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SPECIAL

FTA Deputy Administrator Discusses Trip To India on Darshan TV
Deputy Administrator Sherry Little was a guest on Darshan TV’s show “In Conversation” on Saturday, December 8.  Darshan TV was created 20 years ago to serve the Washington, D.C. area’s Indian-American community and, in particular, the region’s business and community leaders. [www.darshantv.com]. 
Deputy Administrator Little discussed her recent trip to Ahmadabad, Mumbai and New Delhi, in which she met with India’s Urban Development Minister and other top officials, and signed a Memorandum of Cooperation between the United States and India.  You can see the interview Online [http://www.darshantv.com/previous.php].  For more information, contact Paul Griffo, Senior Public Affairs Officer, 202-366-4064
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Approaches to Deploying 511 Systems - Talking Technology and Transportation (T3) Webinar, January 9, 2008, 1:00 -2:00 PM ET 

This T3 Webinar - Approaches to Deploying 511 Systems - discusses implementation of the 511 Traveler Information Services in California, Kansas, and Montana.  Each 511 system is described separately.  For more information and to register click here:  [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/t3/s080109_lessons.asp]
T3 Webinars are sponsored by the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) Professional Capacity Building (ITS PCB) Program.  T3, webinars are interactive net conferences featuring a subject matter expert (SME) presenting material supported by an accompanying PowerPoint® slide presentation or webtour.  Webinars last one hour and are followed by 30 minutes of question and answer. Registered participants can view the presentation on their computers and follow along as they listen by phone.  Visit the ITS PCB website for more information about T3 and other ITS learning opportunities:  http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/default.asp 
Changes in Transportation Safety Institute’s 2008 Security Training Schedule 

Changes in the Transportation Safety Institute’s 2008 Security Training Schedule are posted Online and will be of interest to transit practitioners.   The Transportation Safety Institute (TSI), in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, is a Federal cost recovery agency that develops and conducts worldwide safety, security, and environmental training, products, and services for both public and private sectors. The Transit Safety & Security Division, a component of TSI, has posted the FY - 2008 Transit Training Schedule on its Website.  The 2008 Training Schedule provides a listing of courses related to Transit Security, Transit Rail, Paratransit, Transit Bus, and General Transit Safety Courses.  Online at [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/training/Courses/Schedule.asp].  

U.S. DOT to Provide $156 Million in Federal Funding to Build Northstar Commuter Rail Connecting Minneapolis to Big Lake

12-11-07.  Contact: Paul Griffo Telephone: (202) 366-4064

Relief for commuters in Minnesota’s booming Northstar Corridor is on the way, according to Admiral Thomas Barrett, U.S. Deputy Secretary of Transportation.  Admiral Barrett announced, on 12-11-07, the signing of a Full Funding Grant Agreement that commits the Department of Transportation’s Federal Transit Administration (FTA) to provide $156 million to build a commuter rail project from the town of Big Lake to downtown Minneapolis. The 40-mile commuter rail line will connect downtown Minneapolis’ central business district to the Town of Big Lake using the existing Burlington Northern Santa Fe tracks.  The project includes an extension of the existing Hiawatha Light Rail line to a new intermodal station at 5th Avenue North in downtown Minneapolis, which will allow Northstar riders to easily transfer to light rail and nearby bus service.  More Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/news/news_events_7586.html]
FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER

Cooperative Research Programs Security Research Status Report, January 2, 2008 
Transportation Research Board’s (TRB's) Cooperative Research Program produces a table summarizing more than 80 security and emergency preparedness projects representing over $11 million in the contract research programs for state departments of transportation and the public transportation industry.  Updated monthly. [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=5078].  

