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===============================================================
SPECIAL

Launch of U.S. Department of Transportation’s Rural Safety Initiative

On February 29, 2008, the Secretary of Transportation announced the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Rural Safety Initiative.  This targeted, national effort will help raise awareness of the risks drivers face on America’s rural roads.  The initiative will support States in improving rural road safety by highlighting available tools and programs, and it will provide assistance and encourage demonstrations of innovative, quick and effective leveraging of existing resources.  This new endeavor will be multi-modal and comprehensive in addressing five key goals:  safer drivers, better roads, smarter roads, better trained emergency responders, and improved outreach and partnerships.  Raising awareness is key to the success of the Rural Safety Initiative.  That is why it is important that You Be in the Know.   Read More at [www.dot.gov/affairs/ruralsafety]. 
Right-of-Way Fatality and Trespass Reduction Workshop - April 1 & 2, 2008 

The Federal Transit Administration, Federal Railroad Administration and Caltrain is presenting a free two-day workshop— Right-of- Way Fatality and Trespass Reduction, April 1 and 2, 2008, at Caltrain headquarters in San Carlos, California..  The workshop intent is to bring together transportation industry officials and practitioners to share industry’s leading practices and explore new strategies that the rail industry could pursue, utilizing the Hazard Analysis process to reduce the number of right-of- way fatalities and trespasser incidents.  Registration deadline is March 14.  Register Online  [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/training/ROW/HTML/default.asp] 
TCRP Web Notification System 

Get to know the latest Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) reports with the new TCRP Web Notification System [http://www.tcrponline.org/].  TCRP provides the tools you need to innovate and solve problems in the transportation industry.  Useable transit information is easily accessible through print, CDs, and online. And best of all — it’s free through the American Public Transportation Association (APTA).  TCRP was established in 1992 to provide a continuing program of applied research on transit issues.  TCRP is sponsored by the Federal Transit Administration and carried out under a three-way agreement among the National Academies acting through its Transportation Research Board (TRB); the Transit Development Corporation, an educational and research arm of the American Public Transportation Association (APTA); and the FTA.  

Potential Impacts of Climate Change on U.S. Transportation, TRB Special Report 290 

[http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8794]

Transportation Research Board (TRB) and the Division on Earth and Life Studies (DELS) have released the pre-publication version of TRB Special Report 290, The Potential Impacts of Climate Change on U.S. Transportation, which explores the consequences of climate change for U.S. transportation infrastructure and operations. The report provides an overview of the scientific consensus on the current and future climate changes of particular relevance to U.S. transportation, including the limits of present scientific understanding as to their precise timing, magnitude, and geographic location; identifies potential impacts on U.S. transportation and adaptation options; and offers recommendations for both research and actions that can be taken to prepare for climate change. The report also summarizes previous work on strategies for reducing transportation-related emissions of carbon dioxide—the primary greenhouse gas—that contribute to climate change.  Five commissioned papers used by the committee to help develop the report, a summary of the report, and a National Academies press release associated with the report are available online.  DELS, like TRB, is a division of the National Academies, which include the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, Institute of Medicine, and National Research Council.  [More]
FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER

International Conference on Weather and Transportation

Ron Boenau, TRI, has been working with FHWA and RITA’s ITS Joint Program Office in coordination with the U.S. Commercial Service (USCS) in Austria to develop a conference on weather and transportation which will focus on trade opportunities.  The USCS is the key U.S. Government organization which is helping to organize the conference which will be held in Austria in July 2008.  The conference will feature weather impacts upon the transportation system and will include evacuation activities.  The USCS distributed a flyer identifying assistance opportunities for US transportation firms in conjunction with the conference.  These opportunities include a unique matchmaking service including customized market research, establishing pre-screened one-on-one discussions, and technical assistance with follow-up activities.  Sponsors of the conference include the Austrian Traffic Telematics Cluster, AustriaTech, and the Lakeside Science and Technology Park. Contact [Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov] 

Development of BRT Accessibility Presentation

TRI staff developed a presentation on accessible bus rapid transit systems and the importance of accessibility and universal design.  Since BRT is a cost effective option for public transportation and does not require permanent, fixed structures, it is often a good option for developing countries.  Thus, this presentation will be an important tool in outreach to less developed countries that are looking to create transit systems.  Contact [Dana.loll@dot.gov] 
Mobility Management and the New Paradigm Studies Webinar

On Thursday, March 13th at 2:00 pm, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) will sponsor a policy forum featuring mobility management advocates in the DOT Media Center, West Building Conference Center.  Webinar and Conference call links will be provided to FTA Regional Offices.  Discussion Question -  Is focusing on only one mode of transportation too narrow a mission for the Federal public transportation agency, or should  FTA broaden its vision to include support for a variety of coordinated community mobility options for the traveling public?   This broader vision for public transportation on community mobility partnerships will be discussed by two mobility management advocates-- Robert (Bob) Stanley from Cambridge Systematics, and James (Jim) McLary, former APTA Director of Policy and author of several TCRP New Paradigm studies.  The discussion will center on a new role for transit agencies in the 21st Century.  Contact [Katherine.Mattice@dot.gov]
FEDERAL RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS

2005 & 2006 Statistical Summaries:  FTA Grant Assistance Programs

This Statistical Summaries report provides comprehensive coverage of the Federal  Transit Administration’s (FTA) major financial aid programs for fiscal years (FY) 2005 and 2006.  Data used in this report are compiled from the capital, operating, and planning assistance grants to transit agencies, states, planning agencies, and other units of local government and eligible recipients.  The Statistical Summaries report is organized into three main sections:  (1) FY 2005 appropriations and obligations, (2) FY 2006 appropriations and obligations, and (3) historical data. Financial information is provided also for other federal programs, such as—University Transportation Research Program, National Research and Technology Program, Transit Cooperative Research Program, and the National Transit Institute.  This report will help the transportation community and others better understand how federal aid programs are distributed and used to improve all aspects of public transportation for all Americans.   Available Online at Statistical Summaries [http://www.fta.dot.gov/publications/publications_5838.html]
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Real-Time Traveler Information Program 
The Real-Time Traveler Information program focuses on information for all sorts of travel on the surface transportation networks, including how the information is collected, how it is processed, how it is provided to consumers, and how it may be used by transportation system operators to improve travel for everyone.  The 511 Traveler Information Telephone Number promises to provide people with unprecedented access to traveler information.  511 is a simple 3-digit number that can be available anywhere in the country, providing current travel conditions and information.  More Online [http://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/travelinfo/about/aboutus.htm]   
Advanced Network Planning for Bus Rapid Transit:  The “Quickway” Model as a Modal Alternative to “Light Rail Lite”
This report , commissioned by the National Bus Rapid Transit Institute, and conducted by The Mission Group in San Diego, evaluates the issue of network planning for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT).  The report compares the “Light Rail Lite” model of BRT implementation (predominant in the United States), with the “Quickway” model, (highly successful in Ottawa, Canada and Brisbane, Australia.) 
“Light Rail Lite,” is compared to international best practices, which have often favored the development of a grade-separated bus infrastructure (called “Quickways”) that in turn supports a varied mix of all-stops, express, and branching services.  This Quickway model evolved out of the practical necessity of cities to meet ridership or mode split targets.  The two models are contrasted along the key dimensions of BRT service, and significant differences are identified.  Three international case studies—Ottawa, Bogotá, and Brisbane—are reviewed for their particular application of this model.  Four domestic cities are compared to these international examples: Eugene, Oregon, and Los Angeles are profiled for their adoption of the Light Rail Lite model, and two other cities, Pittsburgh and Miami, are profiled for their BRT implementations which share elements in common with the Quickway model.  A set of lessons is drawn from this comparison, including a review of those conditions which may favor the adoption of either model.  Recommendations are offered at the level of the Federal Government, Metropolitan Planning Organizations, and planning and engineering firms, for the proper planning and evaluation of Quickway-based alternatives.  An appendix introduces a fifth domestic case study, a Quickway-based planning effort sponsored by a nonprofit organization for the San Diego region, and the  preliminary results of this effort are reviewed.  [Online] Report No. FTA-FL-26-7104-4
Guidebook for Integrating Freight into Transportation Planning and Project Selection Process.  NCHRP Report 594 

This [Guidebook] has been developed to provide states and metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) with techniques to more fully incorporate freight throughout the entire planning and programming process and more effectively plan, develop, program, and implement freight improvements.  The Guidebook explores a framework for incorporating freight needs for all modes into transportation planning and priority programming by state, regional, metropolitan, local, and special transportation agencies.  A project final report that describes the case studies used to help develop the guidebook and other resources, is available as NCHRP Web-Only Document 112.

Guidebook for Mitigating Fixed-Route Bus and Pedestrian Collisions, TCRP Report 125

