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===============================================================
SPECIAL
FTA Mission to India—Delhi, Ahmedabad, and Mumbai—Trip Report
This trip report summarizes the activities associated with the FTA Mission to India,  September 20-30, 2007.  The mission provided the U.S. delegation the opportunity to meet with senior Indian transportation officials, and to gain first hand knowledge of India’s current plans for transportation infrastructure improvements. The tour enabled the delegation to identify lessons learned for the U.S. transit industry, particularly in relation to bus rapid transit (BRT) system implementation and operation, as well as to identify opportunities for U.S. transit industry involvement in the development of India’s transportation infrastructure. 
The mission itinerary included visits to Delhi, Ahmedabad, and Mumbai, attending BRT workshop in Ahmedabad and the Indian Space Conference in Mumbai.  Highlight of the mission was the formal ratification of a Memorandum of Cooperation between the United States Department of Transportation and the Ministry of Urban Development, Government of the Republic of India.  The Memorandum enables the two countries to collaborate in the fields of public transportation, intermodal transportation, intelligent transportation technology, traffic information, capacity building, and training in public transportation, in addition to other fields of mutual interest.  More Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/India_Trip_Report_Final_March_2008_2.pdf]

Assessing the Potential for Research in Your Region:  Lessons Learned from a Los Angeles/New York ITS Peer-to-Peer Exchange -  April 16, 2008, 1:00-2:00 PM
Talking Technology and Transportation (T3) Webinar will highlight the leading services and technical attributes of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).  This webinar stems from an ITS Peer-to-Peer Exchange in which representatives from agencies in metropolitan New York City and Los Angeles met to share information and knowledge about BRT.  In this webinar, presenters from Los Angeles will describe the service and technical attributes found in the Los Angeles BRT system. Presenters from the New York City region will describe how they are applying the lessons learned to evaluate the potential for BRT in their current transit corridors.  Note: BRT technologies, such as bus signal priority, loop detectors, traveler information systems, and more will be discussed. T3 and other ITS learning opportunities Online  [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/default.asp]
FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER

African Growth and Opportunities Act (AGOA)

Sherry Little, Ron Hynes and Ron Boenau are expected to participate in the AGOA Transportation and Trade Forum in Cape Town, South Africa from April 13-16.  The Forum is the first AGOA conference to focus sole on transportation as a means for economic development.  The goal is to build upon the President’s Africa initiatives and the USDOT’s Initiative and partnership with Africa.  The afternoon of the first day will feature concurrent modal session including Maritime, Aviation, Land, and Rail.  The Land session includes one speaker addressing BRT in Accra, Ghana and a second speaker will address transit preparations in Cape Town for the 2010 World Cup.  Sherry Little will moderate a session addressing transportation infrastructure financing and Ron Hynes will be the rapporteur for the session.  Ron Boenau is coordinating a trade activity immediately after the Forum and is also coordinating meetings with government and provincial transportation officials.
GIS Transit Clearinghouse

A concept of having a Transit GIS Clearinghouse is being developed by the Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR) at the University of Florida and Ron Boenau is coordinating the review of that concept with the FTA Geospatial Team.  The concept was raised at the Fall 2007 GIS in Transit conference that was hosted by CUTR.  The clearinghouse would serve transit agencies throughout the U.S. by having published resources on GIS that would serve the needs of transit for this rapidly deploying technology.  GIS Manager at CUTR, is developing the concept paper.  Contact [Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov].

Multimodal Trip Planner Expert Panel Meeting 

On March 11, Charlene Wilder participated in a Multimodal Trip Planner Systems (MMTPS) expert panel meeting with officials from the Chicago Regional Transit Authority, the Volpe Center, Noblis, Inc., and transit agencies across the United States and Europe.  The purpose of the meeting was for the expert panel members to provide feedback on the proposed MMTPS marketing plan and the interim evaluation report.

