project ACTION is offering a free online course, Excellence in Service for Paratransit Managers, for ADA Complementary Paratransit managers who are new to the field.  Applications are now being accepted for the course, which will begin January 28, 2009 and last for eight weeks.  Register Online 
FEDERAL RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

Delaware Automotive Fuel Cell Vehicle Consortium 
Project DE-04-7001.01

Schedule: September 2007 – September 2010
This project supports Phase 3 of the University of Delaware program that began in September 2005 to research, build, and demonstrate fuel cell powered hybrid vehicles for transit applications.  The program is conducted by a team known as the Delaware Automotive Fuel Cell Consortium.  During Phases 1 and 2, the team gained valuable experience in fuel cell research, vehicle design, system modeling, vehicle fabrication and integration, and more.  Phase 3 activities will continue to expand the team’s state of knowledge of fuel cell vehicles in terms of implementation, operation, optimal design, energy management, etc., to ensure commercial success.  Phase 3 effort aims to design, build, and demonstrate a larger, heavier 30-foot bus, using the experience gained in Phases 1 and 2.  The Consortium has an extended team that consists of Ebus Inc., and its fuel cell subcontractor, Ballard Inc. 

Available Online:  TRB Research in Progress Database [http://rip.trb.org/
Performer:  University of Delaware, Civil Engineering Department, Newark, DE  19716

Contact: Dr. Ajay Prasad
Phone:  302-831-2657
FTA Project Manager: Sean Ricketson
Fax: 202-366-3765

Email:  [Sean.Ricketson@Dot.Gov]  


Collision Safety Improvements for Light Rail Vehicles Operating in Shared Right of Way Street Environment

Project No. FTA-CA-26-7007

Schedule:  October 2008 – October 2009  
The objective of this research project is to develop a novel segmented bumper design with different energy absorbing characteristics for frontal and corner impacts of light rail vehicles (LRVs).  This retrofit design will also utilize an improved geometric profile making the front-end less aggressive to automobiles and pedestrians and reduce the LRV derailment potential in these impacts.  The research intent is to develop an “active” bumper system, that can be retrofitted into existing fleet of LRVs that will minimize injuries and fatalities resulting from impacts with automobiles and pedestrians, but still prevent damage in 5-mph collisions between two LRVs.    

Available Online:  TRB Research in Progress Database [http://rip.trb.org/] 
Performer:  Applied Research Associates, Inc., Mountain View, California  94043

Contact: Robert Bocchieri  
Phone:  650-625-8150

Fax:  650-625-8145

FTA Project Monitor:  Roy Chen, TRI-20

   
Fax: 202.366.7595

Email  [Roy.Chen@dot.gov]            

FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER 

Buenos Aires City Legislature Visit

On November 5, Mr. Diego Santilli, President of the City Legislature of Buenos Aires, Argentina, and his accompanying delegation met with FTA staff to discuss Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) issues in Buenos Aires and in the U.S.  Buenos Aires is pursuing a number of BRT initiatives and the meeting allowed the sharing of information regarding BRT plans in Buenos Aires and BRT best practices in the U.S.  Ron Boenau and Venkat Pindiprolu coordinated the meeting arrangements with meeting invitations extended to several FTA program offices.   [Ronald.Boenau @dot.gov]

Integrated Corridor Management (ICM) Initiative 
Steve Mortensen, FTA Office of Mobility Innovation, and the other modal ICM Initiative managers (from RITA and FHWA) conducted a workshop in Washington, DC on October 21 and 22 with representatives from the eight ICM Pioneer Sites.  The focus of the workshop was to present and discuss the proposed plan for modeling ICM strategies in Dallas, Minneapolis, and San Diego.  Additional workshop topics included the proposed plan for the ICM demonstrations, which will begin in the fall of 2009, arterial and transit data gaps, and decision support systems.  Mr. Mortensen facilitated four breakout sessions.  [http://www.its.dot.gov/icms/pioneer.htm]

National Center for Transit Research (NCTR) Board Meeting in Tampa, Florida

Michael Baltes attended the National Center for Transit Research (NCTR) Board 
Meeting in Tampa, FL on October 29-30.  Mr. Baltes is a member of the NCTR Board.  The purpose of the Board Meeting was to approve the Center’s FY 2009 research plan and budget.  As a result of the meeting, a number of projects were selected covering topics ranging from a camera-based system to reduce transit accidents, moving the bus back into traffic safely, making transit a full-partner in the toll road business, and a toolkit for determining the carbon-footprint of transit infrastructure.  