This 2008 report provides information on over $8 million of coordinated TCRP and NCHRP security-related research, as well as information on about $3 million in security-related projects developed under other initiatives managed under the Cooperative Research Programs, including Transit IDEA; legal studies; international studies; planning; Airport CRP; Hazardous Materials CRP; National Cooperative Freight Research Program; and the Commercial Truck and Bus Safety Synthesis Program.  Capsule descriptions of products and links to a variety of security related products produced by TRB, other National Academy divisions, and other transportation research organizations can be found on the web page Transportation Research Board and National Academies' Security Related Products and Links  [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=6947 ] 

Delegation from Federal Capital Territory, Nigeria

Mr. Christopher Chigboh, a former trainee of the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA)  International Mass Transportation Program (IMTP) and now Secretary of the Federal Capital Territory, Nigeria, led a 5-person delegation to the US from November 12-20, 2007.  Mr. Chigboh, who participated in IMTP-sponsored training courses at Boston University and at FTA headquarters in 2001 and 2003, was recently named to his new position of Secretary.  He is currently in charge of planning a new public transportation system in the Nigerian capital of Abuja that will include three new bus rapid transit routes and a light rail line.  The purpose of the November visit was   to explore further training opportunities through the IMTP and meet with prospective US business partners.  

Reducing Vehicle Miles Traveled as a Climate Change Strategy: DOT Climate Change Forum

The DOT Climate Change Forum will take place on Wednesday, January 9, 2008 at 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM, in the Department’s West Building Conference Room 7.  Therese Langer, Director, Transportation Program, American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE) will host the forum.  All are invited to attend.

FTA Crash Energy Management Panel Meeting
On December 12, 2007. The FTA Office of Technology engineers, Mike Flanigon, Roy Chen, and Terrell Williams will meet with individuals from the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), American Public Transportation Association (APTA), and other rail industry experts to kick-off the FTA Crash Energy Management research project.  This panel of experts will define the scope of crash energy management for the proposed light rail research project.  In addition, the panel members will review the applications and will participate in the technical review of the final report.  FTA Contact – Roy Chen, TRI-20, [roy.chen@dot.gov] 

Iraq Transportation Reconstruction Briefing for Secretary Peters

The Office of International Transportation and Trade is considering conducting a briefing for the Secretary on the progress of the transportation element of the Iraq Reconstruction Initiative to be held in mid-December.  A senior executive from each modal administration is expected to be invited.  Confirmation of the briefing and date is expected in early December.  At the present time, there are no active public transportation activities being pursued by the Iraqi Reconstruction Management Office (IRMO).  A Departmental team in Baghdad coordinates multimodal transportation projects with Coalition forces and the Iraqi government.  A multimodal Departmental team, led by the Office of International Transportation and Trade, monitors the transportation developments via weekly secure video teleconferences.  Ron Boenau is the Federal Transit Administration representative to the Departmental team.  [ron.boenau@dot.gov]

Transit IDEA (Innovations Deserving Exploratory Analysis) Meeting

On December 19, 2007, Henry Nejako, Ron Hynes, and Mike Flanigon of the FTA Office of Research, Development and Innovation attended this Transit IDEA meeting to receive an update on existing projects and to select from 7 new Transit IDEA proposals. The proposed projects are: (1) Google Transit Tool for Small Agencies; (2) Rail Transit Platform Gap Air Pillow; (3) Mobility Manager Software Suite; (4) Detection of Weapons Entering a Transit Bus; (5) Recoating Electrified Third Rail Cover Boards (Phase 2); (6) Safe Wrench Design and Prototype; and (7) Motor Coach Electronic Brake.  The Transit IDEA Program is part of the Transit Cooperative Research Program. It is funded by the Federal Transit Administration and managed by the Transportation Research Board.  Online [http://www.trb.org/Studies/Programs/IDEATransit.asp].  
Focus areas are discussed in the IDEA Program Announcement.  TRB Contact: Harvey Berlin, Project Manager, hberlin@nas.edu 

