2007 Reverse Trade Mission from South Africa

At the request of the South African Department of Transport, the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) organized a study and reverse trade mission for 12 public transportation officials from South Africa from 29 January to 04 February 2007.  The delegation first visited Los Angeles, where they were given a tour of metro control system, and had meetings with firms that provide the technologies and services used in operating the control system.  At that meeting, Mr. Jeremiah Kau Makokoane, Chief Operating Officer of the Public Transport Section, South African Department of Transport and Head of the South African delegation, summarized the delegation’s objective in the visit.  He described the preparations being made for the 2010 World Cup, the transit legacy systems that are being planned, and the South African National ITS Architecture that is being considered for development.  Companies that attended these sessions included Cohu, EtherWAN, Econolite, and Delcan.  In Salt Lake City, the delegation met with officials from the Utah Transit Authority (UTA) to discuss transit preparation and operations during the Olympics.  Since the mission, FTA has worked with the Federal Highway Administration in transmitting a series of video conferences aimed at helping South African officials develop their ITS transportation architecture for the 2010 World Cup Games and beyond.   