FEDERAL RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Detection of Radioactivity in Transit Stations
The purpose of this Innovations Deserving Exploratory Analysis (IDEA) project was to develop a working prototype system to detect dangerous levels of radioactivity in rail transit stations. The fully developed product will be a software/hardware product that will allow dirty bombs to be detected using modern digital security cameras as the radiation detector.  This product will augment other radiation sensors and enable high-level coordination by transit and law-enforcement authorities.  Network-enabled software will facilitate the dissemination of alerts to key stakeholders in transit and government activities. 
The prototype implements a proprietary method of analysis to use digital imagery data to search for the telltale artifacts caused by radioactivity that hits and interacts with the Charge Coupled Device (CCD) detector within the digital camera.  Most transit security cameras are connected to a Network Operations Center (NOC). The system makes use of existing detectors, data acquisition systems, communication networks, and centralized security staffing. The RedStar (Radiation Event Detection System: Tracking and Recognition) algorithms run on standard PC’s, which minimizes the cost of “buy-in.” A U.S. Patent application has been filed for this method and process.  Online 
[http://pubsindex.trb.org/document/view/default.asp?lbid=841707]

Guidebook for Measuring, Assessing, and Improving Performance of Demand-Response Transportation, TCRP Report 124 
TCRP Report 124 will be of interest to public transportation systems that provide demand-response transportation (DRT) services and to the communities they serve. The Guidebook is a resource to assist DRT systems to measure, assess, and improve their performance. This Guidebook focuses on DRT in urban areas. A companion report is being prepared, through a continuation of this research, which focuses on DRT in rural areas.  More Online [http://www.tcrponline.org/] 

Guidebook for Using American Community Survey Data for Transportation Planning, NCHRP Report 588

This Guidebook for Using American Community Survey Data for Transportation Planning explores incorporating the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) data into the transportation planning processes at national, state, metropolitan, and local levels.  The report examines American Community Survey (ACS) data and products and demonstrates their uses within a wide range of transportation planning applications. Transportation planners, travel demand forecasters, and others that conduct population and demographic analyses will find this report of significant use. More Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8523] 

Improving Public Transportation Technology Implementation and Anticipating Emerging Technologies.  Volume 8, TCRP Report 84

Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Report 84, e-Transit: Electronic Business Strategies for Public Transportation Volume 8, Improving Public Transportation Technology Implementations and Anticipating Emerging Technologies explores the value of current technologies used in public transportation, examines methods for improving the success of technology implementation, and reviews five promising emerging technologies with application for transit agencies.  More  
Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=1]
Mobile Web Traffic Information Portal

FHWA Mobile Web Traffic Information Portal, 3/24/2008, provides a list of mobile-device-friendly Websites with real-time traveler information.  Click here if you have a mobile device that can access the Internet [www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/511/mobile] for a list of mobile-device-friendly Websites with real-time traveler information. The sites are suitable for any device capable of accessing the Web.  This portal provides links to Websites designed for viewing by travelers on web-enabled mobile devices without requiring fees or the installation of additional software.  The websites have many links to other organizations, such as educational institutions and non-profit associations. DOT wants your feedback on how to improve its support to you.  “We want this website to be a "one-stop" shop for your traveler information related needs, a place you can come to reliably connect with the information you need when using your web-enabled mobile devices.  Send your feedback to Robert.Rupert@dot.gov.

New Ideas for Transit 2008
Transit IDEA (Innovations Deserving Exploratory Analysis) Program covers development and testing of new and innovative concepts and methods for advancing transit practice.  This annual progress report describes the active and completed projects funded by the Transit IDEA program.  Discussions included in the Executive Summary of this annual report on pages 1 through 4 highlight examples of methods and results that were developed in Transit IDEA projects and have been used by transit agencies. This Transit IDEA Annual Progress Report is a useful resource to transit agencies and others interested in innovations in transit practice.  TRB is accepting proposals for Transit IDEA Program.  Proposals may be submitted by transit agencies, private sector, universities, and individuals.  Online [http://www.trb.org/Studies/Programs/IDEAPublications.asp]
Station Area Planning: How to Make Great Transit-Oriented Places
This FTA-sponsored station area planning manual is intended to help simplify the complex decisions that surround planning for transit oriented development (TOD) projects and station areas by providing details about the scales of development that are likely to occur in different types of places.  The report is comprehensive, conceptually clear, easy to read and understand, and the first in the TOD 202 series of guidebooks to promote best practices in transit-oriented development.  The manual is divided into two sections.  Section One discusses and colorfully illustrates seven “TOD place types,” followed by a questionnaire to help planners identify a particular station area in a TOD typology.  This section also includes typologies for buildings and other open spaces.  Section Two dscusses station area planning principles, and includes TOD plan checklists for each principle to help planning partners consider all options.  The goal is to help all planning partners better understand the potential outcomes at the beginning of the planning process.  Online [http://www.reconnectingamerica.org/public/books]
Transit Bus Stops: Ownership, Liability, and Access, Legal Research Digest 24
Transit agencies are looking at bus stop location, construction, and use patterns, not only to improve services and safety, but also to respond to accessibility concerns.  TCRP Legal Research Digest 24 will inform transit providers and government officials of the different levels of ownership, liability, and maintenance associated with bus stops and bus shelters; identify the categories of legal issues associated with ownership and liability; and provide information on the problems and practices of others who have dealt with such problems, including protective provisions in franchise agreements and service provider contracts.  Legal Research Digest 24 will be useful to attorneys, transit planners, and operations officials, state and local governmental officials, environmental and ADA advocates, and other transit operators.  This report was prepared under TCRP Project J-5, “Legal Aspects of Transit and Intermodal Transportation Programs.”  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=10]
Understanding How Individuals Make Travel and Location Decisions: Implications for Public Transportation, TCRP Report 123
TCRP Report 123 explores a broader social context for individual decision making related to residential location and travel behavior and consequently will be of interest to planners, researchers, transit managers, and decision makers.  The finding from this research contribute to efforts to predict mode choice and how to influence it through better policies and design, education, and communication.  The goals of this research are 1) to improve understanding of how people make travel and location decisions, and 2) to derive practical implications and policy guidance for encouraging more use of public transportation and walking.  More Online [http://tcrponline.org] or 