FEDERAL RESEARCH PUBLICATIONS
Best Practices to Enhance the Transportation-Land Use Connection in the Rural United States.  NCHRP Report 582
This Best Practices report presents guidance on how best to integrate land use and transportation in rural communities.  The study highlights programs and investments strategies that support community development and land livability while providing adequate transportation capacity.  The research consisted of a literature review; a series of focus group discussions with community, tribal, and transportation agency staff; and a survey aimed at a cross section of rural transportation planners.  The research identified key principles for successful land use and transportation integration and outlines specific approaches suitable to a range of rural community types.  Illustrated with case studies, the report will help rural planners and decisionmakers understand the challenges they face and select the most effective and appropriate approach for their own communities. Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_rpt_582a.pdf]  

Building the Road Safety Profession in the Public Sector
TRB Special Report 289 examines the growing need for experts at all levels of government to develop and implement systems- and science-based approaches to road safety management.  The authors state that the lack of professional recognition and comprehensive road safety education and training opportunities is threatening the ability of public agencies to build the knowledgeable and skilled road safety workforce that is needed to make safety advances.  To address this need, the report recommends that the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials and the Governors Highway Safety Association forge a broad-based alliance of public, private, and educational organizations to champion the road safety profession.  The report recommends that the alliance encourage states to take advantage of federal workforce training funds for development of road safety professionals and to advocate comprehensive road safety education and training by universities and other research centers.  More Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8114]

FHWA Awards Grants for Ecosystem-Based Infrastructure Projects
In April 2006, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published an environmental guide, Eco-Logical: An Ecosystem Approach to Developing Infrastructure Projects (Eco-Logical), to help transportation professionals improve their understanding of how infrastructure impacts habitat and ecosystems. This multi-agency initiative described a vision for integrating infrastructure development and ecosystem conservation processes with economic, environmental, and social needs and objectives. (For more details on the guide, see the March 2006 issue of Successes in Stewardship.)   A year later, in May 2007, FHWA issued a grant solicitation, “Integrating Transportation and Resource Planning to Develop Ecosystem-Based Infrastructure Projects," to fund projects addressing one or more of the elements described in Eco-Logical's integrated planning process. FHWA announced the names of the winning grantees and highlights them in the January 2008 newsletter, Online. [http://www.environment.fhwa.dot.gov/strmlng/newsletters/jan08nl.asp]
FHWA Office of Research, Development, and Technology Organizational and Expertise Directory: Fall 2007
The FHWA’s Office of Research, Development, and Technology (RD&T) has released the latest issue of its Organizational and Expertise Directory.  The directory highlights Who they are and What they do.  The FHWA Office of RD&T is organized into 8 offices with 15 teams of experts in more than 30 transportation-related disciplines. Three research and development (R&D) offices—Operations, Safety, and Infrastructure—conduct R&D to continually improve highway operations and intelligent transportation systems (ITS), safety, and infrastructure, respectively.  The Office of Corporate Research, Technology, and Innovation Management leads change and provides a comprehensive approach to managing advanced and applied research programs, communicating corporate messages from agenda setting through impact assessment.  re Online [http://www.tfhrc.gov/about/orgdirectory/08021/orgdirectory.pdf]
Improving ADA Complementary Para transit Demand Estimation

This TCRP Report 119 will be of interest to public transportation system providers of  ADA complementary paratransit services; regional, state, and federal agencies that oversee, plan, or finance public transportation; and disability advocates.  This report provides a handbook for estimating ADA paratransit demand together with a research report that presents the findings and conclusions of TCRP Project B-28. The handbook is accompanied by an online spreadsheet tool, which is available Online at

 [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=8246]

Metropolitan Travel Forecasting: Current Practice and Future Direction Special Report 288