TCRP Report 125 will be of interest to public transportation systems that provide fixed-route bus services and their communities.  This Guidebook will assist small, medium, and large transit agencies and their community members in better understanding bus and pedestrian collisions and in determining preventative or remedial strategies for reducing the frequency and severity of these types of collisions.  Overall, the Guidebook provides transit agencies and stakeholders with an array of strategies from which to choose for mitigating the frequency and severity of bus-and-pedestrian collisions, as well as approaches for doing so.  Online  [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=1] or Order Online  [tcrp@apta.com].  
New Ideas for Transit 2008
The Transit IDEA (Innovations Deserving Exploratory Analysis) Program supports development and testing of innovative concepts and methods for advancing transit practice.  This report describes the active and completed projects funded by the Transit IDEA program.  It is a useful resource to transit agencies and others interested in innovations in transit practice.  Summaries of results and payoff potential of completed projects and descriptions of current projects are included in this report.  A listing of completed Transit IDEA project final reports is also included in this report.  Transit IDEA proposals may be submitted by transit agencies, private companies, universities, and individuals.   More Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/sp/TCRP_IDEA_Report.pdf]
Points of Pride FY 2007
Points of Pride FY 2007 highlights the annual accomplishments of the Volpe Center and illustrates its role as a unique federal resource within the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA). These accomplishments demonstrate the many different ways that the Volpe Center supports the Department and the broader transportation community in achieving their goals.  Each Point of Pride is aligned with DOT’s national transportation objectives of safety, reduced congestion, global connectivity, environmental stewardship, and security, preparedness and response, the Federal government’s principle management objective of achieving organizational excellence.  The Center is committed to helping clients achieve these goals through safer, simpler, and smarter transportation solutions.  Online  [http://www.volpe.dot.gov/infosrc/pop.html] 
Southern Nevada Air Quality Study – Final Report
Desert Research Institute, February 2007, Report No.  FTA-NV-26-7003-2006.01. The purpose of this air quality study was to develop and evaluate nonintrusive methods to measure air pollution emissions from vehicles operating on public roadways.  The solutions developed included advanced measurement methods used to quantify real-world emissions of gases and particles from more than 100,000 vehicles in Las Vegas, Nevada. Specifically, the Southern Nevada Air Quality Study evaluated the effects of transportation, gasoline and diesel powered vehicles, on regulated pollutants in the Las Vegas Valley.  Methods developed under this project provide useful tools to all air quality planners and can be used to prioritize emission control efforts in their own  airsheds.  Online   [http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/Desert_Research_Institute_Final_Report.pdf]
Toolkit for Integrating Non-Dedicated Vehicles in Para transit Service, TCRP Report 121

Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Report 121: Toolkit for Integrating Non-Dedicated Vehicles in Paratransit Service is a users manual for the Non-Dedicated Vehicle (NDV) Optimization Model that will assist transportation managers in deciding the appropriate split between dedicated and non-dedicated paratransit service in a systematic and comprehensive manner.  The NDV Model is available online in a spreadsheet-based format.  In addition to the toolkit, a Case Study Report and an Interim Report (which includes an analysis of factors that influence the mix of dedicated and non-dedicated paratransit service) are available for download.  Note--Providers of dedicated service use vehicles owned internally by the lead agencies and used exclusively for serving their customers.  Non-dedicated service is delivered by external service providers (e.g., taxi companies or community transit agencies) to increase cost-effectiveness, cover peak period demand, and provide flexibility in meeting customer needs.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8717] 
Transit Technology Fact Sheets – NOW Online

Transit Core Suite of Technologies Fact Sheets comprise 11 technologies, or systems—considered the most basic and useful technologies for public transportation agencies to deploy.  The Fact Sheets describe a specific "Core Suite" technology, its benefits and costs, where it has been deployed, and other associated information.  Transit Technology Fact Sheet are now Online at  [http://www.fta.dot.gov/research.html] 
Contact [charlene.wilder@dot.gov] or telephone 202-366-1077.  
Lab Clips - Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center  

The U.S. Federal Highway Administration's Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center (TFHRC) has released a report, Lab Clips, that provides a brief overview of individual TFHRC laboratories, their current activities, and laboratory managers.  Laboratory fact sheets, available separately, describe each facility in more technical detail and include information such as research purpose, resources, current projects, accomplishments, and partnerships.  For the most up-to-date information about TFHRC research, please visit the TFHRC Website at [www.tfhrc.gov].  To schedule an onsite tour of  laboratories, e-mail at TFHRC.tours@fhwadot.gov.  Online   [http://www.tfhrc.gov/about/08022/08022.pdf] 
Understanding How to Motivate Communities to Support and Ride Public Transportation, TCRP Report 122

TCRP Report 122 provides a comprehensive discussion on the methods and strategies used by public transportation agencies in the United States and Canada to enhance their public images and motivate the support and use of public transportation.  The report identifies and describes methods and strategies used by other industries to enhance their public image and to motivate the support and use of their products and services.  Also, this report examines the perceptions, misperceptions, and use of public transit, and the extent to which these affect support.  This report will be helpful to transit agencies; elected officials; community leaders; business leaders; and federal, state, and local funding agencies in both the United States and Canada.  Online 
[http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=1]  or order Online [tcrp@apta.com]   
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
Delhi to Have 'Intelligent' Traffic System by 2010

