Table 2

Characteristics of study counties
Study counties are mainly concentrated in the South and Midwest and are manufacturing- and farming-dependent

___________________________________________________________________________








Number

Percent of total










        case study counties

___________________________________________________________________________

Region

   West






       1



2.5

   South





     14 


          35.0

   Midwest





     17 


          42.5

   Northeast





       8


          20.0

County economic type1
   Farming-dependent




       8


          20.0

   Mining-dependent




       4


          10.0

   Manufacturing-dependent



     11


          27.5

   Government-dependent



       4


          10.0

   Services-dependent




       4


          10.0

   Nonspecialized




       9


          22.5

County policy type1
   Retirement-destination



       2


            5.0

   Federal lands




       3
          

            7.5

   Commuting





       8


          20.0

   Persistent-poverty




       8


          20.0

   Transfers-dependent




       7


          17.5

___________________________________________________________________________

Table 2 (Continued)

___________________________________________________________________________








Number

Percent of total

___________________________________________________________________________

Nonmetro county size2
   Urban population of 20,000 or more,
                  2


            5.0


adjacent to a metro area

   Urban population of 20,000 or more, 
                  0


            0.0


not adjacent to a metro area

   Urban population of 2,500 – 19,999,
                 11


          27.5


adjacent to a metro area

   Urban population of 2,500 – 19,999,               
     15


          37.5


not adjacent to a metro area

   Completely rural or less than 2,500                  
       5


          12.5


urban population, adjacent to a metro area

   Completely rural or less than 2,500 urban

            population, not adjacent to a metro area        
       7


          17.5

___________________________________________________________________________

Notes: 1County economic and policy types are classification systems developed and periodically revised by ERS.  For further information, see Cook, Peggy J., and Karen L. Mizer, The Revised ERS County Typology: An Overview, RDRR-89, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service, December 1994.

2Nonmetro county size refers to a classification system developed and periodically revised by ERS to group counties by the size of their urban population and their adjacency to metro areas.  For further information, see Butler, Margaret A., and Calvin L. Beale, Rural-Urban Continuum Codes for Metro and Nonmetro Counties, 1993, AGES 8428, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service, September 1994.

Source: Calculated by ERS.
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