Poster Session 330, “How to Get People Interested in Transportation”

At the 88th Transportation Research Board’s Annual Meeting, on January 12, 2009, from 2:30 p.m.- 5:00 p.m. at the Hilton, in Washington, D.C, Ms. Charlene Wilder (Federal Transit Administration) and Dr. Emily Parkany (Noblis) will be presiding over Poster Session 330, “How to Get People Interested  in Transportation.”  The session is sponsored by the Transportation Education and Training Committee (ABG20) and Technology Transfer Committee (ABG30).  The ABG20 Committee is concerned with the present status of education in transportation, new developments and innovations, future personnel needs, and professional training and development.  The posters included in Session 330 can be found at [http://www.trb-education.org/] 
Vehicle Infrastructure Integration Initiative 

Raj Wagley, FTA Office of Mobility Innovation, attended a DOT Working Group meeting on October 15 to discuss status of the Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII) initiative.  He participated in a review of a new White Paper detailing a proposed “Open Platform” concept for VII. The Open Platform concept will allow broader forms of communication systems (such as WiFi and WiMax) than just dedicated short range communication (DSRC) in the development and demonstration of vehicle-to-infrastructure and vehicle-to-vehicle communication applications to improve transportation safety.  The purpose of this White Paper is to provide a basis for industry-wide discussion and feedback on VII before actual implementation.  There will be a series of follow-up meetings within the Department to further discuss the White Paper. 
[http://www.vehicle-infrastructure.org/]


FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS

Connecticut Transit (CTTRANSIT) Fuel Cell Bus: Preliminary Evaluation Results

The National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) recently published a preliminary report on the evaluation of a Connecticut Transit (CTTRANSIT) fuel cell bus in service in Hartford, CT.   The report discusses the planned fuel cell bus demonstration and equipment used (bus and hydrogen fueling), and provides the early results and the agency’s overall experience with the technology.  In this evaluation report, the fuel cell bus is considered to be prototype technology that is in the process of being commercialized. This is the third evaluation report for this site, and it describes results and experiences from July 2007 through June 2008. This evaluation report describes operations at CTTRANSIT for one prototype fuel cell bus in demonstration service vis-à-vis three new diesel buses operating from same location.  A comparison to three diesel baseline buses is provided to measure progress of the technology toward market readiness.  Available Online [http://www.nrel.gov/hydrogen/pdfs/43847.pdf].
Note:  NREL's Technology Validation team evaluates fuel cell buses for the U.S. Department of Energy and the Federal Transit Administration/US DOT.  All NREL Technology Validation publications are also available on the NREL site at:  [http://www.nrel.gov/hydrogen/proj_tech_validation.html]

Demonstration of Enhanced Transportation Models:  Phase I System Development and Design, Final Technical Report 

Report No. FTA- GA-26-7005-2008.1, August 2008.  

The Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC) was one of eight communities in the United States that was selected to participate in the U.S. DOT Federal Transit Administration’s program entitled Demonstration of Enhanced Human Service Transportation Models:  Phase 1 System Development and Design.  This document is the final project report.  The report summarizes the system development and design work conducted to support a Transportation Management Coordination Center (TMCC) for Human Service Transportation (HST) in the Atlantic region.  It outlines the process undertaken, including stakeholder involvement process and a discussion of lessons learned for HST coordination and technology application.  Available from National Technical Information Service (NTIS)
Dual Mode Vehicle and Infrastructure Alternative Analysis

