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September 1, 2004

Recipient of FTA/FAA Federal Grant Funds

Dear Grantee,

The Electronic Clearing House Operation (ECHO) system was established in January 1991 as the replacement payment system for FTA grantees.  Prior to the deployment of ECHO, FTA used the Treasury Financial Communication System – Letter of Credit (TFCS-LOC) system to process payment requests from their grantees.  The technology used to collect draw down requests from the grantees consisted of a dial up application called “The Bulletin Board System (TBBS)” where the user connected to the ECHO front-end computer via communications software and a modem.  

While this technology was considered to be state-of-the-art when ECHO was deployed, the functionality has become obsolete.  Therefore, FTA has determined that the ECHO front-end must be migrated to a web-based platform.  The ECHO-Web application has been developed for user access via the Internet.  It will be hosted in an environment similar to FTA’s TEAM (Transportation Electronic Award Management) system website.  The ECHO-web is scheduled for deployment at the beginning of FY 2005 (October 4, 2004).

In order to accomplish this migration, we are providing several forms which must be filled out and returned to set-up your user profile and access for ECHO-Web.  Each organization can designate up to three individual users for each ECHO Control Number (ECN) and password distribution will be made by e-mail.  Please complete the attached forms and return the original copies to the Office of Financial Systems by September 27, 2004 at the following address:

Federal Transit Administration

Office of Financial Systems, TBP-40

400 7th Street SW, Room 9422

Washington, DC  20590

Attention:  ECHO Web Registration

Should you have any questions regarding this request, please logon to the TEAM Website at http://ftateamweb.fta.dot.gov/fta-flash2b.html or contact the ECHO Helpdesk at 202-366-1004. 








Sincerely,









Gwendolyn F. Daniel, Director

Office of Financial Systems

Attachments:

(1) Instructions for User Set-up 

(2) ECHO-Web User’s Authorization and Certification Form 

(3) ECHO-Web User Access Request

(4) ECHO-Web System Rules of Conduct

400 Seventh St., S.W.


Washington, D.C. 20590
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