The FHWA, the FTA, the Office of the Secretary of Transportation (OST) and the Transportation Research Board (TRB) funded this study to gather information needed to determine the national state of practice in metropolitan area travel demand forecasting by MPOs and state departments of transportation.  TRB Special Report 288 examines metropolitan travel forecasting models that provide public officials with information to inform decisions on major transportation system investments and policies.  The report explores what improvements may be needed to the models and how federal, state, and local agencies can achieve them.  According to the committee that produced the report, travel forecasting models in current use are not adequate for many of today’s necessary planning and regulatory uses.  The findings of the surveys of metropolitan planning organizations used to help develop this report are available online.  Online 
[http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/sr/sr288.pdf]
National Transit Database (NTD) Safety and Security Newsletter

The National Transit Database represents the most comprehensive source of transit safety and security data in the industry.  This issue of the National Transit Database (NTD) Safety and Security Newsletter includes up-to-date information on (1) how the NTD helps industry address track worker safety; (2) the use NTD description fields to best advantage; and (3) the State Safety Oversight Program Rail Transit Action Plan which was formulated, in part from NTD data.  The NTD Safety and Security Newsletter provides assistance to reporters, supplies timely information regarding training and other events, announces changes to NTD Safety & Security reporting, and provides an overview of the state of transit safety and security through presentation of statistics available from the NTD. Online [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/data/NTDNewsletters/Default.asp
Paratransit Manager’s Skills, Qualifications, and Needs

This TCRP Synthesis 71 documents current requirements for being a paratransit manager and actual experiences of current paratransit managers in their positions. The synthesis is designed to help enhance the paratransit management profession and paratransit service delivery.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?ID=8417]  

Public Transportation Security Volume 13: Public Transportation Passenger Security Inspections: A Guide for Policy Decision Makers. 

Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Report 86 suggests guidance that a public transportation agency may use when considering whether, where, when, and how to introduce a passenger security inspection program into its operations. The report identifies promising types of screening technologies and methods currently in use or being tested, and the operational considerations for the deployment of these technologies in land-based systems.  The report also examines the legal precedent that either applies or that should be contemplated in connection with passenger screening activities, and includes a passenger security inspection policy decision-making model. Detailed appendixes to TCRP Report 86 Vol. 13 were published as TCRP Web-Only Document 38.  [More]
Strategies for Improving Public Transportation Access to Large Airports, TCRP Report 83

This report will be of interest to individuals involved in planning and implementing

improved public transportation access to large airports. TCRP Report 83 provides practical information on how to plan and improve public transportation access to large airports.  The eight chapters reflect four themes: context, methods, strategies, and guidance in the form of a “guidebook.” The six-step process outlined in the guidebook includes (1) establishing public policy goals, (2) undertaking a program for data gathering and system monitoring,  (3) understanding the markets revealed and their relationship to candidate solutions, (4) designing a program of services and strategies, (5) managing the airport to encourage higher-occupancy-vehicle use for 

ground access to airports, and (6) getting the word out.  More Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/tcrp/tcrp_rpt_83a.pdf]
Report to Congress on the Costs, Benefits, and Efficiencies of Public-Private Partnerships for Fixed Guideway Capital Projects

December 2007.  This report sheds light on the growing use of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs) for transit capital projects – a trend which has been driven more by local transit agencies than Federal government encouragement or promotion – to provide significant new sources of funding for transit, help address the country’s urban congestion crisis and enhance mobility in many of the country’s metropolitan areas. The report defines PPPs, discusses various types of PPPs applicable to transit capital projects, and presents the impacts of using PPPs for transit capital projects in terms of costs, benefits, efficiencies, and effectiveness.  It also discusses other implications of applying PPPs to transit projects.  Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/Costs_Benefits_Efficiencies_of_Public-Private_Partnerships.pdf]
TCRP - Transit Cooperative Research Program Annual Report of Progress 2007