[http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=1]
Use of Biodiesel in a Transit Fleet, TCRP Synthesis 72

Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Synthesis 72: Use of Biodiesel in a Transit Fleet explores potential benefits offered by biodiesel in order to help transit agencies make informed decisions regarding its use. This synthesis will be of interest to transit agency managers, maintenance and operation staffs, and other professionals involved in developing a program to actively manage the implementation of biodiesel fuel and its use in a bus transit fleet.  Successful implementation of biodiesel requires agencies to improve their understanding of how biodiesel differs from diesel, and the steps needed to avoid problems resulting from these differences and components of transit agency development guidelines.  Topics covered include engine manufacturer requirements and warranty considerations, maintenance implications, emissions testing results, cold weather operations, fuel specifications and procurement considerations, fuel storage, and delivery.   Read Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8697]
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
NIST Standards In Trade Workshop in São Paulo
Ron Boenau and Mike Baltes are planning on speaking at the Department of Commerce’s National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Workshop on “Standards In Transit” set for São Paulo on April 2-4, 2008.  The workshop will address ITS and Transportation Management with a goal of developing market opportunities for U.S. firms in South America with Brazil as a primary target of opportunity.  The program being developed will identify the voluntary consensus-based standards process in the U.S. and the existing process in Brazil.  Emerging trends in technology and standards will be identified with a view toward opening markets for U.S. firms.  Mike will speak on transit signal priority and Ron will co-moderate the closing session which will identify next steps.  Contact [Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov]

Planning for Ecological Cities, September 14-16, 2008, Ithaca, New York
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You are invited to attend an international gathering in Ithaca, New York that will consider the following questions and explore alternatives to car-dependent mobility which will significantly contribute to the evolution of sustainable cities.

Is the auto the most convenient and efficient way to move people around inside our cities?  Does increasing car traffic diminish the quality of life in our neighborhoods and city centers? Is the use of the automobile sustainable in a future of climate change and escalating energy costs? Has the automobile actually become a limit to economic growth and urban vitality?  More Information and Registration Online 

[<http://www.podcar.org/ithacaconference/index.htm>].  Contact  Jerry Schneider, 

Innovative Transportation Technologies [http://faculty.washington.edu/jbs/itrans]

RESEARCH NEWS & INFORMATION

"Approaches to Deploying 511 Systems” Webinar Added to T3 Archives 
T3 Webinar of 1/9/2008,  “Approaches to Deploying 511 systems: Implementers in California, Kansas, and Montana Describe their 511 Systems" was added to the Talking Technology and Transportation (T3) Archives and available online. This Webinar provided the audience with a brief update on the status of the Department’s 511 Traveler Information Service Program, along with three different 511 implementations in California, Kansas and Montana.  Talking Technology and Transportation, or T3, Webinars are interactive net conferences in which an ITS subject matter expert (SME) presents material supported by an accompanying PowerPoint® slide presentation or Webtour. More Online [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/t3/s080109_lessons.asp]
Critics say EPA closed libraries too soon