NEW DELHI:  The capital's traffic system is in for a major overhaul before the Commonwealth Games in 2010, with Delhi Police planning to put in place an IT-driven Intelligent Traffic System (ITS) which will monitor and streamline vehicular movement.
Link to Story in The Economic Times:  [http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/News/News_By_Industry/Delhi_to_have_an_intelligent_traffic_system_by_2010/articleshow/2849170.cms
RESEARCH NEWS & INFORMATION

Report Extols Benefits of Bay Area Public Transit
 by Rachel Gordon, staff writer, The San Francisco Chronicle

The Bay Area's top seven transit agencies help prevent more than 2 million metric tons of greenhouse gases and save 251 million gallons of oil each year, according to a new report by a consumer-rights group.  The California Public Interest Research Group, or CalPIRG, said its report - along with news Thursday that the cost of oil hit a record high of nearly $106 a barrel - should encourage more people to park their cars and hop on a bus or train.

Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=5542]  

DOD Rallies Around Lean Six Sigma 

Lean Six Sigma is simply a process-improvement method for reducing variability and eliminating waste.  Six Sigma stands for reducing variability in processes and increasing quality by making processes repeatable.  The method has proved successful in industry and the military services, said John Sicilia, director of the CPI/LSS Program Office. “It’s one of a number of tools that are available, but it’s [England’s] tool of choice,” he said. 
More Online  [http://www.fcw.com/print/22_5/features/151766-1.html?topic=defense] 
FCW Forum: Is Government Procurement YouTube-Ready?

February 28, 2008.  The Federal Computer Week reported that the District of Columbia's chief technology officer would like to use Wikis and YouTube videos to improve government-industry communications during the procurement process.  Should Federal government follow suit?   More Online
[http://www.1105newsletters.com/t.do?id=930284:10193165]
Free Trade for All

A group called the Nurture Nature Foundation, founded by New York labor lawyer Ted Kheel, will soon release a study showing how New York's subways and buses could be free.  The tradeoff would make auto trips into central Manhattan much more expensive.  Under his proposal, the city would levy a $16 tax to enter the city's Central Business District, higher parking fees in the central city, and a taxi surcharge.  Kheel believes that increasing the cost of driving in the central city would decrease traffic by a third or more and produce $2 billion in benefits from pollution reductions and other savings.  New York City Mayor’s congestion pricing plan, in contrast, would charge lower fees--between four and eight dollars; an alternative proposal currently under discussion would charge commuters $8 round-trip tolls on some city bridges.  Kheel says congestion pricing is a good start; but without mass transit, he believes, it won't work.  His preliminary study suggests that subway and commuter rail trips would increase by 20 percent under his proposal.  More Online [http://www.worldchanging.com/archives/007771.html]  See also The Free Transit Report at [http://www.nnyn.org/kheelplan/index.html]  

Going Green in the Maintenance Department 

www.masstransitmag.com, Vol. XXXIV, No.1 February 2008.  Everything is going green, and that includes the maintenance facilities for transit agencies.  The Santa Clarita Transit Maintenance Facility  is a LEED Gold-Certified building.  One unique feature about this building was the choice in construction material—straw-bale construction.  Straw-bale construction uses baled straw from such things as wheat, oats, barley, rye, or as in this case—rice.  Charles Smith, HOK vice president and senior project manager says “When combined with more recent technologies such as under-floor air distribution, high-performance glazing and daylighting, it can be part of a powerful strategy for creating an energy and resource-efficient building.”  The transit maintenance facility has earned more than LEED certification — it also received the California Department of Transportation’s (Caltran) 2007 Excellence in Transportation Award in the category of Transportation Related Facilities.  Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/print/Mass-Transit/Going-Green-in-the-Maintenance-Department/1$5312]   

Great Cities Initiative

Great Places Make Great Cities.  The Great Cities Initiative, Project for Public Spaces (PPS) is a new program that applies 30+ years of experience in improving transportation, parks, public markets and buildings to the wider mission of creating livelier cities.  Project for Public Spaces is a nonprofit organization dedicated to helping people create and sustain public spaces that build stronger communities.  It has become an internationally recognized center for best-practices, information, and resources about Placemaking.  More Online [http://www.pps.org/great_cities/info/great_cities_approach
How to Implement the TimeTable Publisher:  An Open Source Application for Transit Agencies, T3 Webinar
Free Talking Technology and Transportation (T3) Webinar, May 14, 2008, at 1:00–2:30 PM ET.  TimeTable Publisher is a single system that allows a transit agency to examine, modify, and transform raw scheduling data into easy-to-read timetables for customer information purposes.  The application simplifies and accelerates production of printed on-street schedules and web schedules.  As an open sources application, the TimeTable Publisher is available for free so that other transit agencies can use it and even contribute enhancements to it.  Register Online [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/t3/s080514_open.asp].  For more information about T3 and ITS learning opportunities, Go to  [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/default.asp]  
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