This research was performed by the Harold Vance Department of Petroleum Engineering and the Texas Transportation Institute, both a part of the Texas A&M University.  The project “Alternatives Analysis for Initial and Future Texas Department of Transportation Deployment of a Dual Mode, Automated Transportation System” addresses four issues facing United States transportation—traffic congestion, environmental pollution, safety, and energy security. The potential solution offered to these transportation challenges is the concept of an electrified guideway infrastructure providing energy in real time to automated vehicles.  The study is based on information obtained from literature review, technology screening, workshop review, and stakeholder discussions.  This research surveyed existing electrified advanced transportation concepts and selected five systems for evaluation of their technology readiness.  None of the systems evaluated were judged ready for commercialization. Stakeholder interviews and a survey of collaborative mechanisms identified a path forward that would enable accelerated development of a system capable of handling personal vehicles, public transit, and driverless freight movement on a common 21st century infrastructure. More Online at URL [http://tti.tamu.edu/documents/0-5827-1.pdf]  

Federal Investment in Highway Research, 2006-2009: Strengths and Weaknesses

Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Research and Technology Coordinating Committee has released TRB Special Report 295, The Federal Investment in Highway Research, 2006-2009: Strengths and Weaknesses. The report assesses how well the investments that Congress made in research programs—through the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users—comply with the principles articulated in the preface to the act's research title (Title V).  The report contains findings and recommendations about specific research programs and calls for reliance on competition and merit review in awarding funds through the Federal Highway Administration and in selecting institutions for the University Transportation Centers program of the Research and Innovative Technology Administration.  A four page summary of the report is also available.   Online [TRB Special Report 295].  
Fusion Center Guidelines:  Developing and Sharing Information and Intelligence in a New Era

Fusion: Turning Information and Intelligence Into Actionable Knowledge

This report documents Guidelines for establishing and operating Fusion Centers at the Local, State, and Federal levels --Law Enforcement Intelligence, Public Safety, and the Private Sector.  The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) collaborated in the development of these fusion center guidelines. The intent of the partnership is to provide a consistent, unified message and to provide a comprehensive set of guidelines for developing and operating a fusion center within a state or region. A fusion center is defined as a terrorism prevention and response center, designed to create information sharing at the federal level and at the state and local levels.  Available Online [http://it.ojp.gov/documents/fusion_center_guidelines_law_enforcement.pdf]
Integration of Paratransit and Fixed-Route Transit Services

TCRP Synthesis 76: Integration of Paratransit and Fixed-Route Transit Services highlights the experiences of transit agencies that have attempted to depart from the traditional binary model of separate fixed-route and paratransit services by seeking ways to integrate their services, including provision of paratransit feeder services, community bus or circulators, connectors, fixed-route fare incentives, and route deviation.  Greater emphasis is placed on feeder services and community services.  The report addresses issues associated with integrated services, such as cost savings and policies associated with feeder services; service design, planning and operations; marketing and technology used in integrated services; and case studies of successful integrated services. This synthesis aims to help transit agency staff understand how the appropriate use of integrated services may help them accomplish their mission.   More Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=6]     
Intelligent Transportation Systems Benefits, Costs, Deployment, and Lessons Learned: 2008 Update Executive Summary

The U.S. Department of Transportation's Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Joint Program Office has released the latest in its series of reports that synthesize information on the benefits, costs, deployment, and lessons learned about Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) based on scans that have taken place across the country and around the world.  ITS provides a proven set of strategies for addressing the challenges of assuring safety and reducing congestion, while accommodating growth in transit ridership and freight movement. This report presents information on the performance of deployed ITS under each of these goal areas, as well as information on the costs, deployment levels, and lessons learned regarding ITS deployment and operations.  Available Online  [http://www.itsdocs.fhwa.dot.gov/JPODOCS/REPTS_TE/14412_files/its_bcdll_2008_000.pdf].  Contact itspubs@dot.gov to request a hard copy of the report.  
King County Metro Transit Hybrid Articulated Buses. Final Evaluation Results 

This final technical report compares and evaluates new diesel and diesel hybrid-electric articulated buses operated as part of the King County Metro Transit (KC Metro) fleet in Seattle, Washington. The evaluation lasted 12 months.  Available electronically at [http://www.nrel.gov/vehiclesandfuels/fleettest/pdfs/40585.pdf].  Also available from [National Technical Information Service]
Overview of Rural Intersection Crashes at Candidate Intersections for the Intersection Decision Support (IDS) System