This report documents the Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Annual Report of Progress 2007.  It provides a comprehensive overview of  TCRP—including its establishment in 1992, financing, organizational structure designed to administer and monitor research programs, as well as TCRP’s current status and 2007 accomplishments,  FY 2008 Program, and more.  TCRP serves as one of the principal means by which the transit industry can develop innovative near-term solutions to meet demands placed on it.  TCRP  is sponsored by the FTA, and carried out under a three-way agreement among the National Academies acting through its Transportation Research Board (TRB); the Transit Development Corporation (an educational and research arm of the American Public Transportation Association); and the FTA. Order report Online [http://gulliver.trb.org/bookstore/]
INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH
Comparison of Costs between Bus, PRT, LRT and Metro/rail
This is a chapter from a forthcoming report for the project entitled European Demonstration of Innovative City Transport (EDICT).  An important issue in marketing the idea of Personal Automated Transport is the relative cost advantages of PRT as compared to the more traditional modes of public transport such as bus, light rail transit (LRT), metro and commuter rail systems. This chapter forms a basis for a comprehensive cost-benefit analysis of a PRT system at Kungens Kurva, At Huddinge Municipal. Two cost factors are compared—investment cost for track, vehicles, and stations; and operating and maintenance cost for the entire system.  The following traditional public transportation systems have been compared with data from the Stockholm Region:  Bus, LRT, Metro, and Commuter Rail.  PRT systems included in the comparisons are: Ultra, Taxi 2000, and Austrans.  In terms of investment costs, PRT systems are three times cheaper than other systems.  Conclusion - A Personal Rapid Transit system is three times cheaper than traditional LRT systems in investment cost, and more than 40 % cheaper than traditional LRT operating costs.  More Online http://faculty.washington.edu/jbs/itrans/gorancomp.htm]
Energy and Sustainability  - Post Conference Report
ENERGY 2007  is the post conference report of the First International Conference on Energy and Sustainability, that was held 20 - 22 June, 2007 at the New Forest Campus of the Wessex Institute of Technology (WIT).  The Conference offered an opportunity for professionals from the energy sector and industry, as well as governmental and non-governmental organisations, and other interested parties to participate in discussions on key issues and challenges in energy and sustainability.  Sustainable energy production is one of the key issues for modern society and requiring new ideas to advance the technologies and strategies currently in use. The main fields, currently the focus of much research, are renewable energy sources, energy storage, energy transportation, energy efficiency, energy and sustainability and many others.  These and other aspects were the focus of the presentations and discussions carried out at the Conference.  More Online  
[http://www.wessex.ac.uk/conferences/2007/energy07/index.html]

Transport Times December 2007 Issue 

Transport Times is the UK’s leading magazine for the transport professional.  Below are some articles that appear in December 2007 issue:
· Network Rail Unveils Five Year Business Plan;

· Overground Concession Integrates National Rail and Tube for the First Time; 

· Manchester Unraps the Future of Urban Transport; 
· U.K. can Learn from Dutch Road Pricing Move; 
· Review of the Year 2007, More.   Online [http://www.transporttimes.co.uk/]
Transportation Decision Making Report: Principles of Project Evaluation and Programming 

This pioneering text provides a holistic approach to decision making in transportation project development and programming, which can help transportation professionals to optimize their investment choices.  A proven set of methodologies for evaluating transportation projects is presented.  The text's organization gets readers started with a solid foundation in basic principles and then progressively builds on that foundation..  
Each chapter begins with basic definitions and concepts followed by a methodology for impact assessment.  For a complete index of this report click on:   

[http://www.researchandmarkets.com/product/7a2368/transportation_decision_making_principles_of ]  

RESEARCH NEWS & INFORMATION

Are Driverless Pods the Future?
Link to BBC News story:  [http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/7148731.stm ]
Video of the driverless pod can be seen at

[http://www.cnn.com/video/?/video/tech/2007/12/17/harris.uk.airport.pod]
Detroit Transportation Corporation Invitation to Bid on the Installation of Track for Detroit People Mover Guideway 

[Detroit People Mover].  Detroit Transportation Corporation (DTC), owner and operator of the Detroit People Mover (DPM), invites qualified firms to submit bids to install the 115RE Tangent, Pre-curved and Transition Rail for the Detroit People Mover.  Qualified Bidders must perform the installation and submit the results of all tests and analyses specified by the American Railway Engineering and Maintenance of Way Association (AREMA).  The rail must be ultrasonically tested for internal defects in accordance with ASTM A578.  To request a copy of the ITB contact Larry Myers at 1420 Washington Blvd., 3rd. Floor, Detroit, Michigan 48226 by calling 313-224-2177, faxing 313-224-2134 or emailing to: lmyers@thepeoplemover.com].  