By Wade-Hahn Chan, Published on March 17, 2008
By closing regional and research libraries before their digitization was complete, the Environmental Protection Agency may have lost irreplaceable documents, members of Congress and scientists said.  Although lawmakers supported putting the libraries’ content online, the Government Accountability Office said that the plan was plagued with managerial problems, a lack of outreach and no cost/benefit analysis. GAO also said EPA rushed its closings, cutting off access to valuable documents before it completed the online libraries.  Because of this, GAO has recommended a moratorium on further changes to the libraries to ensure oversight and justify EPA’s decisions and actions.  More Online [http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151940-1.html?type=pf]  

GSA awards $2.5 billion contract for contact center services
By Matthew Weigelt , Published on March 17, 2008

The General Services Administration (GSA)is offering agencies another way to quickly set up contact centers during emergencies. GSA’s USA Contact contract, awarded today, is good for 10 years and worth about $2.5 billion. The contract provides a range of contact center services for agencies and helps them get official government information to the public on a daily basis and in times of crises. The contract lets agencies establish emergency centers in a short time, according to GSA. “Every second matters during a crisis,” said Lurita Doan, GSA administrator.  Online [http://www.fcw.com/online/news/151936-1.html]
Mobile Web Traffic Information Portal

Mobile Web Traffic Information Portal, 3/24/2008, provides a list of mobile-device-friendly Websites with real-time traveler information.  Click here if you have a mobile device that can access the Internet [www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/511/mobile] for a list of mobile-device-friendly Websites with real-time traveler information. The sites are suitable for any device capable of accessing the Web. 
This portal provides links to Websites designed for viewing by travelers on web-enabled mobile devices without requiring fees or the installation of additional software.  The websites have links to other organizations, such as educational institutions and non-profit associations. DOT wants your feedback on how to improve its support to you.  “We want this website to be a "one-stop" shop for your traveler information related needs, a place you can come to reliably connect with the information you need when using your web-enabled mobile devices.  Send your feedback to Robert.Rupert@dot.gov.

A New Approach to Assessing Road User Charges 

University of Iowa, Public Policy Center.  This 15-state pooled funding study examines public policy, privacy, institutional, and technical issues related to a new road user charge system. This system has been viewed as a possible replacement for existing motor fuel taxes. The adequacy of motor fuel taxes is a national issue, as the federal government and all states rely heavily on today’s fuel-based user charges to finance transportation projects. With new vehicle propulsion technologies on the horizon, in particular hybrid gas-electric engines and hydrogen fuel cells, there is a realization that transportation revenue collected from motor fuel taxes may eventually be in serious jeopardy.  The authors conclude that the best method for assessing road user charges is on an actual miles traveled basis, also called a vehicle miles of travel (VMT) user charge. A VMT charge, coupled with intelligent vehicle technology and global positioning systems (GPS) technology, would provide a means for crediting states or sub-state jurisdictions for the miles of travel occurring within their boundaries.  More Online [http://www.lrrb.org/PDF/200330.pdf]
New Jersey Focuses New Eye on Traffic
The state's new traffic hub in Woodbridge features a 50-foot-high screen that will allow the state's transportation agencies to view N.J.'s complex network of roads. 

View the galleries.    Link to story in The Record:
[http://www.northjersey.com/news/transportation/NJ_focuses_new_eye_on_traffic.html]
Transit Systems Get Millions from State

California is awarding $24 million to BART for earthquake retrofits and $15.6 million to AC Transit for 50 new buses in the first big payout for public transit from a 2006 state transportation ballot measure, Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger announced Friday.  Also, the Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority will get $12.1 million to help create dedicated lanes for rapid transit buses along 4.3 miles of streets through downtown San Jose.  The governor came to Oakland to use the entrance to BART's Transbay Tube as the backdrop to announce the allocation of $394 million in bond money for 106 bus, rail and other public transit projects around California.  Online [Transit Systems Get Millions from State
Pentagon Approves Development of New Radios

Next generation radio system will provide secure Internet-like capabilities and networking for voice, text, audio and video for aircraft, ships and ground stations. Online.
 [http://www.reuters.com/article/technologyNews/idUSWAT00918920080326] [image: image2][image: image3][image: image4]
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