The Intersection Decision Support (IDS) research project is sponsored by a consortium of states (Minnesota, California, and Virginia) and the Federal Highway Administration whose objective is to improve intersection safety. The Minnesota team's focus is to develop a better understanding of the causes of crashes at rural unsignalized intersections and then develop a technology solution to address the cause(s).  Online  [http://www.cts.umn.edu/Publications/ResearchReports/reportdetail.html?id=1696]

SunLine Transit Agency Hydrogen-Powered Transit Buses: Third Evaluation Report 

This report describes operations at SunLine Transit Agency for a prototype fuel cell bus; a prototype hydrogen hybrid internal combustion engine (HHICE) bus; and five new compressed natural gas (CNG) buses. The 5 five new CNG buses are being used as a baseline comparison.  This is the third evaluation report for this site, and it describes results and experiences from July 2007 through March 2008.  The Department of Energy’s (DOE) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) is evaluating these buses to help determine the status of hydrogen and fuel cell systems and corresponding hydrogen infrastructure in transit applications. A description of NREL’s transit bus evaluation activities for DOE and the Federal Transit Administration can be found in Appendix D.  Available Online  [http://www.nrel.gov/hydrogen/pdfs/43741-1.pdf]
The Road More Traveled - A Journey to Accessible Transportation
Read and celebrate the history of accessible public transportation Online.  Easter Seals Project ACTION celebrates its 20th anniversary with the publication of The Road More Traveled - A Journey to Accessible Transportation.  This book is about the journey of collaboration to achieve full access to transportation; it is about securing independence for people with disabilities through Accessible Transportation in Our Nation. Read, download, or order your free copy of this full-color soft-cover book that documents and honors the nation’s journey to accessible transportation over the past two decades. Easter Seals Project ACTION is funded through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration, and is administered by Easter Seals, Inc. 
Understanding How Individuals Make Travel and Location Decisions: Implications for Public Transportation, TCRP Report 13

TCRP Report 123 explores a broader social context for individual decision making related to residential location and travel behavior and consequently will be of interest to planners, researchers, transit managers, and decision makers.  The research goals are to improve understanding of how people make travel and location decisions, and to derive practical implications and policy guidance for encouraging more use of public transportation and walking. The research project explored a decision making approach from the field of psychology rather than the rational economic approach.  Findings from this research contribute to efforts to predict mode choice and how to influence it through better policies and design, education, and communication.  Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/tcrp/tcrp_rpt_123.pdf]
INTERNATIONAL 

Tramtrains - Innovative Public Transport Final Report 
Swedish National Road and Transport Research Institute, VTI, 2008

This research project "Tramtrain - Innovative public transport" aims to describe and analyze if and how regional transport systems, with tramtrains as an integrated part, can contribute to more efficient and sustainable transportation in Swedish cities and regions. To do this, the research describes and analyzes the prerequisites, design and consequences of a regional public transport system based on tramtrains. Research questions were applied and answered by designing and analyzing a possible scenario for the future public transportation with buses, trams and trains the southeast part of Sweden.  Tramtrains integrate tram and railway tracks which means traveling without transferring modes will be a common option.  The analysis clearly implies that tramtrains will have a positive effect on the functioning of regional public transportation. 
Only a few sections of this VTI report are in English (abstract and summary).  Online 

[http://ntlsearch.bts.gov/tris/pv_search.do?b1=1&f1=0&t1=aw%3avti+AND+(kw%3apublic+kw%3atransit)&r=1&d=all&p=0&z=1&s=yr&o=1&printable=y] 
Two Trillion Yuan (292.2 billion U.S. dollars) Invested in China Railway Construction