Bids must be received by the DTC Procurement Manager on or before 12:00 Noon (EST) Friday January 11, 2008.  A walk through has been planned for December 16, 2007.  
Detroit People Mover Wins Website Excellence Award

DETROIT, MI (October 19, 2007) -- The Troy (MI) Chamber of Commerce announced that the Detroit People Mover (DPM) has won first place in the 8th annual Helen eWards for Web Excellence competition for its website, www.thepeoplemover.com.   The award was for the “Informational” website category.  In addition, The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) announced that the Detroit People Mover has won first place in the 28th Annual AdWheel Award competition for its “ReDiscover Downtown Detroit” 20th Anniversary train wrap design.  The award was for transit systems in the category that carry from 1 million to 4 million passengers per year.  The People Mover carried just over 2,300,000 riders in calendar year 2006.   More Online [http://www.thepeoplemover.com/DPM-Wins-Website-Transportation-Awards.id.1002.htm]
EC Pushes for Brake Assist Systems in New Cars to Reduce Pedestrian Fatalities 

The European Commission (EC) has issued a proposal stating that passenger cars need to be fitted with Brake Assist Systems (BAS) as early as 2009 in order to reduce the number of fatal accidents on European roads. According to the EC, if the complete European car fleet is fitted with BAS, as many as 1100 pedestrian lives could be saved every year.  The use of BAS can considerably reduce the stopping distance of a vehicle in an emergency situation, with the effect that a collision with a pedestrian could be avoided altogether or would occur at least at a far lower speed. The proposal is part of a larger package of measures for Pedestrian Protection.  More Online

[http://www.deljpn.ec.europa.eu/home/news_en_newsobj2459.php]

FRA Human Factors Research Website
The Federal Railroad Administration’s (FRA) Office of Railroad Research & Development has upgraded its Human Factors Webpage.  The new look of the Webpage now shows four buttons-- Human Factors Page, Breaking News, Current Projects, and Latest Uploads.  The Human Factors page highlights the new engineering research simulator called the Cab Technology Integration Laboratory (CTIL).  This technology enables researchers to address locomotive crew performance issues, as well as any new capabilities that require more electronic interfaces and displays.  The CTIL will be based at the Volpe Transportation Research Center in Cambridge, MA.  The simulator will become a national resource for government, academic, and industry researchers.  Researchers will be able to experiment with the integration of new controls and displays in the locomotive cab environments.  More Online. 
[http://www.fra.dot.gov/us/content/1910]
U.S. Department of Transportation Seeks Technology Solutions to Improve Safety and Reduce Congestion on Nation's Roadways
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA) today issued a request for information (RFI) to private industry, research organizations, and state and local governments seeking information about commercially available technology applications designed to fight congestion and improve the safety and performance of the nation’s transportation system.

RITA will identify technology applications and stakeholders interested in partnering with the Department on SafeTrip-21, a multi-application field test of safety and congestion-reducing technologies that will be launched at the 2008 Intelligent Transportation Systems World Congress in New York City and integrated into other test locations.  SafeTrip-21 will incorporate lessons learned in operational tests currently underway in partnership with automakers, equipment suppliers, and state and local governments in Michigan, California, Virginia, Arizona, Florida, Minnesota, and New York.” 
More Online [http://www.dot.gov/affairs/rita0107.htm]
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