Welcome and Introduction

· I am very pleased to be with you here today.

· Secretary Tommy Thompson asked me to share his regrets that he cannot be here this morning and to assure you of his commitment to the issues of mobility and access.

· I am honored to be here to represent Secretary Thompson and the Department of Health and Human Services at this important event.

· The fact that so many of you traveled to Washington to come together on this issue is a good sign that we’re ready to move forward. 

· I would like to spend the next several minutes highlighting why Secretary Thompson, myself and my colleagues at the Department feel that transportation services are so important to the people that we serve.  

· I also want to touch on why we feel that the coordination of transportation services is so critical as we move into the future.

· Finally, I want to describe for you the ways that we are working together at the federal level to partner with all of you and local communities to make progress in this area.

Importance of Community Transportation

· First, let me make sure that you understand what I mean by community transportation.
· You hear many different terms – human services transportation, public transportation, community transportation and so on.
· Community transportation is the result of effective coordination efforts – the knitting together of a fabric of transportation services funded through many sources, offered by a range of providers, and used by the breadth of the community.
· Human services transportation is that portion of community transportation funded through health and human services programs for the consumers of those programs.
· Access to human services transportation services is critical to the health and well-being of the populations that we serve at the Department of Health and Human Services.

· Many families depend on human services transportation to get their children to Head Start, daycare and routine health and wellness services.

· Individuals with disabilities rely on these services to go to the store, medical appointments, work, school, and to see their friends.

· Older adults with functional impairments and chronic conditions also rely on human services transportation to meet their daily needs.

· For many individuals with functional impairments, living in the community is dependent upon access to services and assistance in their homes.

· Many of the individuals who provide personal assistance to these individuals to meet daily needs rely on public transportation to get to work.

· Access to transportation services is especially difficult to ensure in our rural communities where nearly 40% of rural counties have no public transportation services at all.  

· We know that individuals who live in rural areas may have to wait for days to get a ride to such basic activities as shopping and medical appointments – without community transportation they must rely on family or friends who often must miss work to provide the ride.  

· Without access to transportation many individuals are:

· isolated in their homes,

· likely to be depressed,

· experiencing preventable medical conditions, and

· unable to be engaged in their communities and living full and active lives.

· Clearly, these services fill a critical need for support for many Americans across the country but too many are still left alone and apart from their community.

· We need to do more.

· We need to make these services work better for individuals so that the service more effectively meets the needs of each unique individual.

HHS Programs – Meeting a Critical Need

· The Department of Health and Human Services spends a significant amount of funding on human services transportation.

· A major proportion of this funding - $1.8 billion – is managed through such programs as:

· Administration on Aging
· Supportive Services and Senior Centers Program 

· Program for American Indian, Alaskan Native, and Native Hawaiian Elders; 

· Administration for Children and Families
· Head Start

· Temporary Assistance to Needy Families

· State Developmental Disabilities Councils 

· Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
· Medicaid  

· State Children’s Health Insurance Programs 

· Health Resources and Services Administration
· Community Health Centers

· HIV Care Grants

· Social Services Block Grant 

· Through the programs administered by the Administration on Aging alone a total of $84 million was provided to states and tribal organizations in Fiscal Year 2002 for transportation services.

· Our local service providers utilized this funding to leverage an additional $126 million for transportation services for older adults.

· This funding was used to provide 39 million trips to older adults.

· I know that this seems like a lot – but the demand is so much more and growing every day. 

· In just seven years, the baby boomers will begin to turn age 65.  

· By 2030, the population over age 65 will double to 70 million.

· Clearly, the programs administered by the Administration on Aging and our sister agencies in HHS meet an important – and growing – need for human services transportation.

· But, that’s not all – the Departments of Transportation, Labor and Education also provide significant resources to support the mobility of the same populations.  

· We need to work together to make the most efficient use of these resources at the state and local level.

· Recognizing the need to come together around this issue, HHS, DOT, DOL and Education are now working together through the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility to identify effective coordination strategies and reach out to states and localities to implement them.


Importance of Coordination

· We need work together – at the federal and state levels – to support local efforts to improve the coordination of transportation services for all populations in need.

· It’s in our local communities where transportation services are delivered and where we can reap the benefits of improving the coordination of these services.

· This meeting offers us the opportunity to learn about some of the most effective strategies currently in use in our states and communities.

Working Together to Improve Coordination

· Secretary Thompson is proud to be a partner in the United We Ride Initiative because he knows how critical it is to work together to achieve a common goal.

· And even though the programs that we administer at HHS are not primarily geared to the provision of transportation they charge us with an important responsibility to fulfill.

· We are committed to working with our partners at the Departments of Labor, Education and Transportation to make United We Ride more than an initiative but a reality for everyone.

· I am also proud to report that the Administration on Aging has enjoyed a very meaningful and productive partnership with the Federal Transit Administration.

· In January 2003, the two agencies signed a Memorandum of Understanding to:

·  promote the coordination of transportation services for older adults 

· under the auspices of the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility.

· Since then, we have developed and implemented an annual action plan to push this agenda forward.

· A critical part of this partnership is our collaboration with:

· national stakeholder organizations
· technical assistance centers
· networks of state and local provider agencies.

· It is up to all of us to ensure that the momentum we have generated and the commitments we make here will continue.

· We have laid the groundwork for aggressive activities in this area.

· The United We Ride Initiative presents us with the opportunity to raise the visibility and awareness of the benefits of transportation service coordination and will be the first of many real outcomes of this partnership.

· As I’ve said before, we’re old enough, we’re experienced enough, and we’re committed enough to make this happen. 

· Let’s get to work! 
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