By 2010, China's railway is expected to extend 100,000 miles, and increase to more than 120,000 by 2020.  At the end of 2007, railways across the nation stretched 78,000 miles.  
In 2007, China's railway transport market grew fast. Goods transport volume and passenger transport volume grew by 8.9% and 7.8% respectively.  Pushed for the sixth upgrade of rail speed, China's railway passenger and goods transport volume grew significantly. There was a notable rise in transport of key goods such as coal. Various transport indicators reached a new historical high. After the sixth upgrade of rail speed, the railway department added more heavy goods trains and direct goods trains. This has further strengthened the ability of assuring the transportation of key goods relating to the national economy and the people's livelihood. Note:  By 2010, China's railway is expected to extend 100,000 miles; it will increase to more than 120,000 by 2020. At the end of 2007, railways across the nation stretched 78,000 miles. More Online  [http://english.51766.com/detail/news_detail.jsp?info_id=1101492613]
VTI Publications Available in TRIS Online Database
Transportation Research Board (TRB) and VTI, the Swedish National Road and Transport Research Institute, are pleased to announce that the two organizations will start an exchange of records between Transportation Research Information Services Database (TRIS) and Transguide (http://www.transguide.org/). VTI will supply  records of its papers and publications; TRB will supply references to papers in the Transportation Research Record.  
VTI is an independent and internationally prominent research institute within the transport sector. VTI is the largest transport research environment in Sweden. The institute carries out applied research and development in relation to all transportation modes. The institute’s key capabilities are in the areas of safety, economy, environment, traffic and transport analysis, public transport, behavior and man-machine-transport system interaction, in road design operation and maintenance.

VTI´s Library and Information Centre (BIC) has the national responsibility for supplying the transport and traffic research community with information and for disseminating the results.  BIC has developed and runs the portal Transguide which is available free of charge at (http://www.transguide.org/). BIC is also the Swedish centre in the international co-operation within OECD regarding the database International Transport Research Documentation (ITRD).  Records of VTI reports from 2005 to date are now available through TRIS Online on the National Transportation Library’s Web site (http://ntl.bts.gov/tris).  

RESEARCH NEWS & RESOURCES 

49 CFR Part 40 - Procedures for Transportation Workplace Drug And Alcohol Testing Programs 
The U.S. Court of Appeal for the D.C. Circuit has temporarily delayed the November 1st Direct Observation (DO) requirement for DOT return-to-duty and follow-up tests.  More Online [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/DrugAndAlcohol/Regulations/Regulations/#]
A Policy Agenda For Public Transportation

A Policy Agenda for Public Transportation, proposed by the American Public Transportation Association and the Community Transportation Association of America, was presented to the Transportation Transition Team of President Elect Barack Obama on November 25, 2008.  The policy agenda focused on economic stimulus, jobs creation, & recovery, and more.  Online  [http://www.apta.com/about/policy_agenda/]
Asset Management in the Nation’s Capital – Webcast 12-09-08
A case study of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) will be presented as a live Webcast on December 9, 2008, 2:00 PM ET.  The live Webcast provides an overview of how WMATA manages and maintains their fleet assets, fixed assets, and real property with IBM Maximo for transportation software to increase asset utilization, consolidate multiple asset management systems into one solution, reduce inventory, increase warranty recoveries, and more.    Register Online at: 

[http://www.masstransitmag.com/online/webinars/]

Destroying Oil as a Strategic Commodity - 
Directions Magazine November 05, 2008. A Summary of Remarks by Former CIA Director Jim Woolsey at the GEOINT Symposium” in Nashville, Tennessee.  Former director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) gave a chilling account of the implications for national security related to the United States' dependence on foreign oil. Woolsey offered a solution to the crisis by suggesting a way to remove oil as a strategic commodity.  He believes that the answer is electricity derived from sources such as coal, nuclear, wind or geothermal, which can also be cheaper to produce. “We spend in the range of $350 - $700 billion per year for oil...  The reality is that the U.S. and other oil importers like China and India are engaging in the biggest transfer of wealth in history. The result is that the U.S. is either directly or indirectly providing funds to support countries that may not have our best interests at heart…" "[However], a national energy policy that depends on oil is probably one of the stupider policies ever done. Even at $65 per barrel, we still have one of the biggest transfers of wealth the world has ever seen."  More Online [http://www.directionsmag.com/article.php?article_id=2925]
Ideas as weapons, and the Jellyfish Enterprise

In his keynote address at MILCOM, Admiral James Stavridis, commander of the U.S. Southern Command, shared his vision for how his regional command should operate. And his model is the jellyfish. In the jellyfish, he said, "every cell is a sensor." It's the ultimate model for a flattened, information-centric organization. And he wants his command to be more like a jellyfish — or, in technology terms, more like a wiki. 

More Online [http://www.1105newsletters.com/t.do?id=1869731:10193165]

Integrated Corridor Management (ICM) Newsletter – Fall 2008

The mission of this newsletter is to inform stakeholders about the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Integrated Corridor Management (ICM) Initiative, including the latest knowledge and technology transfer resources available to corridor managers and operators across the country through this initiative. Its mission is also to help raise general awareness about how the USDOT ICM initiative is contributing to managing congestion. 

Top Story: [USDOT Selects Three Pioneer Sites to Analyze, Model and Simulate Their Proposed Integrated Corridor Management Systems].  More Online  
Hydrogen Fuel Cell Technology Validation

What is technology validation?  Get to know this valuable resource, including the two major hydrogen technology validation projects that are underway at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL).  Learn about hydrogen fuel cell bus evaluations, and the [national effort underway] to make hydrogen-powered fuel cell vehicles a key element of future transportation systems, and more.  Online [Hydrogen Technology Validation]

Innovator: October/November 2008 Issue 

U.S. Federal Highway Administration’s Innovator newsletter is designed to help advance widespread implementation of innovations and technologies in the highway community and help chronicle a nationwide movement to improve the way highways are built.  This issue highlights innovation performance contracting—a results-oriented approach that allows transportation agencies to define desired project outcomes, or performance goals, while giving contractors the responsibility for determining how to achieve those goals. It fits with the Highways for LIFE focus on setting performance goals for projects that establish desired results while allowing for innovation and creativity.  Online [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hfl/innovator/issue09.pdf]   
Kentucky's 511 Next Generation - System Upgraded

Link to story in the Kentucky Post:

[http://www.kypost.com/content/news/859/story.aspx?content_id=de8fafb6-8937-4003-9ac3-5f1af9f30af6]
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) upgraded its 511 travel information system, as part of its continuing effort to keep travelers safe, aware, and cutting edge.  

Travelers now can view real-time traffic cams, obtain weather information or even subscribe to receive travel alerts via e-mail or text messaging.  KYTC’s updated 511 telephone service uses text-to-speech technology, which allows the user to either speak to maneuver through the system or use the phone keypad.  Travelers can log on to the 511 system, click here. An interactive map contains information related to construction, incidents or accidents, traffic alerts, and roadway conditions. Weather information is also available through the weather radar or, local Weather Bug cams. Visitors can choose different versions, including a map view, satellite, terrain or hybrid view.  Visitors can link to traffic information services in urban and surrounding states, view tourism information, find rest areas and weigh stations, learn important driving tips, link to the Kentucky State Police or Vehicle Enforcement Web sites, or even report a pothole.  Website URL [http://511.ky.gov/]  See also [http://www.deploy511.org]
National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 2009 Most Wanted List

The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has issued its 2009 Federal Most Wanted List of safety improvements.  It is designed to raise public awareness and support for transportation safety issues.  Newly added to the list of 15 areas of concern are the following objectives: improve emergency medical services flight operations, restrict the use of cell phones by motorcoach drivers, and require electronic on-board recorders by all motor carriers. Removed from the list were positive train control, fatigue in the railroad industry and aircraft fuel tank flammability.  Online [http://www.ntsb.gov/Pressrel/2008/081028.html]

Successes in Stewardship Newsletter, November 2008 

The Federal Highway Administration has issued its November 2008 Newsletter – Successes in Stewardship.  The featured article is “Congestion Pricing and NEPA: Environmental Benefits and Considerations.”  
[http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/nov08nl.asp]

Upcoming Webinar on TRB's IDEA Programs: Funding Your Transportation Innovation 
Tuesday, December 9, 2008, from 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. EST 
Transportation Research Board (TRB) will conduct a no-fee web briefing or “Webinar” on Tuesday, December 9, 2008, from 2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. EST that will focus on TRB’s Innovations Deserving Exploratory Analysis (IDEA) programs.  The IDEA programs provide early-stage funding to promising but unproven innovations in surface transportation systems.  The webinar is designed to provide attendees with a better understanding of the three IDEA programs, the level of financial support available under each program, the funding application process, and ways to help make a funding application stand out.  Webinar space is limited, so you must register in advance. Registration will close when space is filled or at 1:00 p.m. EST on Monday, December 8, 2008, whichever comes first.  [IDEA Webinar 12-08-08]
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